U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BUREAU OF COUNTERTERRORISM
Request for Statements of Interest and Capacity (RSOIC)

Funding Opportunity Title: Iraqi Kurdistan Region Counterterrorism Advisory Team- Iraq
Funding Opportunity Number: SFOP0008522
Deadline for Applications: April 1, 2022, 11:59pm ET
Assistance Listing Number: 19.701	
Virtual Q&A Session: March 2, 2022, 0900am ET  	
Deadline for Receipt of Questions: February 25, 2022, 10:00am ET

A. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Bureau of Counterterrorism (CT) of the U.S. Department of State announces a Request for Statements of Interest and Capacity (RSOIC) from organizations interested in implementing a project to build the capacity of Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), primarily in Erbil, to respond to and investigate terrorist-related incidents.

The submission of a Statement of Interest and Capacity (SOIC) is the first step in a two-part process.  As outlined in more detail below, prospective applicants must first submit a SOIC, designed to briefly communicate a project idea as well as the organization’s capacity to implement activities in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region. After a review of eligible SOICs against the below criteria, CT will invite select applicants to expand their statements into full applications through a limited competition process.   This two-step process allows organizations to submit project ideas to CT before investing significantly more time in assembling full proposals and budgets.  

Applicants may only submit one SOIC. Applicants may submit a SOIC covering one or both lines of effort outlined below. 

Background and Problem Statement 

Militia groups and designated terrorist organizations operate throughout Iraq, engaging in violent and destabilizing activities. Some groups continue to target U.S. diplomatic facilities and Iraqi bases with indirect fire, including explosives-laden unmanned aerial systems. Others, including ISIS, continue to wage low-level insurgency in northern and central Iraq. 

Since 2015, CT has partnered with the Government of Iraq, including the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), to build the capacity of its law enforcement to prevent, respond to, investigate, and prosecute terrorist incidents. CT has seen some successes; however, challenges remain, particularly as the mission in Iraq transitions from conventional military operations to civilian-based counterterrorism efforts. For example, in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, partner units have received training and equipment from CT to prepare for incidents, cordon crime scenes, and collect and package evidence for use in subsequent investigations and prosecutions.  However, they would benefit from more sustained assistance from subject matter experts who can provide embedded, case-based mentoring and aid in the development, modification, and/or implementation of standard operating procedures. 

Please follow all instructions below.

Priority Countries/Region: Iraq 
Program Objectives: 

1. Kurdish civilian law enforcement services have the necessary equipment, knowledge, and skills to effectively respond to critical incidents, including those caused by explosives-laden UAS; 

The Challenge:  

The key function of this project is to deploy a team of advisors to Erbil who will use their subject matter expertise to provide technical advice and assistance to partner units. The advisors will work to embed with their respective units to provide daily, onsite training and mentoring to investigators. 

Line of Effort 1: Evidence Response Team

Advisor(s) will support ongoing efforts to train and equip an evidence response team in Erbil. They will reinforce and supplement crime scene investigation training being provided to relevant officers by other U.S. government and CT implementers. Assistance will focus on evidence collection, packaging, and storage procedures.  They will support the development of standard operating procedures (SOPs) for joint incident responses, enabling Kurdish security forces to respond to incidents adequately and independently while also fostering productive collaboration between the KRG and U.S. law enforcement. As applicable, advisors may also identify other gaps in capabilities and take steps to address those gaps through training or mentoring in close consultation with CT and U.S. law enforcement agencies. 

Applicants may also be responsible for identifying and procuring equipment required to support this activity. For this activity, CT estimates a training audience of approximately 25 officers. 

Line of Effort 2: Advisory Support

Advisor(s) will compliment ongoing CT assistance by developing the quick reaction, crisis response, and explosives ordnance disposal (EOD) capabilities of partner units to encourage better responses to critical incidents, including those caused by explosives-laden unmanned aerial systems (UAS). They will support the development of standard operating procedures (SOPs) for joint incident responses, enabling Kurdish law enforcement security forces to respond to incidents adequately and independently while also fostering productive collaboration between the KRG and U.S. law enforcement.

Tactical support and EOD advisors will provide case-based mentoring to quick reaction forces and specific EOD teams to reinforce other CT-funded training activities and to ensure consistent application of SOPs and information sharing procedures. As applicable, advisors may also identify other gaps in capabilities and take steps to address those gaps through training or mentoring in close consultation with CT and U.S. law enforcement agencies. 

The selected implementer may also be responsible for identifying and procuring equipment required to support this activity. CT estimates a training audience of 50 officers for the quick reaction force/crisis response elements and an overall EOD audience of 36 officers, divided into six teams.  

Program Beneficiaries: Specific Kurdish civilian law enforcement services.

B. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION

Number of awards anticipated: Up to 2 awards  
Total available funding: up to $4.7M for both lines of effort
Type of Funding: NADR
Anticipated program start date: Summer 2022

This notice is subject to availability of funding.

Funding Instrument Type:  Cooperative Agreement    
Program Performance Period: Proposed programs should be completed in 24 months or less. 


Q&A Session: CT will hold a virtual Question & Answer session to answer any questions from applicants on the RSOIC, its goals and objectives on Wednesday, March 2, 2022, 0900am ET. If you are interested in attending, please contact the federal agency contact below to receive dial-in information.

C. ELIGILIBITY INFORMATION

1. Eligible Applicants

The following organizations are eligible to apply:  
· U.S. or foreign not-for-profit organizations, including think tanks and civil society/non-governmental organizations 
· U.S. or foreign public and private educational institutions 
· Foreign Public International Organizations (PIOs) and Governmental institutions 
· For-profit and Commercial firms, although it must be noted that U.S. Department of State generally prohibits profit under its assistance awards to for-profit or commercial organizations.  (Profit is defined as any amount in excess of allowable direct and indirect costs.)  

NOTE:  Organizations may form consortia and submit a combined SOIC.  However, only one organization must be designated as the lead applicant.  The lead applicant must meet the eligibility criteria listed above.  

2. Cost Sharing or Matching:
 
Cost sharing is welcomed but not required.

3. Other Eligibility Requirements:  
· Have existing, or the capacity to develop, active partnerships with thematic or in-country partners, entities, and relevant stakeholders; 
· Have an existing cadre of, or the capacity to quickly recruit, qualified law enforcement subject matter experts capable of deploying to Iraq; 
· Have demonstrable experience administering successful and preferably similar programs; and  
· Demonstrable experience safely deploying SMEs to high-risk operating environments. 

To apply, each applicant must be registered in www.SAM.gov before submitting its application and provide a valid DUNS number (Data Universal Numbering System/DUNS number from Dun & Bradstreet) in its application.  Please see Section D.3 for information on how to obtain these registrations. 

Applicants are only allowed to submit one SOIC per organization.  If more than one SOIC is submitted from an organization, all proposals from that institution will be considered ineligible for funding. 
D. SUBMISSION INFORMATION
· Address to Request Application Package

Application forms required below are available at SAMS Domestic.
· Content and Form of Application Submission  

Please follow all instructions below carefully.  Proposals that do not meet the requirements of this announcement or fail to comply with the stated requirements will be ineligible.

Content of Application
Please ensure:
· The SOIC clearly addresses the project’s goals and objectives 
· All documents are in English
· All pages are numbered
· All documents are formatted to 8 ½ x 11 paper, and
· All Microsoft Word documents are single-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, with a minimum of 1-inch margins.

The following documents are required:  

1. Concept Note (4 pages maximum): The concept should contain sufficient information that anyone not familiar with it would understand exactly what the applicant wants to do.  You may use your own format, but it must include all the items below.  
· Introduction to the Organization applying: A description of past and present operations showing ability to carry out the proposed project.
· Problem Statement: Clear, concise, and well-supported statement of the problem to be addressed and why the proposed project is needed
· Program Concept:  A description of how the organization proposes to help meet the challenge and objectives described above.  What are the goals, objectives, theory of change, and illustrative activities of the proposed project?  

2.   Attachments:
· Unique Entity Identifier and System for Award Management (SAM.gov)  

Required Registrations:
Any applicant listed on the Excluded Parties List System (EPLS) in the System for Award Management (SAM) is not eligible to apply for an assistance award in accordance with the OMB guidelines at 2 CFR 180 that implement Executive Orders 12549 (3 CFR, 1986 Comp., p. 189) and 12689 (3 CFR, 1989 Comp., p. 235), “Debarment and Suspension.”  Additionally, no entity listed on the EPLS can participate in any activities under an award.  All applicants are strongly encouraged to review the EPLS in SAM to ensure that no ineligible entity is included.

All organizations applying for grants must obtain these registrations.  All are free of charge:
· Unique entity identifier from Dun & Bradstreet (DUNS number) 
· NCAGE/CAGE code 
· www.SAM.gov registration 

Step 1: Apply for a DUNS number and an NCAGE number (these can be completed simultaneously) 

DUNS application: Organizations must have a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number from Dun & Bradstreet.  If your organization does not have one already, you may obtain one by calling 1-866-705-5711 or visiting http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform  

NCAGE application: Application page here: https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/scage/CageList.aspx  
Instructions for the NCAGE application process: 
https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/Docs/US%20Instructions%20for%20NSPA%20NCAGE.pdf  

For NCAGE help from within the U.S., call 1-888-227-2423 
For NCAGE help from outside the U.S., call 1-269-961-7766 
Email NCAGE@dlis.dla.mil for any problems in getting an NCAGE code. 

Step 2: After receiving the NCAGE Code, proceed to register in SAM.gov by logging onto: https://www.sam.gov.  SAM registration must be renewed annually.

· Submission Dates and Times

SOICs are due no later than 11:59 p.m. on 04/01/2022  

· Other Submission Requirements

All application materials must be submitted electronically through www.Grants.gov or SAMS Domestic.

E. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

1. Criteria

Each SOIC will be evaluated and rated on the basis of the evaluation criteria outlined below.  Criteria are listed in order of importance.  

1. Quality and Feasibility of the Program Idea:  
· The concept responds to the RSOIC and is appropriate in the context of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.
·  Concept demonstrates an ability to adapt to a fluid operating environment, recruit and deploy qualified experts, maintain engagement with relevant partner forces, and account for security and lodging requirements to safely deploy personnel.
· The concept includes a reasonable implementation timeline. 
· The concept directly connects proposed activities with the desired outcomes (goals and objectives) listed above.
  
2. Program Planning/Ability to Achieve Objectives: 
· The concept outlines how organization will mitigate risk and security concerns in Iraq. 
· The concept addresses how the project will engage or obtain support from relevant stakeholders, including host government to obtain access and conduct programming.

3. Organizational Capacity and Record on Previous Grants: 
· The concept demonstrates an institutional record of previous successfully implemented    projects in counterterrorism capacity building in challenging environments, preferably Iraq.
· The concept articulates past performance and experience in deploying advisors to high threat locations and working with relevant host governments, local organizations, and communities. 

2. Review and Selection Process

CT will conduct a merit review of all eligible SOICs as outlined in this RSOIC.  SOICs will be reviewed by an independent review panel consisting of qualified subject matter experts from other Department of State bureaus and offices, U.S. Embassies, or other U.S. Government agencies.  

The submission of a SOIC is the first step in a multi-phased process.  Applicants must first submit a SOIC, which is a concise concept note designed to clearly communicate a program idea and its objectives before the development of a full proposal application for this project. 

The amount of resources made available for this project will depend on the concepts received and the availability of funds.  CT reserves the right to fund any or none of the concepts or subsequent applications submitted.   
 
The SOIC process is to allow applicants the opportunity to submit program ideas for CT to evaluate prior to development of full proposal applications. 


3. Federal Awardee Performance & Integrity Information System (FAPIIS)
For any Federal award under a notice of funding opportunity, if the Federal awarding agency anticipates that the total Federal share will be greater than the simplified acquisition threshold on any Federal award under a notice of funding opportunity may include, over the period of performance (see §200.88 Simplified Acquisition Threshold), this section must also inform applicants:
i. That the Federal awarding agency, prior to making a Federal award with a total amount of Federal share greater than the simplified acquisition threshold, is required to review and consider any information about the applicant that is in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM (currently FAPIIS) (see 41 U.S.C. 2313);
ii. That an applicant, at its option, may review information in the designated integrity and performance systems accessible through SAM and comment on any information about itself that a Federal awarding agency previously entered and is currently in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM;
iii. That the Federal awarding agency will consider any comments by the applicant, in addition to the other information in the designated integrity and performance system, in making a judgment about the applicant's integrity, business ethics, and record of performance under Federal awards when completing the review of risk posed by applicants as described in §200.206 Federal awarding agency review of risk posed by applicants.
4. Anticipated Announcement and Federal Award Dates
The successful applicant will receive notification within approximately three to five weeks of the closing of this announcement.  The U.S. Department of State is under no obligation to fund any of the proposals submitted under this funding opportunity.
Following the merit review, recipients may be invited to submit applications via a limited competition notice of funding opportunity (NOFO) process in SAMS Domestic and write formal proposal applications with the end goal of signing up to two federal awards by September 2022.


F. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

1. Federal Award Notices

Following the review of SOICs, select applicants will be invited to apply to the limited competition NOFO; those applicants will write formal proposal applications, with the end goal of signing at least one federal award. The cooperative agreement award will be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer.  The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document, and it will be provided to the recipient for review and signature by email.  The recipient may only start incurring program expenses beginning on the start date shown on the grant award document signed by the Grants Officer.

If a concept is selected for the next phase or if the subsequent proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide any additional future funding. Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the discretion of the Department of State.

Issuance of this RSOIC does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals.  Furthermore, the U.S. government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received.

2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements
Payment Methods, terms and conditions, reporting requirements, federal assistance data review, and other requirements in accordance with the Office of Management and Budget’s guidance located at 2 CFR part 200 will be outlined in subsequent limited NOFO.

G.  FEDERAL AWARDING AGENCY CONTACTS
If you have any questions about the grant application process, please contact: Christine Asetta (AsettaC@state.gov).

Questions and Answers or FAQ will be posted on SAMS Domestic.  Interested applicants are also encouraged to attend the Question & Answer session on Wednesday, March 2 at 0900 ET.  
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