Funding Opportunity SFOP0005681: Questions and Answers

[bookmark: _GoBack]Q1) On pages 6 and 7, Priority Area 3, Part a. states that these grant programs will allow for “targeted funding to local businesses and organizations.”  However, a2 states that “The benefiting chamber will submit a project proposal with key objectives, deliverables, measurement tools and a budget to the successful applicant.”  We did not understand a2, which seems to imply chambers submit proposals to applicants.  Could you please clarify?
A1)  The language in a2 refers to the benefiting chamber submitting a project proposal to the successful applicant of this funding opportunity.  Thus, the successful applicant referenced is the organization that is selected to implement the Chambers of Commerce Capacity Building project.  The chamber will submit proposals from member firms to the implementer for review.
Q2) Are we correct in understanding that the maximum total is 25 pages for the non-budget/NICRA material?  A 15 page limit for the Project Narrative, which includes the logic model (3 pages or fewer), the timeline (2 pages or fewer), the security plan (5 pages or fewer), the sustainability plan (2 pages or fewer), key personnel (5 pages or fewer) plus 10 more pages available for optional documents such as letters of intent, etc.?
A2) No, there is a page limit for the Project Narrative (15 pages); the Logic Model (3 pages); the Project Timeline (2 pages); the Security, Risk Mitigation, & Contingency Planning Summary (5 pages); the Sustainability Plan (2 pages); and the Job Descriptions/Biographical Info for Key Personnel (5 pages).  In total, the page limit is 32 pages for the required documents, not including the budget and NICRA material.
Q3) Priority Area 3, Small Grants Program (p.6): Could you please clarify the intent of this small grants program? Is it to provide funding to each Chamber so they can develop and deliver tailored, diversified services to local businesses and organizations, or is it to provide funding to each Chamber so they in turn can provide small grants to local businesses and organizations?
A3) Funding will be provided to each Chamber so they can establish and manage a small grants program that provides targeted grants to local businesses.
Q4) Priority Area 3, Small Grants Program (p.6): Could you please clarify how you envision the small grants program at each Chamber being managed/overseen?  Would the successful applicant provide a sub-award to each Chamber directly for them to manage based on the proposal they submit?
A4) All guidance and requirements for the small grants program are included in Section C, Project Design.  While each Chamber will manage their own program, the implementer is responsible for oversight.
Q5) Priority Area 3, Small Grants Program (p.6): Could you please clarify how much money approximately you envision each Chamber receiving to carry out their small grants program?
A5) NEA/AC cannot advise at this time on specifics of the project budget.  It is up to the applicant how they choose to build their budget.
Q6) Priority Area 3, Small Grants Program (p.6): Could you please clarify what you mean by “in-kind contribution” from each Chamber?
	A6) In-kind refers to a contribution other than cash, such as goods or services. 
Q7) Notional Budget of 2 Years (p.14): Could you please clarify what you mean by providing a notional budget of two years? In what format would you like this notional budget to be submitted?
A7) Applicants are required to submit a budget accounting for two additional years beyond the initial 18 months, should the project be extended.  All relevant templates are included in the solicitation.
