[image: C:\AA_Files\Art & Images\NPS Designs & Graphics\My Arrowheads\Arrowhead_test.gif][image: ]UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE


NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Notice of Intent to Award is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following federal financial assistance project without full and open competition since full and open competition is not required for federal financial assistance projects (31 USC 6301(3); DOI 505 DM 2.2 & 2.13)


	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	[bookmark: _GoBack]P15AS00293

	Project Title
	Determine movements of wild hogs in BISO and GRSM
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	University of Tennessee

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. Joseph D. Clark, Research Ecologist
The University of Tennessee
(865) 974-4790;   Jclark1@utk.edu

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$234,000   (FY15: $12,500)

	Cost Share
	N/A

	New Award or Continuation?
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	Award Instrument
	Southern Appalachian Mountains CESU Cooperative/Task Agreement
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	54 USC Sec. 101702(a) & (b); 54 USC 100703; 1988 Omnibus Act

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945  --  Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)
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 PROJECT OVERVIEW

A. Project Objectives: PROJECT OBJECTIVE(S):  Project objectives are to 1) conduct a radio-telemetry project to determine movement patterns of wild hogs in GRSM and BISO including their response to control/hunting efforts, and 2) conduct a stable isotope analysis to determine the scope and extent of illegal releases of feral hogs near GRSM.

PROJECT BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area (BISO) and Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GRSM) both have populations of exotic invasive wild hogs.  Little is known about the BISO hog population, and although public hunting is permitted, hogs continue to impact native resources.  GRSM staff have been trapping and shooting wild hogs since 1959; however, illegal stocking of feral hogs near the park boundary is compromising control efforts and likely contributed to the presence and spread of pseudorabies.  Recently, GRSM partnered with the National Institute for Mathematical and Biological Synthesis at the University of Tennessee to form a Feral swine/pseudorabies Working Group in GRSM.  

The working group is using GRSM hog control and disease monitoring data to develop models to evaluate control efforts and predict consequences for spread of pseudorabies and other emerging foreign animal diseases.  However, model development has been hampered by the lack of information on wild hog movements in GRSM and information related to the illegal releases of feral hogs.  

The purpose of this project is to determine movements of wild hogs for disease modeling and control efforts in BISO and GRSM.  Information gained from this project would significantly improve the capabilities and usefulness of the models, and provide information related to wild hog control and law enforcement efforts.  Information from these projects will also be used to revise the GRSM wild hog control guidelines and GRSM wild hog management folio, as well as the development of a wild hog control strategy and plan for BISO.

The project will also be useful to other land management agencies responsible for controlling exotic wild hogs.  Work will be conducted by Masters Student, providing an opportunity to better understand and manage wild hogs.

B. Project Tasks: 

1. The Cooperator will submit a research permit application at GRSM and BISO for the work covered under this agreement.

2. Once the permit has been issued, the Cooperator will capture wild hogs in BISO and GRSM, and instrument them with GPS radio transmitters to determine their movement patterns.

3. The Cooperators will conduct a stable isotope analysis to determine the scope and extent of illegal releases of feral hogs near GRSM.

4. The Cooperator will provide NPS with an electronic copy of all data resulting from this work.

5. The Cooperator will provide NPS with a written report at the end of the task agreement that includes summaries of the results and professional interpretation of the data.

ROLE OF COOPERATOR IN THIS PROJECT:
The Cooperator will:

1. Conduct a research study of the movement patterns of wild hogs in BISO and GRSM.

2. Conduct a stable isotopes analysis of wild hogs in GRSM.

3. Develop management recommendations for future wild hog control in BISO and GRSM.

4. Acknowledge the NPS and the Southern Appalachian CESU in any peer-reviewed publication generated from this project.


ROLE OF NPS IN THIS PROJECT:
The NPS will:

1. Provide project guidance, as well as, hog traps and supplies, a portable radio and gate keys.
 
2. Provide financial assistance to the Cooperator as provided in the Agreement.

3. Designate Bill Stiver as the Project Representative for GRSM and Tom Blount for BISO.

4. Designate Matt Kulp as the Agreement Technical Representative (ATR).

5. Participate in reviewing and/or modifying project data and/or reports (i.e. reviewing a draft document and sending back comments to the Cooperator).



C. Project Products: 
Final report that includes summaries of the results and professional interpretation of the data.

D. Project Schedule:  
Period of performance shall be from - August 15, 2015 to July 31, 2018

August 2015 - Notice to proceed, kick off and safety meeting
October 2015 – Progress meeting
December 2015 – Annual/progress report

January 2016 – Conduct Field Work
July 2016 – Progress meeting
December 2016 – Annual/progress report

January 2017 – Conduct Field Work
July 2017 – Progress meeting
December 2017 – Annual/progress report

January 2018 – Progress meeting
July 2018 – Project wrap up, submission of final report and data.

E. Furnished Property / Other Considerations:
GRSM will provide hog traps and supplies, a portable radio and gate keys.  BISO will provide a radio and gate keys.  All tools, equipment, and facilities furnished by the park shall be returned to the park in the same condition received except for normal wear and tear in project use, as stipulated in Director’s Order 20.



SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) recognizes competition is not required for a federal financial assistance award and at the same time requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for a single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	
505 DM 2.14 stipulates that a single-source federal financial assistance award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.






The National Park Service and University of Tennessee as members of the Southern Appalachian Mountains Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (SA-CESU) network are under a Cooperative Agreement which allows University of Tennessee to participate in specific tasks under task agreements with the National Park Service. 

The National Park Service intends to award a task agreement to University of Tennessee based on the following:   

(4) Unique Qualifications - Dr. Joseph Clark, U.S. Geological Survey Research Ecologist of the Southern Appalachian Research Branch at The University of Tennessee has conducted research projects on large mammals for 30 years including studies on Louisiana black bears throughout Louisiana, American black bears in Okefenokee, White River, and Felsenthal National Wildlife Refuges, and Florida black bears throughout Florida.  Dr. Clark has also worked on river otters and muskrats at Mammoth Cave NP, on Florida panthers at Big Cypress National Recreation Area, and on cougars in Washington.  Dr. Clark’s expertise includes wildlife-habitat relationships and population analysis and dynamics.  Dr. Clark has collaborated with BISO and GRSM on large mammal research projects in the past including, black bears and elk; these projects have included the use of radio-telemetry to determine movement patterns.  As a result, he is familiar with staff, resources, and the logistical and safety challenges of working in both parks.  Further, The University of Tennessee is relatively close and centrally located between BISO and GRSM making travel, logistics and collaboration much easier.
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