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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	P13AS00100

	Project Title
	A Social Normative Study of Backcountry Visitor’s Acoustic Expectations and Experiences in Denali Park and Preserve


	Recipient
	Pennsylvania State University

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. Peter Newman
Pennsylvania State University

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$29,000.18

	Cost Share
	Not Required

	New Award or Continuation?
	Task award under terms and conditions established in umbrella Cooperative Agreement P11AC30805

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	1 ½ years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Through December 2014

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement (task award)

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. §5933 

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945 Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	#4 - Unique Qualifications

	NPS Point of Contact
	Rita L. Mihalik


OVERVIEW
Over the last decade, Denali National Park and Preserve (DENA) has developed a comprehensive park-wide inventory of the park’s acoustic resources. These efforts have largely focused on quantifying the physical properties of DENA’s soundscape, and have collected and analyzed sound pressure level, acoustic event, and sound source audibility data.  A number of surveys administered to backcountry users in DENA have also included soundscape components, and have been helpful in formulating park policy, such as the 2006 Backcountry Management Plan (BCMP).  However, the BCMP acknowledges the need for additional research in certain areas, specifically understanding appropriate soundscape indicators and standards of quality for backcountry users.  To better inform these deficiencies, social science soundscape data were collected during the summers of 2011 and 2012 in DENA with mountaineers, backpackers, and backcountry day-users. This study will process these data by analyzing and compiling results into a final report and presentation, which will inform management regarding visitor’s experiences, expectations and thresholds for sounds, thus providing potential social soundscape indicators and standards of quality. 
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
The PI and research staff will work closely with park staff to complete the following tasks:
1) Integration and Summary:
Integrate social science soundscapes data results generated during this project to provide DENA with a basis for evaluating future adaptive soundscape management strategies. Specifically this will involve three components, which will be compiled into a final report:

a. Determine visitor motivations, expectations, and demographic information, which may mediate perceptions of sounds.

b. Establish potential social soundscape indicators based upon listening sessions data.
c. Describe visitors’ thresholds of acceptability (potential standards of specific soundscape conditions) based upon the different sample locations and user-groups. 

2) Produce Project Report:
PI and research staff will produce a project completion report that will include the following: 1) executive summary; 2) background and methods; 3) results; 4) management implications; and 5) recommendations for further research. Review by DENA will be requested at the draft stage and revisions included in final version. PI will present the results of the project to park personnel and stakeholders in the park at a venue and time to be determined.
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT
NPS is responsible for the overall study design and coordination of the various parts of the study.  NPS will work closely with the cooperator to select field personnel, develop sampling strategies, develop survey questionnaires, develop indicators of quality for the visitor experience, review research results on an ongoing basis, plan and conduct annual research workshops, and review and approve the final report and associated deliverables.  In addition, NPS will provide housing for researchers and other logistical support, including in-park transportation.  
The substantial involvement of park staff is essential to help guide the research to ensure that it meets the needs of the park.  

NPS, as the managing agency for Denali National Park, is the only entity that has the scope of authority, knowledge and expertise to design and coordinate this study.  Substantial involvement is necessary to insure the project’s results are of direct relevance to park mangers. The involvement of NPS personnel in all aspects of the project will be pervasive and continuous, and the task of pulling together the various strands of information and making management decisions based on this study will help inform revisions to the park’s Backcountry Management Plan. 
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique qualifications

Single Source Justification Description:

The Chesapeake Watershed Cooperative Ecosystem Study Unit (CW-CESU) is a partnership of universities. 
The Penn State University (PSU) is one of the universities within the CW-CESU that maintains wide expertise in environmental studies, social science associated with recreation management, acoustics, and resource management research in the Chesapeake Region.  This Cooperator has a history of producing high quality products in a timely fashion, within budget, with strict, accurate quality assurance/control, and with a high degree of collaboration. Selecting this Cooperator was a natural outgrowth of a history of positive and mutually beneficial collaborations in the fields of social science and soundscape effects on wild-land recreation experience. Their prior program experience and research expertise make the proposed Cooperator uniquely qualified to carry out the terms of this Agreement in a most cost-effective and collaborative manner.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY
The National Park Service (NPS) is responsible for the management of areas in the National Park System to conserve the scenery, the natural and historic objects, and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations (16 U.S.C. §1 et seq.).  In accordance with 16 U.S.C. §1a-2j, 16 U.S.C. §5933, and 16 U.S.C. §5934, the NPS is authorized to enter into a cooperative agreement to establish the Chesapeake Watershed CESU to assist in providing research, technical assistance and education. 
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