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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	BLM-CA-NOI-09-0008

	Project Title
	Conservation and Natural Resource Management Projects on Public Land

	Recipient
	California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection – State Conservation Camps located throughout California

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Denise Blankenship/Ann Marie Carlson

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$100,000.00

	Cost Share
	None

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	June 15, 2009 through June 15, 2013

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	FLPMA of 1976, P.L. 94-579

	CFDA # and Title
	15.234 Soil, Water and Air Management

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	(4) Unique Qualifications

	BLM  Point of Contact
	


OVERVIEW
The Agreement will support a means of providing helpful, wholesome, and educational outdoor activity and valuable job training, and development of programs for conservation camp work crews, as well as contribute to projects for the public welfare.

This agreement provides an opportunity for the State to assist in conservation of the natural resources of the United States and lending its aid and support to the protection, development, and improvement of the Public Lands within the State of California.

This agreement is for mutual benefit of State and BLM to assist and cooperate in a program of intensifying and, where possible, developing the natural resources and doing necessary improvement work in such a manner as to provide training and skills development for conservation camp work crews.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

1.  From proposed work projects, select those that can be satisfactorily accomplished by State Conservation Camp crews.

2. Furnish work crews as available from State conservation camps, adequately equipped and clothed to do normal natural resource improvement and conservation work.  Inmates and wards shall be screened initially by the California Department of Corrections and Youth Authority for eligibility to participate in the Conservation Camp Program, and will be further screened by CAL FIRE during training and prior to assignment to Type 1 Fire Crews.

3. Provide all necessary medical attention.

4. Be responsible for housing, feeding, clothing, transportation and regular medical care of the crews and the operation of the conservation camp.

5. At all times, have full jurisdiction over and be responsible for supervision, discipline and control of inmates of wards assigned for employment training/development projects under this Agreement, and provide the necessary custody personnel.

6. Bill the BLM at least quarterly for all costs agreed upon.  Cost determination will be based on information appearing in CAL FIRE Form FC-77 (Camp/Center Emergency Time Report) and in CAL FIRE Form FC-40 (Activity Cost Report) in addition to that entered in CAL FIRE Form FC-32 (Conservation Camp Program Project Request and Record).  Copies of these forms are available from local Conservation Camp Officials or from local CAL FIRE offices.  Billings will be sent to the appropriate BLM Field Manager for the project.

7. Orient BLM employees involved in project work under this agreement on the requirements of Title 15, California Code of Regulation, and/or the appropriate sections of the California Welfare and Institutions Code.

8. Take all reasonable precautions to avoid and diminish damage to property of the BLM that is made available for work crews.  Repair or replacement of any property damaged as a result of the use of BLM facilities (other than normal wear and tear) will be paid for by the State limited to the extent authorized by the laws of the State of California.

BLM INVOLVEMENT
BLM personnel will provide technical direction to the work crew supervisors on all programs undertaken within the terms of this agreement.  Provide inmates and wards with on the job training and work experience.  

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications

To provide healthful, wholesome, and educational outdoor activity, valuable job training, and development of programs for conservation camp members, as well as to contribute to projects for the public welfare.  

Single Source Justification Description:

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection have Type 1 Fire Crews, otherwise known as inmate or ward crews of the Conservation Camp Program to work on various conservation projects, and any other activity for the protection of the public lands and/or preservation of natural resources within the State of California.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) of 1976, P.L. 94-579, Section 307 (b), which provides that the Secretary of the Interior may enter into contracts and cooperative agreements involving the management, protection, development, and sale of public lands.
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