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August 6, 2010

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS NO. USAID-RUSSIA-ORD-10-0005-RFA 
NORTH CAUCASUS AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

AMENDMENT NO. 1
The subject RFA is hereby modified as follows:
1.
Under SECTION I – FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION, E. Program Description Framework, VI. Project Goals and Objectives, under IR 1: Economic opportunities increased for those groups most likely to be drawn into conflict, delete “Number of targeted youth (aged 15-24) engaged in any stage of value-chain” and insert “Number of targeted youth (15-30) engaged in any stage of value-chain” in lieu thereof.
2.
Under SECTION IV – APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION, D. Submission of Applications, 2. By Email Submission, delete: “Application for Best Practices in Child Welfare Project” and insert “Application for North Caucasus Agricultural Development Project” in lieu thereof.
3.  
Under SECTION IV – APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION, E. Application Preparation Guidelines, 1.Technical Application Format, delete: “Illustrative Monitoring and Evaluation Plan” and insert “Illustrative Award Monitoring Plan” in lieu thereof.
4.  
Under SECTION IV – APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION, E. Application Preparation Guidelines, 1.Technical Application Format, Narrative, d. Project Team, delete “(no more than five positions or five percent of recipient employees employed under the award)” and insert “(no more than five positions or five percent of recipient employees employed under the award, whichever is greater)”, in lieu thereof.
5.
Add the following after ANNEX E:

“ANNEX F

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR RFA NO. USAID-RUSSIA-ORD-10-0005-RFA

Question:  Page 10 - Section I - Clause E.VI. – Please confirm that USAID expects technical programming to begin with Sub IR1.2, and that there is no expectation of technical programming for the indicators for IR No. 1 in and of itself.
Answer:  USAID expects technical programming to begin with Sub IR 1.2 which should contribute, directly or indirectly, to IR No. 1.  The recipient will be required to report on the indicators of progress for IR No. 1.
Question:  Due to the focus on creating linkages with past USAID programs as well as preventing unnecessary overlap, can you share a list of previously USAID targeted locations of agriculture-related programming in each of the republics listed in the RFA? 
Answer:  The focus is on cooperation with ongoing and new projects, not past projects.  Applicants were instructed to identify agricultural sectors (p. 10); there is no requirement to utilize previously targeted locations.

Question:  Will all five geographic regions be prioritized equally? For example, will implementation in areas more affected by conflict i.e. Chechnya, Ingushetia and Dagestan, be weighted equally with work in those less affected i.e. Kabardino-Balkaria and Karachayevo-Cherkessia? 

Answer:  There is no geographic preference.  The choice should be based on criteria provided on p. 14.
Question:  Are there any limitations on the sectors or sub-sectors of agricultural production that can be targeted for assistance e.g. alcohol producers?

Answer: There are legislative restrictions as well as USAID guidance related to support to agriculture.  For example, there are limitations related to commodities for which there is a worldwide surplus or where exports would directly compete with U.S. exports.  Support for alcohol production can be authorized but support for tobacco production is prohibited.  
Question:  Gender disaggregation is repeatedly mentioned for performance measurements. Does USAID expect this for all project indicators (where applicable)? 

Answer:  Yes, where applicable.
Question:  Can USAID share any mid-term or other evaluations, or other reports of current related, projects being implemented in the North Caucasus?

Answer:  No.
Question:  Can USAID share the recommendations of the Roundtable on Agricultural Extension Services which took place on April 29 and was co-funded by USAID/Russia, the United Nations Development Program, and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization?

Answer:  No, these were not formally issued.
Question:  Does USAID have a list of preferred local financial institutions, where relationships in past/current programs have already been forged, to create partnership for the provision of micro-loans or other value-chain related credits?

Answer:  No.
Question:  There is much emphasis placed on support to rural agricultural sectors; however, will this project also provide support to urban-based participants of the agricultural value chain below the final buyer, thereby making linkages between these different environments?
Answer:  USAID expects that the focus will be on rural-based residents.  However, limited support might be provided to urban-based participants of the value chain, if justified.
Question:  The RFA states that the Applicant must be officially registered in the Russian federation; however, can you please clarify if this requirement extends to other international partners, which will be “sub-recipients,” rather than prime recipients? 

Answer:  It would depend on the specific circumstances.
Question:  On page 10 of the RFA, it deems youth to be between 15-24, while on page 15, youth are defined as ages 15-30.  Can USAID please clarify the targeted age range for youth?

Answer:  This has been corrected.
Question:  Can USAID ADP funds be used to support organizational capacity building of local implementation partners and counterparts? 

Answer:  Yes, see p. 16.
Question:  Does USAID have a target start-date for this award? 

Answer:  Yes, early fiscal year 2011, see cover letter.
Question:  Can you please confirm that the Program Description Framework is the same as Annex A?

Answer: It is not the same.  Annex A is The North Caucasus Assistance Project Results Framework.  The Program Description Framework is in Section I. E. Program Description Framework on p. 3.
Question:  P. 23 Section IV D.2. The text reads "with the e-mail SUBJECT line to read: "Application for Best Practices in Child Welfare Project." Can you please clarify that this is a error and the subject line should read "North Caucasus Agricultural Development Project?"

Question:  On page 23 of the RFA, the submission instructions ask applicants to include the following email subject line for email submissions: “Applications for Best Practices in Child Welfare Project.” Can you please share the revised subject line for submission for this project? 
Question:  Page 23 - Clause IV.D.2 - By Email Submission - refers to "Application for Best Practices for Child Welfare Project" - we assume this means to refer to "North Caucasus Agricultural Development." Please confirm.
Answer:  This has been corrected.
Question:  At the beginning of the RFA, it states that all applications should be submitted to the local Mission in Moscow. However, on page 23 for the submission instructions it also states that applications can be submitted solely via Grants.gov. Please provide clarification on the method of submission.

Answer: The RFA does not state that all applications should be submitted to the local Mission in Moscow.  It states that all applications must be submitted to USAID/Russia; grants.gov is one way of submitting to USAID/Russia.
Question:  Please confirm or deny whether additional annexes will be accepted beyond the two presented in the RFA? 
Answer:  Additional annexes will not be accepted.
Question:  Will graphs, charts, pictures, copies of official documents (such as laws or regulations) and similar clarifying additions to the technical narrative be excluded from the page counts?

Answer:  The RFA clearly states page limitations.  Any graphs, charts, pictures, etc. submitted will be included in page counts.
Question:  Can you please clarify if the Award Monitoring Plan described on page 25 is the same as the Monitoring and Evaluation Plan mentioned on page 24?

Answer:  It is the same.

Question:  Page 24 - Clause IV.E.1 Technical Application Format - Would USAID consider adding an additional annex for an illustrative Performance Monitoring Plan (PMP)? This is in addition to the Illustrative Monitoring and Evaluation Plan in the Narrative.
Answer:  No.

Question:  The solicitation asks for an illustrative first year plan.  However, the description says that the plan is supposed to include annual and end-of program results.  If the plan is only for one year it will not be possible to include end-of-program results or annual results for years three, four and five.  Please clarify.

Answer:  It is possible to submit an illustrative first year implementation plan with first year and end-of-program results.  There is no requirement to submit annual results for interim years.
Question:  Page 23 - Clause IV.D.2. - By Email Submission - States that USAID servers may automatically reject emails with zip files. Please confirm the maximum size file that USAID/Russia IT system will accept as an attached file that is not "zipped."
Answer:  The maximum size for an unzipped file is 5 MB.  However, please note that USAID bears no responsibility for data errors resulting from transmission or conversion processes associated with electronic submissions.
Question:  Page 23 - Clause IV.D.2. - By Email Submission - Please confirm that the hardcopy submission is a secondary submission and that the primary submission is the submission received by the USAID server.
Answer:  There is no requirement for a hard copy submission.
Question:  P. 24 Section IV E.1. The text reads "The TIN and DUNS numbers of the Applicant should also be listed on the cover page." Can you please clarify if you require any tax identifications numbers on the cover page for a Russia organization as the primary bidder, as a Russia firm will not have a US-based TIN or DUNS number?

Answer:  Russian organizations are required to have DUNS numbers which may be obtained in Russia for award.  However, a DUNS number is not required for Russian organizations at the time of application.  Russian organizations are not required to have TIN numbers.
Question:   P.26 Section IV E.1.d. The text reads "Applicants must propose which positions should be Key Personnel (no more than five positions or five percent of recipient employees employed under the award)." Can you please clarify if "no more than five positions or five percent" is inclusive or exclusive of each other?

Answer:  Key personnel is limited to no more than five positions or five percent of recipient employees working under the award, whichever is greater.
Question:  Page 29 - Clause IV.E.2 Cost Application Format – Budget – The clause states that “Applicants must submit… detailed annual budget defined by result area or component.” Do the result areas refer to the sub-objectives 1 - 4 of sub-Intermediate Result 1.2 as stated on pages 10-12 of the RFA? If these are not the result areas by which the budget must be defined, please clearly identify what a result area or component is.
Answer:  The four sub-objectives are the results areas or components.
Question:  Page 29 - Clause IV.E.2 Cost Application Format – Budget –  Is a detailed breakdown of all costs associated at the unit cost level for each result required? If not, to what level of cost detail 
should the result budget include?
Answer:  Yes.”
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