1. Question: The NOFO includes a requirement to create a records database. For pricing and staffing needs, is there a specified or requested database and computer network technical requirements or limitations? To what extent will police stations and HQs have access to these networks? How many computers do you foresee in each location (Mogadishu and Baidoa)? Do you anticipate that each JIT team member has a personal workstation? 

Response: The Department of State encourages applicants to provide detailed recommendations in its technical approach describing which type(s) of criminal records database(s) would be most effective, and why, in helping the Somali Police Force build sustainable capacity to appropriately collect, store, manage, and use data for counterterrorism law enforcement purposes.  No, we do not anticipate that each JIT member would have a personal workstation; a few workstations in each location, plus a central server and a back-up system for recovery, would likely suffice, given that the system could be expanded later.  Applicants should assume that there is no existing computer system or network in place. 
2. In creating these network facilities, should we assume that the police will provide power, generators, internet access, and all equipment within the network?
Response: Applicants can assume that the Somali Police Force will provide power and generators but not internet access or other equipment (printers, paper, etc.). 
3. Does CT intend to have these databases connected to USG servers, including DHS/FBI systems?
 Response: No. 
4. The contract requires top-secret facility access. Do these clearances need to be active or are individuals with current clearances acceptable? Do all TS clearance holders need to have the SCI portion attached to their TS? 
Response: As noted in the NOFO, key American contractor personnel, designated by the GOR, shall possess Top Secret personnel security clearances issued by Defense Security Service prior to contract performance. Yes, individuals must currently hold clearances with the offeror.  The answer to the second question is no. 
5. Training a force with the listed C-IED and investigative skills requires a large amount of equipment. What equipment do the JITs already possess? 
Response: The Mogadishu-based JITs are well-resourced and do not require a “large amount” of C-IED or investigative equipment, though general replenishment may be in order over time for perishable material.  Applicants can assume that the Baidoa-based JITs, which are to be established through an award pursuant to this NOFO, will require all equipment necessary to perform the functions described in the NOFO.  Applicants should recommend equipment in their proposals and describe it in their budget narrative. 
6. Is there an active waiver for police force equipment and explosives regarding the UN Arms Embargo?
Response: As applicable, U.S. government licenses (Commerce and/or DDTC) and exemptions to the embargo are in place.  
7. A key deficiency in the Mogadishu and Baidoa police force is a lack of pay and we consider this a fundamental consideration on how to train the force and create lasting institutions. Therefore, how often were the intended units paid in 2017 and with what type of regularity?
Response: Our understanding is that the Somali Police Force has generally paid its officers regularly since August 2017.  Before August 2017 SPF officers were paid more or less every three months.  SPF members in Baidoa generally received salaries every month in 2017. 
8. Does a TS facility clearance need to be in place prior to award?
Response: Yes, as noted in the NOFO, U.S. firms interested in this effort must have a current Top Secret facility security clearance issued by Defense Security Service to be considered for selection.  
9. Can you please provide a rationale as to why a commercial organization with a clearance cannot bid on this cooperative agreement? 
 Response: The Department amended the eligibility status of the NOFO on 4 May to include U.S. “for profit organizations other than small businesses.” All organizations must be U.S. firms.  Also, as explained in related revisions to the NOFO, there are restrictions on payment of fees and/or profits under grants and cooperative agreements, including those outlined in 48 CFR 30 (“Cost Accounting Standards Administration”) and 48 CFR 31 (“Contract Cost Principles and Procedures”). 
10. Can you confirm that the organization must be a US registered 501(c)3 with a TS clearance in hand to do this work? The NOFO as it is now is tailored very narrowly and we believe restricts competition unfairly. 
Response: See the responses to questions 8 and 9 above. 
11. Is a bidder with clearable individuals or individuals that are cleared to TS status rather than a facility clearance in hand able to bid?
Response: Facility security clearance and personnel security clearances are two separate, distinct requirements.  As noted in the NOFO, “U.S. firms interested in this effort must have a current Top Secret facility security clearance issued by Defense Security Service to be considered for selection ….  Key American contractor personnel, designated by the GOR, shall possess Top Secret personnel security clearances issued by Defense Security Service prior to contract performance.”
12. Can an organization with police training experience outside of Somalia meet the requirements?
Response: Possibly. The “Additional Guidelines” section of the NOFO notes that applicant must “Demonstrate expertise training and mentoring police in fragile, high-threat environments, particularly in regions prone to terrorist activity and/or in regions transitioning from military to civilian control.” 
13. While I am an American Citizen I work for a U.K.-based company that has a local NGO. Would the NGO be eligible to apply for this opportunity?
Response: No, per responses to questions 8-11 above, only U.S. firms are eligible.  
14. We see that the eligibility information for the NOFO opportunity has been changed to “For profit organizations other than small businesses. Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education.” Would you kindly clarify if this does preclude small businesses from responding?
Response: As noted in previous responses, U.S. firms are eligible. As long as an organization meets the eligibility criteria of the NOFO, it should be able to compete.
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