REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF INTEREST AND CAPACITY (RSOIC)
 Bureau of Counterterrorism (CT)
Strengthening Effective Counter Terrorist Financing Compliance 

Announcement Type:	New Announcement
Funding Opportunity Title:		Strengthening Effective CTF Compliance 
Assistance Listing Number:		19.701
Cost Sharing Requirement: 		Not Required
Funding Type: 	Discretionary
Authority:	Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 as amended 
Source of Funding	NADR/CTF
Funding Activity Category: 	Foreign Assistance 

RSOIC Issuance Date:	04/26/2019  
Closing Date for Submission of         Complete SOICs must be submitted through SAMS     
Applications:                                      Domestic or www.grants.gov by 06/10/2019 11:59 pm ET Deadline for Receipt of Questions     05/13/2019, 5:00 pm, ET

Eligibility Category: 	U.S. based non-profit/non-governmental organizations (NGOs) having a 501(c) (3) status with the IRS; overseas non-governmental organizations; Foreign Public Entities and Public International Organizations (PIOs).

Type of Applicant:			Organizations.   Individuals are not eligible to apply
Electronic Requirement: 	Yes.  E-mailed or faxed proposal packages will not be considered.
Number of Applications:	One application per organization 
	NOTE:  Organizations may form consortia and submit a combined proposal.  However, only one organization must be designated as the lead applicant.  The lead applicant must meet the eligibility criteria listed above.  
Deadline of Submissions: 	06/10/2019

Est. Project Start Date:		August 30, 2019
Est. Project End Date: 		August 30, 2021

Project Duration:	24 months
	
This Request for a Statement of Interest and Capacity (RSOIC) opportunity is posted on grants.gov and may be amended.  Answers to questions from potential applicants will be posted as an attachment to this RSOIC.  Applicants should regularly check the www.grants.gov website for the most recent information pertaining to this RSOIC.  Department of State/CT bears no responsibility for data errors resulting from transmission or conversion processes associated with electronic submissions.  


PLEASE NOTE: CT requests all applications to this RSOIC be submitted through SAMS Domestic (https://mygrants.service-now.com) or www.grants.gov.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Counterterrorism (CT) announces a Request for Statements of Interest and Capacity (RSOIC) for organizations interested in submitting Statements of Interest and Capacity (SOIC) and developing and implementing collaborative approaches to building partner nation capacity to counter terrorist financing by increasing effective CTF compliance.  Successful applications will result in an invitation to participate in a co-creation workshop intended to result in the design of a creative, collaborative, and comprehensive program to strengthen the justice sector, including law enforcement , financial institutions, and related stakeholder capacity to comply with and develop or implement terrorist finance and money laundering regulations.  Following the workshop, the forthcoming program proposal(s) should aim to cultivate the knowledge and tools to disrupt terrorist financing and money laundering flows at their inception. 

CT will review SOICs and, based on favorable evaluation, selected participants will receive an invitation to participate in the co-creation workshop, which will be held in Washington, D.C. in June.  If selected, organizations should be prepared to arrange for travel to Washington D.C to attend the co-creation workshop.  Please note that invitation to the workshop does not automatically result in funding. Currently, CT gets an annual appropriation of approximately $10,000,000 every year, some or all of which could be directed towards the projects that result from this process. The amount of resources made available under this RSOIC will depend on the concepts received and the availability of these funds. CT reserves the right to fund any or none of the proposals discussed at the co-creation workshop.  Following the co-creation workshop, CT may select one or more participants to prepare a formal proposal application with the end goal of signing a federal award. 

This Request for Submission of a Statement of Interest and Capacity consists of this cover page plus the following sections:

I. Requested Statement of Interest and Capacity (RSOIC) Objectives in the Context of Co-Creation
II. SOIC Opportunity Description
III. Eligibility Information
IV. Agency Contacts

Eligible organizations interested in submitting a SOIC are encouraged to review this RSOIC thoroughly to understand the type of project sought and the application submission requirements and review process.

I. RSOIC OBJECTIVES IN THE CONTEXT OF CO-CREATION

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Counterterrorism (CT) announces a RSOIC from organizations interested in participating in the development of and potentially implementing a program focused on anti-money laundering and counterterrorist financing (AML/CFT) capacity building. 
The program’s primary objectives are to:
· Convene relevant stakeholders to increase understanding of AML/CFT issues 
· Design/implement the technical requirements of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
· Develop an appropriate toolkit to disrupt terrorist financing and money laundering
· Increase host-nation capacity to regulate and interdict the informal money sector 
Proposals for this program will be developed through a multi-phased, co-creation process. The intent of the co-creation process is to foster collaboration across a variety of implementers with different areas of expertise, perspectives, and experiences to co-design, co-develop, pilot, and innovate practical and scalable solutions to complex problem sets. CT invites organizations to collaborate with us to create strategic, focused, and results-oriented AML/CFT capacity building programming.
 
Applicants must first submit a SOIC, which is a concise, three-page concept note designed to communicate a program idea and its objectives before the development of a full proposal application for this program.  The process allows applicants the opportunity to preview program ideas to CT for evaluation prior to a co-creation workshop and the development of full proposal applications. Upon review of eligible SOICs, CT will invite selected applicants to participate in a co-creation workshop intended to develop some or all of their ideas into full proposal applications. 

There is one deadline for the submission of the first phase SOIC – June 10, 2019 by 11:59 PM ET 

II. SOIC OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

BACKGROUND AND PROBLEM STATEMENT: Many prior CT-funded CTF assistance programs have focused on developing foreign governments’ legal and regulatory AML/CFT regimes, especially in high-risk countries that can serve as conduits of money laundering and terrorist financing.  CT seeks to move beyond promoting technical compliance with international standards and increasingly focus on improving the effectiveness of AML/CFT systems to address the risk of terrorist financing.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Effectiveness in the AML/CFT context is the extent to which financial systems and economies mitigate the risk and threats of money laundering and financing of terrorism and proliferation, and the effectiveness of each country’s AML/CFT system depends on the extent to which it implements the technical requirements of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) Standards.  Examples of capacity-building efforts to increase the effectiveness of an AML/CFT system include, but are not limited to:  improving financial sector oversight with an emphasize on the informal financial sector; mitigating cross-border movements of physical currency; increasing foreign governments’ domestic coordination amongst financial institutions and the justice sector to combat terrorism financing; strengthens host-nation reporting and implementation of suspicious transaction reporting; and assisting in the development and implementation of robust targeted financial sanctions.  

CHALLENGE: Given the variety and interconnectedness of stakeholders involved, CT believes co-creation will produce innovative and comprehensive programming approaches to this complex problem.  CT is seeking proposals that outline how applicants would convene relevant stakeholders to increase understanding of AML/CFT issues, and design and implement training or technical assistance in accordance with international standards and best practices.  Proposed approaches should be adaptable and context-specific, and special attention should be paid to improving the implementation of existing or nascent AML/CFT systems.  Training or technical assistance, and the design and deployment of tools for the effective improvements to a country’s (or countries’) AML/CFT system(s) should be clearly articulated.  The Department welcomes proposed approaches for single countries as well as regional approaches to increasing AML/CFT effectiveness.  Approaches should focus on countries and regions that are foreign assistance eligible (in other words, high income, developed countries will not be a focus of this program).

GENERAL CRITERIA FOR CONSIDERATION: 

Submissions are not evaluated against other submissions, but solely against the evaluation criteria. 

Applicants should:

· Demonstrate expertise and experience working with financial institutions, law enforcement and/or other related stakeholders, preferably related to counterterrorism financing, regulatory regime development and international compliance, particularly in high-risk countries. 
· Demonstrate knowledge of international standards, policies, and practices specific to money laundering and terrorist financing, and related international and/or inter-governmental organizations, such as the FATF.
· Demonstrated understanding of how terrorist and criminal networks exploit financial systems to move financial assets within a specific country and/or region. 
· Clearly articulate strategies for building the capacity of an array of actors from financial institutions, law enforcement, and other related stakeholders. 
· Identify AML/CFT subject matter experts who would assist in the design and delivery of the program and who would be able to participate at the co-creation workshop
· Include a description of how the organization envisions working with other potential implementers 
· Present a flexible, practical, and cost-effective approach to addressing stated objectives, while also clearly addressing monitoring and evaluation efforts.

III. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

Organizations submitting SOICs must meet the following criteria:
· Be a U.S.-based or foreign-based non-profit organization/non-governmental organization (NGO) having a 501(c) (3) status with the IRS; an overseas non-governmental organization; or a public international organization; or
· Have existing, or the capacity to develop, active partnerships with thematic or in-country partners, entities, relevant financial and law enforcement stakeholders; and
· Have demonstrable experience administering successful and preferably similar programs.  

ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON PARTICIPATION

CT is committed to an anti-discrimination policy in all of its programs and activities. CT welcomes SOIC submissions irrespective of an applicant’s race, ethnicity, color, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, or other status. 

No entity listed on the Excluded Parties List System in the System for Award Management (SAM) is eligible for any assistance or can participate in any activities under an award in accordance with the OMB guidelines at 2 CFR 180 that implement Executive Orders 12549 (3 CFR 1986 Comp., p. 189) and 12689 (3 CFR1989 Comp., p. 235), “Debarment and Suspension”    Additionally, no entity listed on the EPLS can participate in any activities under an award.  All applicants are strongly encouraged to review the EPLS in SAM to ensure that no ineligible entity is included.

Organizations are not required to have a valid Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number, formerly referred to as a DUNS (Data Universal Numbering System) number, and an active SAM.gov registration to apply for this solicitation.  However, if a SOIC is approved, these will need to be obtained before an organization is able to submit a full application. Please begin this process as soon as possible. Please note that there is no cost associated with UEI or SAM.gov registration.

Technically eligible SOICs are those which: 

1.	Arrive electronically via SAMS Domestic or Grants.gov by 11:59 p.m. ET on June 10, 2019, under the announcement title “Bureau of Counterterrorism: “Strengthening Effective CTF Compliance.” 
2.	Are written in English;
3.	Heed all instructions and do not violate any of the guidelines stated in this solicitation.

For all SOIC documents please ensure:

1.	All pages are numbered;
2.	All documents are formatted to 8 ½ x 11 sizing; and,
3.	All documents are single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font, with 1-inch margins.  Captions and footnotes may be 10-point Times New Roman font.  Font sizes in charts and tables can be reformatted to fit within one page width.

NOTE:  It is Department of State policy that English is the official language of all documents.  If reports or any supporting documents are provided in both English and a foreign language, it must be stated in each version that the English language version is the controlling version.  

Grants.gov and SAMS Domestic automatically log the date and time a submission is made, and the U.S. Department of State will use this information to determine whether it has been submitted on time. Late submissions are neither reviewed nor considered unless the CT point of contact listed in section VI is contacted prior to the deadline and is provided with evidence of system errors caused by www.grants.gov or SAMS Domestic (https://mygrants.service-now.com) that is outside of the applicant’s control and is the reason for a late submission. 

Applicants should not expect a notification upon CT receiving their SOIC. It is the sole responsibility of the applicant to ensure that all of the material submitted in the SOIC submission package is complete, accurate, and current. CT will not accept SOICs submitted via email, fax, the postal system, or delivery companies or couriers. CT strongly encourages all applicants to submit SOICs before the deadline to ensure that the SOIC has been received and is complete.

All technically eligible SOICs will then be reviewed by a CT Review Panel to make selections on who will be invited to participate in the workshop.  That decision will be based on how well the SOIC meets the solicitation request, U.S. foreign policy goals, and the priority needs of the CT Bureau, based on a “yes” or “no” review.  Panelists review each SOIC individually against the evaluation criteria, not against competing SOICs. 

Once a SOIC receives a “yes,” selected applicants will be invited to an in-person, co-creation workshop based on their SOICs.  Invited participants are expected to fund their own travel if coming from outside the Washington, DC area.  Please note only two people from each organization are permitted entry into the co-creation workshop. It is important to send the appropriate two people to this workshop, as we are seeking participants who have extensive knowledge about the problem set and challenges and who can significantly contribute to the conversation as subject matter experts.

Unless directed otherwise by the organization, CT may also refer SOICs for possible consideration in other U.S. government related funding opportunities. 
 
CT reserves the right to make a final determination regarding all funding matters, pending funding availability.

SOIC submissions that do not meet all of the requirements outlined in the RSOIC will NOT be considered.  

FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION:

Issuance of this RSOIC does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of an application.  In addition, a final award cannot be made until funds have been fully appropriated, allocated, and committed through internal CT Bureau procedures.  While it is anticipated that these procedures will be successfully completed, potential applicants are hereby notified of these requirements and conditions for award.  Applications are submitted at the risk of the applicant. All preparation and submission costs are at the applicant’s expense.

It is the responsibility of the recipient of this RSOIC to ensure that it has been recorded as received by Grants.gov in its entirety.  Incomplete applications will be considered ineligible. 

The Department of State bears no responsibility for data errors resulting from transmission or conversion processes associated with electronic submissions. 


OTHER INFORMATION

Applicant organizations must demonstrate adherence to equal opportunity employment practices and commitment to non-discrimination with respect to beneficiaries. Non-discrimination includes equal treatment without regard to race, religion, ethnicity, gender, and political affiliation.  Applicants are reminded that U.S. Executive Orders and U.S. law prohibits transactions with or support to individuals or organizations associated with terrorism. 

IV. AGENCY CONTACTS

Any prospective applicant desiring an explanation or interpretation of this RSOIC must request it in writing by the deadline for questions to allow a reply to reach all prospective applicants before the submission of their applications. Any information given to a prospective applicant concerning this RSOIC will be furnished promptly to all other prospective applicants as a Questions and Answers attachment to this RSOIC, if that information is necessary in submitting applications or if the lack of it would be prejudicial to any other prospective applicants.

Any questions concerning this RSOIC must be submitted in writing by email to the Bureau of Counterterrorism, Natalie Balents: BalentsNM@state.gov, along with the project’s title: Strengthening Effective CTF Compliance, the RSOIC number, and your organization’s name in the subject line.

SAMS Domestic Help Desk: 

For assistance with SAMS Domestic accounts and technical issues related to the system, please contact the ILMS help desk by phone at 1-888-313-4567 (toll charges for international callers) or through the Self Service online portal that can be accessed from https://afsitsm.service-now.com/ilms. Customer Support is available 24/7/365. 

Grants.gov Helpdesk: 

For assistance with Grants.gov accounts and technical issues related to using the system, please call the Contact Center at 1-800-518-4726 or email support@grants.gov. The Contact Center is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, except federal holidays. 

See https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/snow-dismissal-procedures/federal-holidays/ for a list of federal holidays. 

With the exception of technical submission questions, during the solicitation period U.S. Department of State staff in Washington and overseas shall not discuss this competition until the entire review process has been completed and rejection and approval letters have been transmitted. 
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