Questions related to U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs, Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO): Clean Technology and Trade Partnership Initiative’s Accelerating Clean Energy Transitions Technology Needs Assessment 

Technical Questions 
1. On Page 3, will the State Department consider USTDA Project Assessments and Project Reports leading to Feasibility Studies as tools to boost bilateral trade and exports of U.S. clean energy goods and services? 

Yes, the State Department would consider USTDA Project Assessments and Project Reports that lead to feasibility studies as tools that boost bilateral trade and exports of U.S. clean energy goods and services.  However, this NOFO is more focused on the initial assessment that will serve as the basis for future efforts to expand the adoption of clean energy technologies in developing countries rather than the implementation of specific projects.  This assessment, as envisioned, could serve to identify high-value opportunities that inform future USTDA Project Assessments and Project Reports.

2. On Page 3, if possible, please provide more details/definitions of what is meant by marginal abatement, market models, multiple time horizons, and which socioeconomic parameters are to be examined. 

Marginal abatement: refers to the potential emissions reductions that could be realized through the deployment of clean technology alternatives compared to traditional methods. 

Market models: potential methods for the deployment of clean technologies that would enable them to be deployed at scale, comparing current market trajectories to more ambitious scenarios based on factors such as cost, policies, regulation, or other influencing factors.

Multiple time horizons: under Sections A3 and A4, the time horizons are identified as five, ten and fifteen years, as well as through 2050. 

Socioeconomic parameters: there are a range of socioeconomic parameters linked to the expanded deployment of clean technologies that could be considered under this assessment.  For instance, job creation, increased wages, reduced energy costs, improvements in local health, improved energy access or quality of energy access, and improvements in the general welfare of the population.

3. On Page 4, please confirm whether the scope includes research and analysis of each selected country’s low emission scenarios? 

The scope is focused on the objectives described in the NOFO.  Research and analysis of each selected country’s low-emission scenarios is not required, but those scenarios would likely inform the specific objectives that are being requested as part of the assessment and should be considered during the initial phases of the project.  Similarly, linkages between the assessment and low-emission scenarios would be helpful context for national governments, such as details for how the deployment of clean technologies can advance the goals these countries have identified.

4. On Page 4, please confirm whether the awardee is expected to travel to the selected countries to meet with these entities? 

The awardee is not expected to travel to the selected countries.  We do expect the awardee to engage with country governments and stakeholders to inform the assessment, but that engagement can be done virtually, if that is the preferred method of the awardee.

5. Please confirm whether 
a. Our understanding of “opportunities for increased deployment of at least four technology areas in developing countries” means four widely applicable technologies that could be recommended for all countries or should be a set of four per-country that may differ between the countries (as this level of complexity has significant cost implications). 

That result is focused on identifying four clean technologies where U.S. technologies can feasibly achieve substantial decarbonization potential for developing countries generally and is not meant to be country specific. 

b. On Page 5, the solicitation mentions: “Conduct analyses of at least four key technologies’ decarbonization potential”. Does this mean decarbonization at the country level? 

This means the aggregate decarbonization potential of those four clean technologies across all developing countries.  The analyses referenced do not need to be disaggregated at the country level but could be approached in that way in order to reach a combined value of the potential impact for each of the four clean technologies. 

6. On page 10 C.2 Cost Sharing or Matching: 
a. Has possible donor funding been identified or offered to supplement the funding award and, if so, will a fiscal mechanism by the funding recipient be required or considered advantageous to facilitate its deployment? 

No, the U.S. Department of State has not explored the possibility of securing supplemental funding and does not intend to do so but proposals may include the use of supplemental funding from sources other than this award. 

b. Is supplemental donor funding possible for the funding award based on future outreach by DOS and will a fiscal mechanism by the funding recipient be required or considered advantageous to facilitate its development or deployment?

The U.S. Department of State does not intend to conduct outreach to secure supplemental donor funding to support this program. 


7. Are applicants expected to articulate which four technology areas they will evaluate or just an articulation of the ten developing countries to focus on?

Response: As described in Section A3 - “Expected results, including focus countries” of the NOFO, the proposal should include an initial list of a minimum of ten developing countries. The proposal should also identify at least four technology areas that would be considered as part of the assessment.  As identified under Section B - “Federal Award Information”, State will have substantial involvement as part of this award, which includes the approval of both the list of ten countries and the list of four key technologies.

8. For the modeling portion, how detailed or data-intensive is modeling expected to be?

Response: The modeling should be detailed enough to inform the analyses and support the conclusions. We did not include specific requirements for the modeling component because there are multiple approaches that could satisfy this aspect of the project and OES will work with the awardee to ensure that the modeling meets our expectations.

9. Is there a possibility for the award/project to be extended past 12 months? Should multiple budgets be prepared given the possibility of a noncompetitive continuation amendment?

Response: Applicants should prepare one budget for the twelve-month period of performance as described in this NOFO.  Any amendment for a time extension would be considered during the implementation of the award.

