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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
I. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

A. Legislative Authority

The Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) program is authorized as part of the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) (16 U.S.C. 3839aa-8). The Secretary of Agriculture
delegated the authority for the administration of EQIP, including CIG, to the Chief of the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), who is Vice President of the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC). EQIP is funded and administered by NRCS under the authorities of the
CCC.

B. Overview

The purpose of CIG is to stimulate the development and adoption of innovative conservation
approaches and technologies, while leveraging the Federal investment in environmental
enhancement and protection in conjunction with agricultural production. CIG projects are
expected to lead to the transfer of conservation technologies, management systems, and
innovative approaches (such as market-based systems) into NRCS technical manuals and guides
or to the private sector. CIG is used to apply or demonstrate previously proven technology in
order to increase adoption with an emphasis on opportunities to scale proven, emerging
conservation strategies. CIG promotes sharing of skills, knowledge, technologies, and facilities
among communities, governments, and other institutions to ensure that scientific and
technological developments are accessible to a wider range of users. CIG funds projects
targeting innovative on-the-ground conservation, including pilot projects and field
demonstrations. CIG does not fund research projects, with the exception of on-farm
conservation research. On-farm conservation research is defined as an investigation conducted
to answer a specified conservation-related question using a statistically valid design, while
employing farm-scale equipment on farm fields. Specifically, a valid study design will use an
appropriate number of replications and statistical analysis of results. To the extent NRCS funds
research projects through CIG, the Agency will only fund research projects that stimulate
innovative approaches to natural resource management in conjunction with agricultural
production.

NRCS will accept proposals under this notice for single or multiyear projects, not to exceed three
years, submitted by eligible entities from Virginia. Eligible entities include Indian Tribes, State
and local units of government, non-governmental organizations and individuals.

Proposals will be screened for completeness and compliance with the provisions of this notice.
Incomplete and/or noncompliant proposals will be eliminated from competition, and notification of
elimination will be sent to the applicant. Complete proposals received by the applicable deadline
will be evaluated by a Virginia CIG Review Group made up of NRCS staff. The CIG Review
Group will evaluate complete proposal applications based on the Proposal Evaluation Criteria
identified in the instructions in section V.B. We will be especially looking for proposals that
demonstrate the use of innovative technologies and/or approaches to address at least one of the
topics provided in section L.D. of this notice. The CIG Review Group will make its
recommendations for project approval to the NRCS State Conservationist who will make the final
selections.
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o Project activities that have been featured on recipient or partner websites and success
stories that could be amplified by NRCS.
* EQIP Requirements
o Provide the following in accordance with the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) and CIG agreement provisions:
» A listing of EQIP-eligible producers involved in the project, identified by name
and social security number or taxpayer identification number;

» A self-certification statement indicating that each individual or entity receiving a
direct or indirect payment for any structural, vegetative, or management practice
through this grant is in compliance with the AGI and highly-erodible lands and
wetlands conservation compliance provisions of the Agricultural Act of 2014.

The final report is due to the NRCS program, technical, and administrative contacts 90 days after
completion of the project. This report is distinct from the performance progress reports
described above. The final report will summarize the project and describe methods, quality
control, findings, and recommendations.

E. Freedom of Information and Privacy Act
Applicants should be aware that some or all of the information submitted in their application
may be subject to public disclosure through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Applicants

are advised to mark confidential information, such as proprietary information, to prevent
disclosure.

VII. AGENCY CONTACTS

CIG Program Contact
Blaine Delaney, Virginia CIG Program Manager
USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service
1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 209, Richmond, VA 23229-5014
Phone: (804) 287-1663
Email: Blaine.Delaney@va.usda.gov

CIG Administrative Contact
Twyla Gendron, Business Services Specialist
USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service
1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 209, Richmond, VA 23229-5014
Phone: (804) 287-1628

Email: Twyla.Gendron@va.usda.gov

Additional information about CIG, including fact sheets and frequently asked questions, is
available on the NRCS CIG web page at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/cig/index.html.
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/cig/

To leam more about the Virginia NRCS CIG Program go to

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/va/programs/financial/cig/ . You will see a link

on this webpage (Project Fact Sheets, Reference Materials and Final Reports) that will take you
to some examples of CIG project deliverables, such as project fact sheets (now required as an
outcome of each project) and final reports.

A
Signed this Z § 2! day of /:Céﬂ a4 U = Zo/7 in Richmond, Virginia.

Wrr e

OHN A. BRICKER
State Conservationist
’ / Natural Resources Conservation Service

Attachments

A. APPLICATION PACKAGE CHECK LIST
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