SFOP0005295 Supporting Tunisia’s Elections
1. The funding opportunity refers to partnering with local CSOs in several places (pg. 2, pg. 7, pg. 11), but it is unclear whether this is a requirement. Specifically A.2. Local Partners says applicants who do not incorporate with local partners in their proposal will be deemed ineligible. Are the ISIE and Court of Accounts considered local partners in this context?  

Answer: The ISIE and the Court of Accounts are considered local partners in this proposal, and per the Evaluation Criteria of the NOFO, one of the determinants of responsiveness to this NOFO will be the applicant’s partnerships (or demonstration of the ability to form partnerships) with both the ISIE and Court of Accounts.  Applicants should propose any additional partners, including local CSOs, as appropriate and justified within the project design. 

1. The funding opportunity lists activities that should be conducted ”over the next 2 years” under Section C. Project Design, pages 6-7.  Does this refer to the original two years of the program, or the potential option years?  If the former, are all of these activities expected to be completed in the initial two-year award period, or may some be started in the initial award period and built upon in the option years?

Answer: Applicants should provide a full proposal for the initial project period of two years.  In addition, the applicant may provide potential activities in the option year period of up to three years that builds on the work started in the initial project period. 

1. Under Section III, Award Information, the estimated initial award ceiling is $2,000,000 and the estimated award ceiling for the option years is $3,000,000; however, the estimated award total with option years is $6,000,000.  Please confirm the initial award ceiling and the estimated award ceiling for the option years. 

Answer: This is an error in the Award Information section.  Please refer to the narrative description under the heading “Non-Competing Continuation” on Page 9 that states an additional $3,000.00 may be available to support expanded activities in option years.  If option year(s) are awarded, the total budget for this project will not exceed $5,000,000.00. 

1. Please confirm that the Program Director is the only Key Personnel position required.  Are applicants required to identify Key Personnel for any local CSO sub-awards? 

Answer: The applicant should nominate Key Personnel that are required to complete the proposed project, including Key Personal in sub-awards where applicable.  Key Personnel may be further negotiated at time of award.

1. Should the Logic Model and the Results Management Plan only include information for the initial two-year award period or for proposed option year activities as well? 

Answer: The Logic Model and RMP should focus on the initial project period, not the option years.  However, a Logic Model for the project should be inclusive of any and all work proposed in both the initial project period and the option year(s) period. 

1. The funding opportunity states that “A notional budget and brief budget narrative for up to one” under Budget and Budget Narrative Submission, pg. 14.  Please clarify what is required. 

Answer: To the best of the applicant’s ability, the notional budget should estimate the costs to complete activities and support staffing in the option year period.  If the option year(s) are awarded the budget will be negotiated with NEA/AC and Embassy Tunis. 

1. The funding opportunity states that there is a template for the project timeline in Appendix 3 (pg. 15), but it is not included in the appendix.  Please share the timeline template. 

Answer: This is an error with Appendix 3 that we are working to correct.  Applicants may use any format they prefer for the project timeline.  

1. Appendix 3 states that the application should include a sustainability plan (pg. 14), but this is not mentioned in the funding opportunity.  Is a sustainability plan required?  If not, may applicants include a sustainability plan as an Optional Document within the page limit specified for that section?

Answer: This is an error with Appendix 3 that we are working to correct.  The sustainability plan is not a required document or a component of evaluation for this NOFO.  Applicants may include a sustainability plan as an optional document. 

1. Appendix 3 states that the funding opportunity includes a pre-submission checklist, though this is not included.  If available, please provide the checklist.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer: This is an error with Appendix 3 that we are working to correct.  Please refer to the Required Documents section of the NOFO for all materials that are required as part of an application. 

1. Can NEA/AC please confirm that offerors should provide the required Option Years Narrative, which may not exceed three (3) pages in length, as an annex separate from the Project Narrative, which may not exceed ten (10) pages?

Answer:  Applicants may provide an Option Year Narrative as a separate document, which does not count against the ten-page limit for the Project Narrative.  The Option Years Narrative and the Project Narrative documents are listed as separate documents in the Required Documents section of the NOFO.  

