Heart of the Highlands Trails System Project Description:

These grant funds will support the collaborative trail management project known as the Heart of the Highlands Trail System Project, designed to support and foster coordinated trail development, trailhead access projects and trail maintenance programs involving partner lands including but not limited to: Blackwater Falls State Park, Canaan Valley Institute, Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge, Canaan Valley State Park and the Monongahela National Forest, and in cooperation with Tucker County Trails. The Heart of the Highlands Trails System will connect the non-motorized trail systems of these five land management agencies in Tucker County, West Virginia into a comprehensive, landscape oriented, environmentally sustainable, multi-use trail system that is accessible to the public. Ultimately, the Heart of the Highlands will provide access to and from significant regional and national trail systems.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service invites proposals indicating administrative cost requirements and in-kind services to be provided from sources willing and able to function as a fiscal/pass through agent to receive and be responsible for grant monies, including required reports and audits, on behalf of the Heart of the Highlands Trail System Board of Directors for this multi year project. The fiscal agent will:
· Provide umbrella use of 501(c)3 status to the Heart of the Highlands Trail System project

· Disburse funds in accordance with the purpose of the grant and solely at the direction of the Heart of the Highlands Trail System Board of Directors
· Receive & deposit funds, write checks & pay approved invoices, provide financial reports/statements 

· Maintain separate records of disbursements related to the grant and retain records for three years following the final grant reporting
· Provide assistance to  the Heart of the Highlands Board of Directors relating to grant management, assurances and reporting requirements as they implement the Heart of the Highlands Trail System Project which may include, but not be limited to, trail maintenance, upgrades and construction including bridges and boardwalks; trail markings, brochures and kiosks; project administration & coordination, marketing and mapping. The Heart of the Highlands Trail System Board of Directors may enter into agreements or contracts with other entities to accomplish the project mission and goals.

Please contact Canaan Valley NWR for detailed questions regarding this opportunity.  304-866-3858

