FULL TEXT OF ANNOUNCEMENT
I. Funding Opportunity Description
Naval Base Point Loma (NBPL) houses multiple sensitive plant species, most notably Chorizanthe orcuttiana (federally listed on the Endangered Species List, or Endangered Species Act (ESA)), Piperia cooperii (not yet listed, but may be proposed for listing under the ESA and the majority of the population resides on NBPL).  To fulfill the Navy’s requirements under the ESA,Sikes Act and to protect the military mission, research into the species’ populations, ecological requirements, and life histories; and timely implementation of management actions resulting from this research is critical.  Previous monitoring has indicated that associated vegetation communities are critical to the success of these species, while competition from invasive vegetation is one of the most notable limitations on the populations.  This project will combine further research into species’ requirements with experimental adaptive management, particularly with regard to two important conservation actions:  a) the ability to expand populations through propogation (beginning in the greenhouse but with potential to eventually enable transplantation to locations off Navy land, thereby reducing the impact of federal listing on the military mission), and b) the methods and success of promoting populations through invasive species management and the restoration of historical vegetation in the vicinity.
The selected applicant will research, monitor, and adaptively manage Chorizanthe orcuttiana and Piperia cooperi populations, ecological drivers, and habitat (including competing vegetation), and analyze results to better inform an understanding of the species' status and ecological requirements, per the statement of work.  The research of Chorizanthe orcuttiana and Piperia cooperi populations and ecological drivers, combined with their adaptive management (1) provides assurance against their potential extinction, (2) allows for removal of ecological encumbrances on their long-term survival and expansion, and (3) allows for re-introduction of the species in other areas of available habitat.  Within the regulatory framework, the proposed cooperative agreement would ensure compliance with the Endangered Species Act, Sikes Act, and NBPL Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan.
Please see Statement of Work, provided as a separate attachment, for further details.
II. Award Information 
Type of assistance instrument anticipated:  

[  ]  Grant

[x ]  Cooperative Agreement (note: see Statement of Work, posted separately for “substantial involvement” expected with the agency.)
III. Eligibility Information 
1. Eligible Applicants
Any potential cooperator who qualifies under the DoDGARS 34 and 2 CFR 200 is eligible to apply.  Please see applicable terms and conditions, provided as a separate attachment.  
2. Cost Sharing or Matching 
Cost sharing [  ] is or [ x ] is not required. 

IV. Application and Submission Information 
1. Address to Request Application Package
Application packages can be obtained electronically at Grants.gov as detailed below or by contacting the individual listed in Section VII Agency Contact(s).   

Application forms and instructions are available at Grants.gov. To access these materials, go to http://www.grants.gov, select "Apply for Grants", and then select "Download Grant Application Package”.  Enter the CFDA (12.300) or the funding opportunity number (N62473-15-2-0011).
NOTE: You will not be able to download the Application Package unless you have installed Adobe Acrobat Reader. Adobe Reader is available for free to download from the Download Software page  http://grants.gov/help/download_software.jsp. 
2. Content and Form of Application Submission
Applicants may choose to submit applications in hard copy or electronically. Regardless of the means used to deliver the application, the applicant shall complete the mandatory and applicable forms by accessing the forms as noted in noted in IV, 1 “Address to Request Application Package”.
Content and Form of Application 

FORM: SF 424 (R&R)

Completion of SF-424 Fields First.  The Adobe Reader forms are designed to fill in common required fields such as the applicant name and address, DUNS number, etc., on all Adobe Reader forms.  To trigger this feature, an applicant must complete the SF-424 information first.  Once it is completed the information will transfer to the other forms.  You must complete the mandatory forms and any applicable optional forms (e.g., SF-LLL  Disclosure of Lobbying Activities) in accordance with the instructions on the forms and the  additional instructions below.  Files that are attached to the forms must be in Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) unless otherwise specified in this announcement.
FORM: RESEARCH & RELATED SENIOR/KEY PERSONNEL (EXPANDED) 

Complete all the required fields in accordance with the pop-up instructions on the form.

Biographical Sketch: Attach resume(s) of key personnel. The Applicant shall provide type written resumes, not to exceed 3 pages, single spaced with 12pt font. Resumes must state qualifications, experience with this type of project, professional registration and certificates. See Section V. Application Review Information for detailed information required per resume and minimum qualifications required.

FORM: RESEARCH AND RELATED BUDGET 
Complete the Research and Related Budget form in accordance with the instructions on the form.  You must provide a detailed cost breakdown of all costs, by cost category, by the funding periods described below, and by task/sub-task corresponding to the task number in the proposed Statement of Work.  Options (if applicable) must be separately priced.  The form will generate a cumulative budget for the total project period.  You must complete all the mandatory information on the form before the NEXT PERIOD button is activated.  You may request funds under any of the categories listed as long as the item and amount are necessary to perform the proposed work and meet all the criteria for allowability under the applicable Federal cost principles.  The budget should adhere to the following guidelines:

The budget should be driven by program requirements.  Elements of the budget should include:
· Direct Labor - Individual labor category or person, with associated labor hours and unburdened direct labor rates.
· Indirect Costs - Fringe benefits, overhead, G&A, COM, etc. (must show base amount and rate).  Justify in Field K.

· Travel - Number of trips, destination, duration, etc.  Justify in Field K.
· Subcontract - A cost proposal as detailed as the applicant's cost proposal will be required to be submitted by the subcontractor.  If applicable, include in Research & Related Subaward Budget Attachment Form.
· Consultant - Provide consultant agreement or other document that verifies the proposed loaded daily/hourly rate.  Include a description of the nature of and the need for any consultant's participation.  Strong justification must be provided, and consultants are to be used only under exceptional circumstances where no equivalent expertise can be found at a participating university.  Provide budget justification in Field K.
· Materials - Specifically itemized with costs or estimated costs.  An explanation of any estimating factors, including their derivation and application, shall be provided.  Include a brief description of the applicant's procurement method to be used (competition, engineering estimate, market survey, etc.).  Justify in Field K.
· Other Direct Costs - Particularly any proposed items of equipment or facilities.  Equipment and facilities generally must be furnished by the contractor/recipient (justifications must be provided when Government funding for such items is sought).  Include a brief description of the applicant's procurement method to be used (competition, engineering estimate, market survey, etc.).  Justify in Field K.
Budget Justification (Field K on the form): Provide the required supporting information for the cost elements as shown above (see Research & Related Budget instructions) and listed as follows: indirect cost, travel, consultant, materials, and other direct costs.  Provide any other information you wish to submit to justify your budget request.

FORM: SF-LLL DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES 

If applicable, complete SF- LLL.  Applicability: If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the grant/cooperative agreement, you must complete and submit Standard Form - LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying.”
3. Submission Dates and Times
	Significant Dates and Times

	Event 
	Date 
	Time *

	Full Applications Due 
	August 14, 2015
	10:00 AM 

	Notification of Selection for Award
	September 14, 2015**
	4:00 PM

	Start Date of Cooperative Agreement
	September 29, 2015 **
	8:00 AM



*    All times listed are pacific standard time.

**  These dates are estimates as of the date of this announcement. 

For applications submitted through Grants.gov and handling of late applications:   

After an application is submitted through Grants.gov, the Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) will receive a series of three e-mails. It is extremely important that the AOR watch for and save each of the e-mails. You will know that your application has reached NAVFAC SW when the AOR receives e-mail Number 3. You will need the Submission Receipt Number (e-mail Number 1) to track a submission. The three e-mails are: 

Number 1 – The applicant will receive a confirmation page upon completing the submission to Grants.gov. This confirmation page is a record of the time and date stamp for the submission. 

Number 2 – The applicant will receive an e-mail indicating that the application has been validated by Grants.gov within a few hours of submission. (This means that all of the required fields have been completed.) 

Number 3 – The third notice is an acknowledgment of receipt in e-mail form from the designated agency within ten days from the application due date. For applications the e-mail is sent to the authorized representative for the institution. The e-mail for applications notes that the application has been received and provides the assigned tracking number. Hard copy submissions will receive only e-mail number 3.
OPTION 1 - Any application submitted through Grants.gov where the time and date for submission (e-mail Number #1) is after the deadline for application submission in Section IV.3, will be late and will not be evaluated unless the Grants.gov website was not operational on the due date and was unable to receive the application submission. If this occurs, the time specified for the receipt of applications through Grants.gov will be extended to the same time of the day specified in this ANNOUNCEMENT on the first workday on which the Grants.gov website is operational. 

OPTION 2 - All applications must be received by the due date and time established above.  Proof of timely submission is automatically recorded by Grants.gov.  An electronic time stamp is generated within the system when the application is successfully received by Grants.gov. The applicant will receive an acknowledgement of receipt and a tracking number from Grants.gov with the successful transmission of their application. Applicants should print this receipt and save it, along with facsimile receipts for information provided by facsimile, as proof of timely submission. When NAVFAC SW successfully retrieves the application from Grants.gov, Grants.gov will provide an electronic acknowledgment of receipt to the email address of the AOR. Proof of timely submission shall be the date and time that Grants.gov receives your application. Applications received by Grants.gov, after the established due date for the program will be considered late and will not be considered for funding by NAVFAC SW.  NAVFAC SW suggests that applicants submit their applications during the operating hours of the Grants.gov Contact Center, so that if there are questions concerning transmission, operators will be available to walk you through the process.  Submitting your application during the Contact Center hours will also ensure that you have sufficient time for the application to complete its transmission prior to the application deadline. Applicants using dial-up connections should be aware that transmission should take some time before Grants.gov receives it. Grants.gov will provide either an error or a successfully received transmission message. The Grants.gov Contact Center reports that some applicants abort the transmission because they think that nothing is occurring during the transmission process. Please be patient and give the system time to process the application. Uploading and transmitting many files particularly electronic forms with associated XML schemas will take some time to be processed.  

For hard copy submissions and handling of late submissions:

Any application, modification, or revision, that is received at the designated DoD agency after the exact time specified for receipt of applications is "late" and will not be considered unless it is received before the award is made, the contracting officer determines that accepting the late application would not unduly delay the acquisition, and: 

(a) the application was sent, to the address specified for the designated agency, by U.S. Postal Service Express Mail three or more business days prior to the date specified for the receipt of applications (the term "business days" excludes weekends and U.S. Federal holidays); or 

(b) there is acceptable evidence to establish that it was received at the DoD agency designated for receipt of applications and was under the Government's control prior to the time set for receipt of applications; or 

(c) it was the only application received. 

However, a late modification of an otherwise timely and successful application that makes its terms more favorable to the Government will be considered at any time it is received and may be accepted. This applied to hard copy and Grants.gov submissions. 

Acceptable evidence to establish the time of receipt at the DoD agency includes the time/date stamp of that installation on the application wrapper, other documentary evidence of receipt maintained by the installation, or oral testimony or statements of Government personnel. 

If an emergency or unanticipated event interrupts normal Government processes so that applications cannot be received at the Government office designated for receipt of applications by the exact time specified in the announcement, and urgent Government requirements preclude amendment of the announcement closing date, the time specified for receipt of applications will be deemed to be extended to the same time of day specified in the announcement on the first work day on which normal Government processes resume. 

Note that applications delivered by commercial carriers are considered "hand carried" and that no exception can be made to allow such applications to be considered if for any reason they are received after the deadline. Applicants are advised that some applications responding to past announcements that were sent via commercial carriers were delayed during shipment and arrived after the deadlines, typically by one or two days. To decrease the probability that applications delivered by commercial carriers will arrive after the deadline and thus be ineligible to compete, applicants are urged to schedule delivery to occur several days before the deadline. 
4. Funding Restrictions 
Reimbursement of pre-award cost will [  ]  or will not [ x ] be allowed. 

5. Other Submission Requirements
Applications may be submitted as follows:

(a) Electronically through Grants.gov (see note 1 below) or direct email to: Alicen Volkening at alicen.volkening@navy.mil.  
(b) Hard copy mailed to: 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest, 

Attn: Alicen Volkening, Contract Specialist

Environmental Acquisition Core Contracts

1220 Harbor Drive, Bldg 110 

San Diego, CA. 92132
(c) Hand delivered to (Please notify  Alicen Volkening at alicen.volkening@navy.mil or at 619.532.4377 if using this method):

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest, 

Attn: Alicen Volkening, Contract Specialist

Environmental Acquisition Core Contracts

930 North Broadway

Building 110, 1st Floor 

San Diego, CA. 92132
NOTE 1 - Registration Requirements for Grants.gov: There are several one-time actions an organization must complete in order to submit an application through Grants.gov (e.g., obtain a Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number, register with the credential provider, and register with Grants.gov). See http://grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp to begin this process. Applicants, who are not registered with Grants.gov, should allow at least 21 days to complete these requirements. It is suggested that the process be started as soon as possible. 

Customer Support: Questions relating to the registration process, system requirements, how an application form works, or the submittal process must be directed to Grants.gov at 1-800-518-4726 or support@grants.gov.  The Contact Center is open from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Eastern time, Monday through Friday, except federal holidays, to address Grants.gov technology issues.  If you are experiencing difficulties with your submission it is best to call the customer support desk and get a case number. The case number will assist the NAVFAC SW with tracking your issue and provide background information on the issue.
VERY IMPORTANT – Download Adobe Acrobat Reader: Adobe Reader is available for free to download from the Download Software page http://grants.gov/help/download_software.jsp .  

V. Application Review Information
The Applicant shall provide type written resumes, not to exceed 3 pages, single spaced with 12pt font. Resumes must state qualifications, experience with this type of project, professional registration and certificates. 
1. Criteria
Factor 1 –Credentials of Principle Investigator, Project Manager, and Field Technicians – 
The Offeror shall provide type written resumes (not to exceed 3 pages each) for key personnel (see more detail below.) Resumes must state each individuals’ qualifications, experience with this type of project, professional registrations and certificates, possession of permits and licenses, and subject-relevant publications within the last seven (7) years only.  Copies of permits and licenses (not included in page totals) shall be submitted with resumes.  The Offeror shall submit evidence of the minimum technical requirements and qualifications required in the Scope of Work. Experience must be demonstrated and described in resumes with details including hours and activities.  Experience must be equivalent to the full-time requirements described in the Scope of Work.  Identification of individuals conducting work requiring licenses/permits, and a copy of all required permits and licenses must be submitted with the proposal.
a. Principle Investigator (PI):  The Recipient shall designate one person as responsible for leading the research under this Agreement, designing the study, guiding statistical analyses, conducting literature reviews and analyses/interpretations of current study data in light of management implications and the broader scientific perspective.  This individual shall have ultimate responsibility for the scientific and statistical accuracy of this study, and its contribution to science and management understanding and effectiveness for the subject species.  This individual shall have, at a minimum:

1)Masters of Science in botany, plant ecology, zoology, biology, ecology, wildlife management or a related field experience from an accredited college or university, including advanced statistical courses.

OR

Bachelors of Science degree in botany, plant ecology, zoology, biology, ecology, wildlife management or a related field experience from an accredited college or university, plus five (5) years of experience conducting research similar to this scope of work with Chorizanthe orcuttiana or a similar/related species.

2)Three (3) years of full-time experience leading research on plant life cycles, ecology, limiting factors, and population dynamics including: designing research studies, conducting statistical analyses to test results, and summarizing ecological literature in scientific journal articles or project reports.  Products from this work should demonstrate the implication of results to science, and indicated the prioritization of action recommendations.

3)A permit, or the ability to obtain a permit prior to activities requiring a permit, to collect and propagate Chorizanthe orcuttiana and any other sensitive species for which this is, or becomes a requirement during the course of the study.

4)Three (3) months of experience identifying Chorizanthe orcuttiana, Piperia cooperi, and Corethrogyne filaginifolia varieties in the field in both vegetative and reproductive growth stages and distinguishing them from species similar in appearance.  Experience can consist of working with similar species, sub-species, and varieties, as long as it is similar enough to allow for USFWS permitting necessary for collection and propagation for this project. (Permit should be held by the person in charge of field and propagation activities.)

b. Project Manager (PM): The Recipient shall designate one person as responsible for overseeing daily and on-site project and personnel supervision.  This includes logistics, safety, and implementation of study design, quality control, scheduling, and meeting reporting deadlines.  This person may be, but does not have to be, the same individual as the PI.  This person shall have, at minimum:

1)Bachelor of Science in botany, plant ecology, zoology, biology, ecology, wildlife management or a related field experience from an accredited college or university.

2)Two (2) years of experience monitoring, restoring habitat and controlling erosion in coastal sage scrub and maritime succulent scrub communities.  Experience must be from coastal areas with similar vegetation communities in southern California.  Experience should include propagating and out-planting of container stock, and monitoring and maintenance of restoration sites to meet targeted success criteria.

3)Two (2) years of experience managing project and program budgets, overseeing field crews, handling logistics, and providing excellent customer service and timely communications.

4)The primary role of the Project Manager is to run the staffing, budget, schedule, and logistics of the overall project; and to act as the primary Recipient liaison with the Navy USFWS to provide timely updates and management of reporting, comments, and inter-agency coordination.

5)Six (6) months of experience mapping plant communities in southern California and producing maps using ArcGIS and/or Arc/Info GIS software. 

6)One (1) year of experience propagating similar sensitive plant species in a nursery setting.

c. Field Technician(s) (FT): Shall assist the PI/PM with project implementation under direct supervision of the PM.  These individual(s) shall have, at a minimum:

1)Bachelor of Science in botany, plant ecology, zoology, biology, ecology, wildlife management or a related field experience from an accredited college or university.

2)One (1) year of local experience in identifying, monitoring, and restoring California coastal sage scrub and maritime succulent scrub.

3)Three (3) months of experience identifying Chorizanthe orcuttiana in the field in both vegetative and reproductive growth stages and distinguishing Chorizanthe orcuttiana from species similar in appearance.

4)Field technicians will work under the supervision of the PI and Project Manager in a manner consistent with all applicable permit requirements.

Factor 2 – Innovative Scientific Approach – The Offeror shall provide a brief summary not to exceed five (5) pages that includes planned methodology and approach for the subject cooperative agreement requirements to include:  innovative and feasible approaches to the Scope of Work.  The Offeror shall be evaluated as to the soundness of the overall approach and use of any innovative techniques to accomplish project objectives.

Factor 3 – Analysis, Interpretation, and Summarizing Ability – The Offeror shall submit three (3) writing samples (All writing samples must be from a report commissioned by an educational institution, local or State government, or private corporation (or some entity other than the Department of Defense.):  

1. One (1) writing sample shall be an example of a summary page from a report, such as an Abstract, or the Key Findings and Action Items.  This sample should not exceed one (1) page.  Example must clearly and succinctly describe how current findings relate to scientific literature on the subject and the relative importance of findings to the land owner, and provide justified, prioritized recommendations for future actions.  

2. One (1) writing sample shall consist of a list of references and brief summary of their importance to the current study’s context and interpretation.  This writing sample should not exceed four (4) pages.  List of references expected to be incorporated/utilized shall be in a format similar to a bibliography.  The summary of references should be in the format of a literature review, containing one (1) to three (3) sentences describing how each reference provides insight and context for the current study.   Approximately ten (10) references should be provided.  Only three (3) references included here may fall into any of the following categories:  be products of the current Offerors, be multiple studies with the same authors, arise as separate publications from the same research project, or be one of the reports provided with the proposal.

3. One (1) writing sample shall consist of two (2) GPS/GIS maps (1 page each) summarizing the findings of a study utilizing professional symbology and industry standards for map making.  The maps shall be from a study the Offeror conducted in the last three (3) years and the creator of the maps must be part of the currently proposed team (and shall be identified, along with their proposed role in the project).  The first map shall demonstrate the ability of the Offeror to convey the most important summary information for land management.  The second map shall convey large amounts of data side by side in an easy to read, easy to view format with professional appearances and industry standards.

Factor 4 - Reasonableness of Cost - After technical evaluation of the proposal, the Offers shall be analyzed to determine whether they are materially/mathematically balanced with respect to fair and reasonable pricing.  A clear cost breakdown of work elements to be accomplished detailing quantities for the various work items, unit, and unit prices is required.  Evaluation will include an analysis to determine the Offeror’s comprehension of the requirements of the proposed agreement as well as to assess the validity of the Offeror’s approach.
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF EVALUATION FACTORS – Factor 1, Credentials of Principle Investigator, Project Manager, and Field Technicians, Factor 2, Innovative Scientific Approach, Factor 3, Analysis, Interpretation, and Summarizing Ability, and Factor 4, Reasonableness of Cost are approximately equal.

2. Review and Selection Process
Every deviation from the scope of work requirement must be identified.  Proposer must identify the paragraph in the scope of work that is applicable and provide sufficient information to justify why the deviation is in the best interest of the government.

All requirements listed are minimum requirements. Information provided must be recent (within last seven (7) years) and relevant. Offerors will be assessed on their ability to adhere to the listed requirements, completeness of responses, follow directions, comply with restrictions and provide quality control on their submittals.  All page limits refer to 12 point font and single spaced one-sided pages. 

VI. Award Administration Information 
1. Award Notices
The notice of award addressed to the successful applicant and signed by the Grants Officer (or equivalent) will be forwarded via electronic transmission. Original copies of the Agreement will be enclosed for the successful applicant’s signature and return for the Grants Officer’s counter signature.  
2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements
The Terms and Conditions are posted as a separate document.  
3. Reporting
Reports/submittal information including frequency and means of submission are contained in the Statement of Work, posted as a separate document
VII. Agency Contact(s)
All questions relating to this announcement shall be referred to:

Alicen Volkening, Contract Specialist

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest, 

Environmental Acquisition Core Contracts

930 North Broadway

San Diego, CA. 92132
Email: alicen.volkening@navy.mil
Phone Office: 619-532-4377
Fax: 619-532-1778
VIII. Other Information
The cost of preparing applications and/or proposals in response to this announcement is not considered an allowable direct charge to any award made under this funding opportunity. The Government is not obligated to make any award as a result of this announcement. Only the Grant Officer can bind the Government to the expenditure of funds.
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