
Judicial Counterterrorism Development in Iraq (SFOP0008066) Questions

1. Please clarify the expectation for start date and completion and/or project duration in light of NOFO requirement that the period of performance is up to 12 months (p. 2) but has a program performance period stating that the proposed programs should be completed in two years or less. (p.3)
a. Given the available funding, the period of performance is one year with the possibility of extension pending the availability of additional funds and a review of progress made. Applicants should budget and plan for one year of activity at this time. 

2. There is a reference to lack of speedy adjudication at the Court of Cassation level, could you explain your specific concern?  More of the focus has been on perfunctory trials and insufficient justice system review. 
a. CT does not have additional guidance to provide beyond what is referenced in the NOFO. As referenced in the NOFO, this program is envisioned to be an advise and assist mission. Several components worth inclusion are outlined in the NOFO. As applicable, applicants are advised to include a baseline assessment as a component of their program proposal. 

3. Would the CT Bureau support a limited USG-Advisory group for this project (could be organized or supported by LWOB)?  In our opinion, the FBI, DOJ, DOD, and others could add significant value and might be essential for some information sharing and policy review.

a. CT will support necessary interaction between interagency members of the U.S. Embassy Security Assistance Working Group, as coordinated through the embassy’s Political-Military Affairs Section, and the selected implementers as part of its contribution in the cooperative agreement, but will not facilitate the development of a USG-Advisory group. Applicants are advised that proposals will be evaluated based on an applicant’s ability to achieve proposed activities during the indicated period of performance. 

4. When you mention prosecutions, is this of Iraqi targets by the Iraqi justice sector officials?  Any focus on foreign targets, Syrian detainees, etc. Do you envision Iraq being asked to handle prosecutions beyond its own citizens?
a. This NOFO is focused on the Court of Cassation’s mandated role to provide a second review of all counter-terrorism cases. 

5. Is the development and use of Collected Exploitable Material, often called Battlefield Evidence a high priority in this project?
a. The objective of this NOFO is to enhance the legitimacy of terrorism prosecutions and convictions in Iraq by developing and/or improving elements of the adjudication processes to which terrorism cases are subject, including the integration evidentiary standards, and any policies and procedures that impact the integrity and efficiency of those processes. 
6. Did the government of Iraq request this project or play a role in developing the objectives?  
a. The Government of Iraq assessed internal weaknesses needing institutional redress.  Requests for capacity-building assistance were analyzed by the U.S. interagency team in Washington and Baghdad.
7. Is there any guidance on allocating resources between Kurdish regions, such as Erbil, verses working in Bagdad?

a. The focus of this cooperative agreement is the Court of Cassation.   

8. Could you provide more detail about the inter-ministerial mechanism, such as participating ministries, its mandate, goals, etc. Does the US or international community have a role? 

a. This NOFO is to provide in-country technical advice and assistance to enhance capabilities of the Iraqi Ministry of Justice, with a particular focus on the Court of Cassation. Proposals may include elements of multi-lateral collaboration available to the applicant.

9. Would CT view negatively if the project proposes programs outside of Iraq. Would it be acceptable to meet, for example, in Jordan or Europe? 
a. CT will evaluate applications using the criteria listed in section E of the NOFO. In general, CT is soliciting proposals from organizations qualified to provide in-country technical advice and assistance. However, CT acknowledges that there may be situations where activities outside of Iraq are necessary. Applicants should outline these activities in proposal narratives and line-item budgets. 
10. As this is a Cooperative Agreement, are you able to provide further information about how the CT Bureau intends to staff and/or participate in this project?

a. Per the NOFO, the United States government will support the identification of Iraqi partner beneficiaries and review implementation plans, training plans, and key deliverables. In addition to quarterly reporting, the implementing partner will be expected to provide biweekly operational status reports. CT will also support engagement with implementing partners and international organizations. Additional details of CT involvement will be coordinated with the successful applicant. 

11. Will the CT Bureau assist with donor coordination in this project? Will there be a need to engage with the UN organizations (UNITAD, UNAMI etc) or other donors in country?
a. The CT Bureau, supported by the U.S. Mission in Iraq, will assist with donor coordination, as per the State Department’s role in the cooperative agreement. The implementer will not need to conduct donor de-confliction directly with other international partners absent direction from the CT Bureau, and in partnership with the U.S. Mission in Iraq. 
12. This very short period of performance could impact project implementation. Would the CT Bureau consider pausing the project for 30-40 days due to Ramadan (April 2 – May 2, 2022 approx) and extending the project end date 30-40 days to accommodate this pause?
a. The period of performance for this project is one year with the possibility of extension, pending the availability of additional funds and a review of progress which will occur in the spring/summer of 2021. Per the NOFO, CT will factor an applicant’s ability to achieve its proposed objectives during the stated period of performance when evaluating proposals. This will also include a review of proposed contingency plans.

13. Will CT Bureau provide translation or will the project have to budget and provide for this as needed for the team?
a. This should be factored into proposed budgets.

14. As this is a cooperative agreement, will the US Embassy Regional Security Office play any role in providing security on this project?  If so, please describe. 
a. No. Embassy Baghdad will not provide housing or other support functions to implementers outside of those services typically provided to private U.S. citizens in Iraq. Recipients do not fall under Chief of Mission authority. Per the NOFO, CT will evaluate an applicant’s ability to implement proposed objectives when reviewing proposals. 
15. Page 3 states Cost Sharing is N/A.  Is cost sharing prohibited for this project or just not expected?
a. It is not prohibited, but also not required. 

16. Where is the performance monitoring plan template located? 
a. At this time, applicants are being asked to advise CT how they intend to monitor performance. The successful applicant will collaborate with CT later to form the performance monitoring plan using the template referenced.

17. Is the 12-page notice of funding opportunity document the entirety of the proposal submission instructions?  If additional submission instructions exist, where can they be located? 
a. The NOFO contains the proposal submission instructions. 

18. Is there a requirement to submit a line item budget? If this is a requirement, where should it be submitted? 
a. As outlined in Section D.4, a line-item budget is required. The template and instructions exist on grants.gov

19. Please clarify the requirements for the official permission letter. Under what circumstances would this letter be required? 
a. If applicants determine it is necessary to obtain official permission for specific project activities, please obtain a permission letter. If applicants do not believe it is necessary to obtain an official permission letter, the attachment is optional. 

20. Is there any guidance on working with courts other than the Court of Cassation? Would it be permitted to propose work with investigative courts as well? 

a. Per the NOFO, the focus of this cooperative agreement is the Court of Cassation. If applicants believe that engagement with other investigative courts is required to achieve the program objective, this can be proposed. 
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