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1. Are intergovernmental organizations (e.g., WENs) eligible to apply for this grant opportunity?We were seeking clarification regarding the eligibility requirements on page 12 of the NOFO which indicates that “organizations must also be able to demonstrate current (or pending) country registration in Country X, if required by the country of project implementation.” Our understanding is that Country X is in reference to any of the 4 target countries, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, and Peru where project activities may be implemented, but wanted to request clarification on this point.

Answer:
· U.S. or overseas-based non-profit/non-governmental organizations (NGOs) having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS and U.S. or overseas private/state institutions of higher education are eligible to apply for this grant opportunity. Since intergovernmental organizations do not meet these requirements, they are ineligible for this funding.Yes, Country X is in reference to the four (4) targets countries: Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, and Peru. Applicants should consult with their local consulate or U.S. Foreign Country Embassy to determine registration requirements, if any, for the targeted country. 

2. Are forensic science programs eligible to apply for this grant opportunity?Under the Technical Format Requirement on page 16 of the NOFO, it states that:

All Microsoft Word documents are single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font, with a minimum of 1-inch margins.

Please confirm whether 10 pt. Times New Roman font is permitted for footnotes or in tables and charts within the proposal narrative and attachments.

Answer:
· Yes, 10 pt. Time New Roman font is permitted for footnotes, tables, and charts within the proposal narrative and attachments. If the proposing organization is a U.S. or overseas-based non-profit/non-governmental organizations (NGOs) having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS and U.S. or overseas private/state institutions of higher education, then it is eligible to apply for this grant opportunity. However, INL will prioritize proposals that incorporate activities to benefit two or more nations in South Asia. In addition, the proposed program should aim to accomplish all three of the following goals:
1. Increase South Asia’s desire and ability to CWT as source, transit, and destination countries; 
2. Improve South Asia’s will and capacity to investigate, arrest, prosecute, convict, and sentence to the fullest extent of the law the criminal organizations that perpetrate wildlife trafficking, especially the leaders of those organizations; 
3. Advance South Asia’s abilities to CWT in one or more of the following areas:
a. strengthen legislative frameworks; 
b. enhance law enforcement and investigative capabilities; 
c. develop prosecutorial and judicial capacity; and/or 
d. support cross border law enforcement cooperation at the provincial, national, regional, and international levels.

3. Q: Can INL please clarify the relation between the previously released RSOI (INL18SOI0023-INLC-WHPRegional-03232018) and this opportunity? Are all organizations eligible to apply or only those who responded to the initial RSOI?

[bookmark: _GoBack]A: The RSOI was released to gauge interest in the western hemisphere investigative capacity building project and determine likely applicants.  This funding opportunity is a full grant opportunity for the project outlined in the RSOI.  All organizations are eligible to apply to this funding opportunity.  We invited those that applied to the RSOI to apply for this grant opportunity.

4. Q: Can INL please provide further detail regarding what it means by “specific demographics in which the project will be implemented” as referred to on page 8 of the NOFO? Are there any demographics in which INL would like applicants to focus on in particular?

A: Applicants may identify the groups within the population of selected target countries with which they plan to work, to include specific cities, communities, or organizations.  The most important determination is which target countries (among: Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, and Peru) the project will engage. 

5. Q: Is there a required page-limit for the Monitoring and Evaluation Plan?

A: No, there is no required page limit for the M&E plan.  That said, we recommend consulting the template provided in the grant opportunity as a general guide for structure and length.

6. Q: As required on page 17 of the NOFO, would INL like applicants to outline all past and current federal assistance awards implemented across the globe or relevant programs in the target countries? 

A: You are welcome to outline all past and current federal assistance awards implemented across the globe.  That said, listing relevant programs in the target countries is most important.

Could you please provide the online link source on HOW TO APPLY so that I can prepare my application package and submit it online to INL.
This opportunity is posted on SAMS Domestic (https://mygrants.service-now.com) and www.Grants.gov. Applications may be submitted via SAMS Domestic.	Comment by Washington, Najar D: The NOFO states that applications should be submitted via SAMS Domestic. I just want to avoid confusion, so I revised the word from “may” to “must”. 
If users are experiencing difficulties on SAMS Domestic obtaining a user login or completing the registration process, please contact ILMS Support at 1-888-313-4567 or log a ticket via the ILMS Self Service Portal at: https://afsitsm.service-now.com/ilms/home.

Is there a page limit for items 7-15 in the list of required documents for the applications (page 18-19 in the NOFO)?
No, there is no specific page limit for items 7-15 in the list of required documents. However, we respectfully request that applicants please use judgment on reasonable application length.

If multiple organizations apply together, does each organization separately have to meet host country registration requirements for each of the target countries or is it adequate for the lead organization for work in a particular target country to meet the registration requirements? In other words, can one organization be registered in Country A, while its partner organization is registered in Country B and Country C.
Some countries require NGOs to either register with the government or submit certain paperwork in order to work in that country. Therefore, for INL funding opportunities, applicants must be able to comply with local regulations for legally operating in-country. Because the requirements vary depending on the country, it is incumbent upon the applicant to ascertain what is required by the countries in which they are proposing to work. Sub-grantees must comply with the same rules as the prime, including country registration and office presence.
