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I.          Funding Opportunity Description
The Public Affairs Section (PAS) of the U.S. Mission in Mexico is seeking applications from qualified Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Educational Institutions and other qualified organizations for a Cooperative Agreement, Grant or Fixed Amount Award (FAA) to help manage some of the logistics of PAS programs. The authority for this Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) can be found in the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended. 

PAS works on programs that support academic mobility between our two countries; the development of civil society; the empowerment of youth in realizing their potential through education, innovation, workforce development, and entrepreneurship; the democratic ideals of freedom of expression, freedom of the press, and intellectual freedom; teaching of the English language; empowerment and security of women and girls; and in general promoting  greater exchange between Mexico and the United States.
Subject to the availability of funds, PAS intends to issue an award in an amount not to exceed $30,000 in total funding. The U.S. Dollar amount will be funded from PAS allocated funds, for an initial project period of two years.  PAS may award up to two additional years contingent on PAS priorities, good performance of the recipient, and funding availability. Preference will be given to institutions with a proven track record of executing superior cultural, youth, and educational events and programs. 

II.         Award Information
Funding Instrument Type:  Cooperative Agreement, Grant or Fixed Amount Award (FAA) for organizations
Ceiling of Award Amount:  US$ 80,000.00
The Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Mission in Mexico reserves the right to award less or more than the funds described in the absence of worthy applications or under such other circumstances as it may deem to be in the best interest of the U.S. government.
PAS encourages applications from all sectors:  committed and organized civil-society organizations, think tanks, non-governmental organizations, and academic institutions.
III.	Application Submission and Deadline
Applications should be submitted online via email to the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Mission in Mexico at the following email address:  mexicogrants@state.gov   Applications will be accepted in English only, and final grant agreements will be concluded in English.
All applications should include the following documents to be considered:
SF-424:  Application For Federal Assistance, which is available along with guidance for completing this form at http://aopefa.a.state.gov/content/Documents/SF424.pdf
Applicants will need to have available or download the most updated version of the Adobe program to their computers in order to view and save the above-mentioned form properly.
Applications should include the following: 

In one double-spaced page, written in English, provide the following information:
a. Identification of applicant and participating organizations (introduction to the organization);
b. Organization’s vision and mission
c. Organizational chart
d. Main Point of Contact
e. Institutional capacity and project management experience, please include examples of similar projects in which the organization has worked before (if available);
f. Key personnel involved in the project

The deadline for proposal submissions is:  September 4, 2018 
Applications can be submitted at any time and will be reviewed with all the submissions received.  Applicants will be contacted 4-5 weeks after the deadline and informed whether or not their proposal was selected. 
There is no need to contact the Mission to ask about the status of your application once you have received the confirmation e-mail acknowledging receipt of your application.
To be eligible for a grant award, in addition to other conditions of this NOFO, organizations must have a commitment to non‐discrimination with respect to beneficiaries and adherence to equal opportunity employment practices. Non‐discrimination includes equal treatment without regard to race, religion, ethnicity, gender, and political affiliation.

All organizations (foreign and domestic) must have a current Unique Entity Identifier (DUNS) number to apply.  US-based organizations may request a DUNS number by calling 1-866-705-5711. Foreign organizations that do not have a Unique Entity Identifier (DUNS number) will need to go to the Dun & Bradstreet website at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/pages/CCRSearch.jsp to obtain the number. 
PAS bears no responsibility for data errors resulting from transmission or conversion processes associated with electronic submissions.

Any questions concerning this NOFO should be submitted in writing via email at mexicogrants@state.gov. The deadline for submission of questions for this NOFO is September 4, 2018. 

Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of an application. In addition, final award of any resultant grant agreement cannot be made until funds have been fully appropriated, allocated, and committed through internal PAS procedures. While it is anticipated that these procedures will be successfully completed, potential applicants are hereby notified of these requirements and conditions for award. Applications are submitted at the risk of the applicant. All preparation and submission costs are at the applicant's expense.

Substantial Involvement: PAS shall be substantially involved during the implementation of the award agreement in the following ways:
1) Approval of the Recipient’s annual work plans, including: planned activities for the following year, travel plans, planned expenditures, event planning, and changes to any activity to be carried out under the Cooperative Agreement;
2) Approval of specified key personnel;
3) Approval of sub-award Recipients (if any), and concurrence on the substantive provisions of the sub-awards; and coordination with other cooperating agencies; and 
4) Approval of Monitoring and Evaluation Plan
5) Other specific approvals will be included in the award documents

VI.        Award Administration
Award Notices:  The grant award or cooperative agreement shall be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer.  The Grants Officer is the U.S. government official delegated the authority by the U.S. Department of State Procurement Executive to write, award, and administer grants and cooperative agreements.  The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the recipient.  Organizations whose applications will not be funded will also be notified in writing.
Reporting Requirements:  All awards issued under this announcement will require both program and financial reports on a frequency specified in the award agreement.  The disbursement of funds may be tied to submission of these reports in a timely manner.  All other details related to award administration will be specified in the award agreement as well.
PAS will work with recipient organizations to implement the appropriate monitoring and evaluation plan that meets both the needs of the bureau and the implementing partner.
Branding Requirements: As a condition of receipt of a grant award, all materials produced pursuant to the award, including training materials, materials for recipients or materials to communicate or promote with foreign audiences a program, event, project, or some other activity under an agreement, including but not limited to invitations to events, press materials, and backdrops, podium signs, etc. must be marked appropriately with the standard, rectangular U.S. flag in a size and prominence equal to (or greater than) any other logo or identity. Note: Exceptions to the branding requirement are allowable under certain conditions. If an applicant is notified that their award has been chosen for funding, the Grants Officer will determine, in consultation with the applicant, if an exception is applicable.








