Q and A responses:
1)       Q: The first review is stated to occur on June 14, 2008.  Is there an ultimate deadline for concept papers or will they be accepted after June 14? Is there a preference given to early submissions?
The first review of Concept Papers will be evaluated on the date specified on the cover sheet, and at regular intervals as needed thereafter for up to 12 months.  At any time after posting, USAID may determine that the needs outlined in the APS have been met, at which time the APS solicitation will be closed.  Awards may be made at any time.
 
USAID anticipates awarding approximately three (3) to five (5) cooperative agreements (hereafter called Agreements) for a period of up to three years, to fund successful applications submitted in response to this APS. USAID expects $2.2 million will be available in FY 08 with the possibility of additional funding thereafter.  The range of the award amount for the 2-3 year period will be $300,000 to $1 million per Agreement depending on the number awarded.  The number of awards and amount of available funding is subject to change and USAID reserves the right to make more or no awards as a result of this APS.  
 
USAID currently has identified FY 08 funds that are available for this program.  USAID hopes that additional funds will be available after FY 2008, but there is no guarantee.  As a result, USAID strongly encourages applicants to submit their concept papers as soon as possible as there is no guarantee that funds will be available for applications submitted after the cut off date for the first reviews on page one of this document.  Proposals received during FY 2008 but unable to be negotiated and awarded prior to September 30, 2008 may be considered for award in FY 2009.
 

2)   Q: We have a number of technologies (trait-crop combinations) which can be transferred into rice and/or wheat but we currently do not have lines expressing the traits at this time.  Is this within the scope of the program concept?  
  
Yes, as long as applicants can propose a plan to transfer these technologies into rice and/or wheat and conduct a field trial within the 2-3 year timeframe.  Our criteria are that the traits must have been field tested in at least a monocot crop plant.  Field tests in wheat or rice are preferred but not required.
 

3)   Q: Is there an advantage to have already identified partners in India? In other words are concept papers without identified partners somehow downgraded? 
 

We will not downgrade concept papers that do not identify partners in India.  We would like to see that applicants understand the situation in India and what kinds of partnerships they would need to form, but they do not need to have identified specific partners at this time.  As stated in the APS, Applicants that are not based in India must identify at least one Indian partner before the final award is granted.
 
4)            Q: Is there an advantage to proposals which incorporate work in both wheat and rice. What is the priority of crops and traits?
 
We will take proposals for either rice or wheat.  All else being equal, we would give priority to proposals that incorporate both rice and wheat.  We would prioritize the traits in the following order (highest to lowest):  drought, heat, nitrogen use efficiency (NUE), salinity, although our main consideration will be demonstrated efficacy of the technology under representative field conditions.
Additional Changes:
The following changes are incorporated into the APS:

1.  On page one, First Initial Review of Concept Papers:  2:00 p.m. June 16
2.   On the top of page 7 under 2.2 Technologies and just above 2.3 Public-private partnerships, add:  

Approaches that only use marker assisted breeding or marker assisted selection (MAS/MAB) will not be considered under this APS.  Although these are very valuable breeding techniques, this APS is only targeting approaches to develop abiotic stress tolerance through transgenic or bioengineering methods.
3. On page 10 under 3.1 Concept Paper Instructions, replace the paragraph with the following:
All applications must be made by completing the items below, including the attachments

where requested. Not to exceed five pages in total; the five-page total does not include the cover page/introduction and the supporting information.  Please e-mail concept papers to Todd Miller at tomiller@usaid.gov and Sharon Welch at swelch@usaid.gov.

