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Q&A (April 15, 2023):

· Question 1: What equipment was procured under phase I of this program?

Response: Please see Annex I, attached.

· Question 2:  Will equipment from the current iteration of the program be available to the phase II implementer?

Response:  The existing equipment will be available for the existing unit, but there is no excess equipment for the new teams.  We expect the implementing partner to procure required equipment needed for the MVCP expansion.  

· Question 3: Does the Government have a specified minimum estimate for the amount of reserve space in the budget for the purchase and maintenance of team and individual equipment prospective implementors should set aside for these unknown purchases?

Response: No. 

· Question 4: Are any personal defense weapons (handguns or rifles) required/authorized by US contractor personnel?

Response: The possession of personal defense weapons is controlled by the Federal Government of Somalia and is not required by the U.S.  Respondents accept responsibility for risk management and mitigation and may choose to arm contractors, however all importation, possession, usage, and management of contractor weapons must be in accordance with Somali law.  


· Question 5: Will the contractor be required to pay any recruitment or salary costs of SPF personnel?

Response: No.

· Question 6: Will the USG please permit applicants to include the Logic Model as an attachment and exclude it from the 10 page limit? 

Response:  As per the NOFO document, the Logic Model is considered an attachment and does not count towards the proposal’s 10-page limit.


· Question 7: Will the USG permit applicants to submit pdf documents rather than MSWord? 

Response: Yes.  The applicant may choose to submit their proposal documents in either PDF or MS Word format, but the proposal application must adhere to all requirements as listed in the NOFO document.

· Question 8: Will the USG exclude tables graphs, and other visual inserts from the 12-point font requirement and permit potential implementors to use 9 or 10-point font for these proposal elements? 

Response: Yes, that is acceptable. 

· Question 9: Please confirm that the NOFO does indeed require a Gender Analysis as part of proposal submission. 

Response: As per the NOFO document, on page 5: “Proposal must include a gender analysis that is contextualized by the geographic area where the applicant proposes to program; demonstrates how the proposed program accounts for the different ways in which it might impact, and be impacted by different genders; and identifies challenges and opportunities for narrowing gender inequalities. This should be a standalone document rather than a section of the proposal narrative.”



