
Revision 02 to Broad Agency Announcement 

BAA 10-13-PKM

BAA Title:  Defense Production Act Title III, Conductive Composites Nano-Materials Scale-Up Project
CONTRACTING POC:  Agreements Officer, Det 1 AFRL/PKMD, Dianna C. Aniton; 2310 Eight St., Bldg 167, Wright-Patterson AFB OH 45433-7801, 937-656-7197, or via e-mail: dianna.aniton@wpafb.af.mil
This is Revision 02 to BAA 10-13-PKM, Defense Production Act Title III, Conductive Composites Nano-Materials Scale-Up Project, which was posted on 21 May 2010.  

This revision provides: (1) Answers, as follows, to questions submitted to the Title III office in response to this BAA.  (2) It also establishes a cut-off date for submission of questions as 17 June 2010.  (3) Finally, this revision changes the phone number of the AFRL Ombudsman.
Questions and Answers:
1.  Must all materials involve nickel content in order to comply with this topic?  

The topic is specifically requesting a CVD Nickel based product based on its inherent and proven electrical/mechanical properties.
2.  Would a lightweight, nano-structured material with inherent electrical conductivity - but no nickel content - be within the ambit of this topic?  

No one is excluded from responding to the solicitation but non-nickel materials are not in the technical objectives of this topic.

3.  Are there any sample drawings or specs we could use as a reference for the specific types of products you are looking for? I noticed in the solicitation there was mention of EMP, HPM, EMI and ESD products, 

but no specific drawings.

There are no drawings or specs to reference. The BAA is asking for a lightweight, affordable, and easily integrated solution to the electronic shielding and hardening issues that are ubiquitous across all digitally driven platforms.  It is not asking for EMP, HPM, EMI and ESD electronic products themselves.

4.   I am a bit unclear as to whether you are looking for a source to produce the composite material with the CVD coating or a source to manufacture the product after the composite is developed?

The BAA is asking for source for nickel-based nano-composite material, manufactured by chemical vapor deposition processes, to provide lightweight, affordable, and flexible solutions for electronic protection issues.  The BAA is NOT looking for a source to manufacture the product after the composite is developed

5.  The DoD needs domestic manufacturing of conductive composite nano-materials. They specify that these product be manufactured by Chemical Vapor Deposition (CVD). Although CVD might satisfy the DoD immediate needs, there is a superior process call Supercritical Vapor Deposition (SCVD) that can be used for providing the desired products with a more uniform coating and with no harmful residues. My company, XYZ Corporation, can provide such products. 

Would the BAA be amended to allow me to submit a proposal to the DoD? 

 The BAA cannot be amended, although that does not limit anyone from responding to the BAA.  If you believe that XYZ Corporation can meet the requirements of the BAA, please submit a proposal by 6 July 2010.

6.  Aside from this description I did not find any other further information about the grant. However I believe my research is very closely related to this subject area. Could you provide me any additional information you have on this grant or refer me to another contact for any questions?

Please refer to sections 1.0 - 3.0 of the BAA starting on page 3 which details the background, scope, and expectations for this project.  Since this BAA involves full and open competition, we are not permitted to provide any additional information to a single bidder because other bidders may feel that they would be disadvantaged.  See Fed Biz Ops website listed below.
7.  In order to make a bid/no-bid decision, and to evaluate cost-share, I would need to understand the government's requirements and purchase commitments for nickel coated products. 

Also, is there an intended source for this acquisition?  Is there a POC to discuss AF specifications and requirements?

Government requirements as stated in the BAA: "Primary materials of interest are nickel-based conductive nano-materials such as nickel-coated powder, fiber, and woven/non-woven sheet, as well as high aspect ratio nickel nano-filaments."  The BAA states that "Emphasis will be placed on establishing a flexible, integrated production process." This means that the recipient should be able to produce nickel carbonyl and be able to incorporate that material into the various nickel coated nano-materials using a fully integrated and full-scale domestic manufacturing production process.

The government cannot offer or comment on purchase commitments

The government cannot comment on intended sources.  The applications are for space and aerospace assets for both military and commercial markets.   Target applications, as stated in the BAA, include: Electro-Magnetic Pulse (EMP) protection, High Powered Microwave (HPM) protection, Electro-Magnetic Interference (EMI) shielding, Electro-Static Discharge (ESD or Lightning Strike) protection, Electromagnetic Management

8.  On page 15 it is stated in red lettering "Do not include any proprietary information in the SOW".  Would it be appropriate though to include proprietary information as it relates to who our customers are in the business plan?  

 Yes.  The restriction is on the SOW, not the business plan.  The BAA advises that non-Government people (Northrop, Tiburon) will be reviewing the proposals.

 9.  We have also expended a lot of funds in the past six months upgrading our machinery to accommodate orders from a defense contractor.  Could those funds be considered as part of our participation?

 Preaward costs cannot be recognized prior to BAA issue date of 21 May 2010.

 10.  We have orders to fill for this defense contractor and need to get started improving our machinery and processes some more, immediately.  Could some of those funds come out of the Title III funding if and when we awarded it?

For the Recipient of the agreement, the Government cannot recognize any pre-award costs prior to the BAA issue date of 21 May 2010.  Please be aware, any money spent now will be at your own risk. If you are not chosen as the recipient, the Government is not liable for any of these costs.

11.  hi, i cant find the description for this project- can you send me any more detail?

We are not permitted to provide excess information to a single bidder during a full and open competition because other bidders may be disadvantaged.

Refer to sections 1.0 - 3.0 of the BAA starting on page 3 which detail the background, scope, and expectations for this project.  See Fed Biz Ops website below.
12.  Is it possible for you to provide the name and address of the Science Officer on this project? Can we contact him/her to discuss the possibility of providing a sample of our coating on a sample of his/her choice?

At this point in the solicitation, all inquiries on this BAA need to be addressed through me as the Contracts Negotiator.  This ensures fair competition to all.  If potential recipients would start talking to the government technical personnel before award, others may construe that as unfair competition which could possibly result in a protest.

If you could phrase your question regarding your sample coating into an email, I can forward it to the appropriate individual for their response.  But please be advised that all questions and answers pertaining to this BAA will be posted the week of 14 June 2010 and the cutoff for questions to be submitted is 17 June 2010.
ALL QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BAA SHALL BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 17 JUNE 2010.
Under  IX.  Other Information,  2.  Ombudsman, the phone number for The AFRL Ombudsman, Ms. Sue Hunter, Director of Contracting, AFRL/PK, is changed to (937) 937-904-4407.
PLEASE NOTE:  Refer to (1) BAA-10-13-PKM, originally posted 21 May 2010, available at https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=346cff10b728780506ccb2a79dcdb009&tab=core&_cview=1, (2) Changes made on 1 June 2010 which attached the Attachments, and (3) all subsequent amendments for any proposal requirements and details not expressly set forth herein.


