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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Notice of Intent to Award is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following federal financial assistance project without full and open competition since full and open competition is not required for federal financial assistance projects (31 USC 6301(3); DOI 505 DM 2.2 & 2.13)
	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	NPS-NOI-GRSM-P11AT51069

	Project Title
	Front-end development for the Biodiversity Database of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park

	Recipient
	Clemson University

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. David White

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$32,563.00

	Cost Share
	N/A

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	1 Year

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	09/21/11 – 10/31/12

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative/Task Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. §5933

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945  --  Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	(4) Unique Qualifications 



	NPS Point of Contact
	Alison Smith, Contract Specialist, Tel:  404-507-5754


OVERVIEW

The project objective is to develop of a new database system that has the following capabilities: 1) has essentially the same biological data functionality of the old “ATBI database”, but with “front end” improvements, 2) adapts the recently received Access structure for the new “Biodiversity database” (see schema) into MS SQL;  SQL is also primarily used for the development of the Front End, 3) is integrated with ArcGIS for full GIS capability, 4) is web-enabled, so off-site users can enter and edit data.
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
Clemson University will:
Collaboratively develop the proposed front-end for biological users. GRSM will have final authority on design and function within the structure of the proposed technology and budget specifications.

Collaboratively develop a Flex-based data entry and browse tool, leveraging the ArcGIS Enterprise REST (Representational State Transfer) service as a primary means to create, edit, and browse biological species data and metadata. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

The National Park Service will:
1. Facilitate a kick-off meeting with the Cooperator and key partners to outline study design, collection methods, data types, and other pertinent elements to database design.
2. Assist in the development of a conceptual data model, provide ATBI database and other items as needed by the Cooperator, throughout the development process.  

3. Be responsible for timely testing and feedback of interim products.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) recognizes competition is not required for a federal financial assistance award and at the same time requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for a single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	505 DM 2.14 stipulates that a single-source federal financial assistance award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service and Clemson University as members of the Piedmont-South Atlantic Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (CESU) network are under a Cooperative Agreement which allows Clemson University to participate in specific tasks under task agreements with the National Park Service. 
The National Park Service intends to award a task agreement to Clemson University based on the following:   
(4) Unique Qualifications - Clemson University can provide the specific research and investigative support to conduct this particular task while providing an effective outcome for the National Park Service and the research project.  As such, Clemson University is uniquely qualified to perform this activity based on their participation as a University Partner in the Cooperative Ecosystems Study Unit, capacity to provide appropriate researchers, and geographical location.

