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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	 

	Project Title
	Youth Healthy Initiative for Kids in the Environment (HIKE)

	Recipient
	Natural Science Collaborative

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Joanna Stark, Director, Natural Science Collaborative

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$30,000

	Cost Share
	 No

	New Award or Continuation?
	New award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	2 years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	2 years

	Award Instrument
	Assistance Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (P.L. 94-579); Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-351)

	CFDA # and Title
	Unique Qualifications

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	The Collaborative is a non-profit broad-based partnership of natural resource and education agencies that serves as an information network to improve community access. The Collaborative works with nature centers, museums, natural science institutions, researchers, ecotourism operators, educators, students, school administrators, and various federal and state agencies. Established in 1995, the Collaborative promotes a better understanding of available learning opportunities offered by these agencies in the Coachella Valley and surrounding areas. There is no other organization that pools resources and works together with the many natural science institutions in the region to promote and deliver environmental education to a wide and diverse audience. The Collaborative, therefore, is uniquely qualified to continue its role in supporting the Monument’s environmental education program.. 
Funds provided through this assistance agreement are identified through the BLM’s Budget Planning System (BPS) for award to Natural Science Collaborative from a Hands on the Land grant in support of environmental education and employment of youth.

	BLM  Point of Contact
	Tracy Albrecht, Interpretive Specialist, Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument


OVERVIEW
The assistance agreement made and entered into by the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, California State Office, Palm Springs-South Coast Field Office (BLM) and the Natural Science Collaborative (Collaborative) is for the purpose of providing stipends to youth who serve as instructors in environmental education programs.

The Natural Science Collaborative is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization formed in 1995 to support and promote environmental and natural science education programs, events and communications that increase awareness of the value and beauty of the natural resources throughout the Southern California desert region. Of particular interest, the Natural Science Collaborative strives to support education, conservation, and research in the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument.   
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
The recipient (Natural Science Collaborative) of BLM funds will utilize funds provided to them under this agreement to support stipends of environmental education instructors when engaged in the HIKE program.  The recipient will also use these funds for support of similar interpretive programs such as outreach to summer camps, when the HIKE program is not in session.   
BLM  INVOLVEMENT

BLM will be substantially involved with the Collaborative  in coordinating development, marketing and implementation of the education  program that supports the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument.  Substantial involvement on the part of BLM is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria: 
4. Unique Qualifications. 
Single Source Justification Description:

 The Collaborative is a non-profit broad-based partnership of natural resource and education agencies that serves as an information network to improve community access. The Collaborative works with nature centers, museums, natural science institutions, researchers, ecotourism operators, educators, students, school administrators, and various federal and state agencies. Established in 1995, the Collaborative promotes a better understanding of available learning opportunities offered by these agencies in the Coachella Valley and surrounding areas. There is no other organization that pools resources and works together with the many natural science institutions in the region to promote and deliver environmental education to a wide and diverse audience. The Collaborative, therefore, is uniquely qualified to continue its role in supporting the Monument’s environmental education program.
The Collaborative has worked successfully with the National Monument in the past. Two years after the National Monument was created the Collaborative and National Monument entered into a Memorandum of Understanding in which the Collaborative publicized the National Monument locally, nationally and internationally. Enhanced awareness of the Monument, especially in the Coachella Valley, significantly expanded its role as an outdoor recreation destination and resource for natural and cultural history. Through the Collaboration’s promotions of the National Monument, significant increases in attendance at special events were realized, such as the Monument’s annual anniversary celebrations, nature hikes, and lectures. At Desert Nature Festivals organized by the Collaborative, the National Monument had a venue for promoting use of public lands. 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY


1.  Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, 43 U.S.C. 1737 (b), as amended, Public Law 94-579, Section 307 (b), which authorizes cooperative agreements for the management, protection, development and sale of public lands. 


2.  Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument Act of 2000, 16 U.S.C. 431 note, as amended, Public Law 106-351, Section 4 (c)(1), which authorizes cooperative agreements and shared management arrangements for the purposes of management, interpretation, research and education regarding the resources of the National Monument.

PAGE  
2

-  -



