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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	P14AS00103

	Project Title
	Natural Resource Condition Assessment of Parks in the NCR Network (GWMP, NACE, PRWI, WOTR)

	Recipient
	University of Maryland

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. Heath Kelsey
UMCES, Horn Point Lab
University of Maryland

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$63,860

	Cost Share
	Not required

	New Award or Continuation?
	Continuation

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Through December 2017

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Through December 2017

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement P11AC30805 (task award modification)

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. §5933

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945 Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	#2 - Continuation


	NPS Point of Contact
	Rita L. Mihalik, FA Officer 301-663-1481  x 225


OVERVIEW
The purpose of this study is to undertake Natural Resource Condition Assessments for four parks in the National Capital Region Inventory and Monitoring Network (GWMP, NACE, PRWI and WOTR). This task agreement will undertake a full assessment for four National Parks within the National Capital Region Network. University of Maryland and NPS Inventory and Monitoring staff will collate and analyze data from these four parks. In consultation with park resource managers, metrics useful in assessing the resource condition within the parks will be identified and summarized. In this process, appropriate thresholds for vital signs will be determined. Metrics will then be combined into an integrated ecosystem assessment, giving a spatially explicit assessment of resource status throughout the parks and, where possible, throughout the adjoining watershed. This area of study is relevant to the Service mission and the general good of the scientific community and will enhance the Cooperator's research and environmental education programs.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
University of Maryland staff will collate data from these four parks, working with Inventory and Monitoring staff as well as park resources managers. In consultation with parks’ resource managers, metrics that will be useful in assessing the resource condition within the parks will be identified and summarized. In this process, appropriate thresholds for vital signs will be determined. Metrics will then be combined into an integrated ecosystem assessment, giving a spatially explicit assessment of resource status throughout the parks and, where possible, throughout the adjoining watershed as well as within each habitat type represented within each park. The summary assessment will be delivered on the web and in NPS Policy briefs. The Cooperator will rely on their experience gained in producing the Natural Resource Condition Assessment for Rock Creek Park during 2007–2008, as well as the condition assessments for Antietam, Monocacy, and Manassas National Battlefield Parks (2008– 2010) and for Catoctin Mountain Park, C&O Canal National Historical Park, and Harpers Ferry National Historical Park (2010–2013). The Cooperator will prepare the final Natural Resource Condition Assessment reports that assess the status of a suite of relevant natural resource indicators. 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT
National Park Service staff will participate in all phases of the project planning, including aspects of the assessment design, site selection, refinement of the protocol, and the development of standard procedures for assessing natural resources. NPS I&M staff will provide overall project management and guidance, substantial writing and editing of documents and production of all GIS products. The parks (GWMP, NACE, PRWI, WOTR) staff will work iteratively with the PI to define and characterize definitions and evaluation criteria of key resources.  NPS will also participate in data analysis and database development, and will provide extensive GIS support, including base maps needed for project planning. The NPS will provide data on multiple natural resources including status of plant and animal communities. The Service will provide the Cooperator with descriptions and backgrounds of actual resource management threats and needs through appropriate planning documents and from direct contacts with specific park staff.  Appropriate permits, use of park facilities, and logistical support, when available, and access to resources of the national park system, subject to approval, will be provided by the NPS.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(2) Continuation
Single Source Justification Description:

The Chesapeake Watershed Cooperative Ecosystem Study Unit (CW-CESU) is a partnership of universities. The University of Maryland is one of the partners. 

The Cooperator, the University of Maryland houses well-known and respected ecologists knowledgeable about the scientific methods of assessing the status of natural resources in National Parks of the U.S. This cooperative effort will allow the Cooperator to continue to build upon and expand on their work by allowing them to test and verify their scientific protocols with actual field data collected on a regional basis and to gain a better understanding of the status of natural resources in the NCR. The faculty of the proposed Cooperator brings to this partnership a unique knowledge of assessment of resources gained from years involved in development of resource assessments.  The Cooperator has completed Natural Resource Condition Assessments for Rock Creek Park during 2007–2008, as well as the condition assessments for Antietam, Monocacy, and Manassas National Battlefield Parks (2008– 2010) and for Catoctin Mountain Park, C&O Canal National Historical Park, and Harpers Ferry National Historical Park (2010–2013). The Cooperator has a demonstrated track record for completion of projects on time and on budget with excellent quality. Their prior program experience and research expertise, and physical proximity to many field sites make the proposed Cooperator uniquely qualified to carry out the terms of this Agreement in a most cost-effective manner.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The National Park Service (NPS) is responsible for the management of areas in the National Park System to conserve the scenery, the natural and historic objects, and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations (16 U.S.C. §1 et seq.).  In accordance with 16 U.S.C. §1a-2j, 16 U.S.C. §5933, and 16 U.S.C. §5934, the NPS is authorized to enter into a cooperative agreement to establish the Chesapeake Watershed CESU to assist in providing research, technical assistance and education. 
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