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Application Checklist

This Application Checklist provides applicants with a list of the required actions and documents that must be completed. However, FNS expects that applicants will read the entire RFA prior to the submission of their application and comply with all requirements outlined in the solicitation. The Application Checklist is for applicant use only and should not be submitted as part of the Application Package. 

Complete the following at least four weeks prior to submission: 
· Obtain a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number;
· Register the UEI number in the System for Award Management (SAM); and,
· Register in grants.gov. 

When preparing your application, ensure: 
· Application format and narrative meet the requirements included in Section 4 – Application and Submission Information. This includes page limits, priorities outlined in Section 5 – Application Review Information, and all necessary attachments.  

When preparing your budget, ensure the following information is included:
· All key staff proposed to be paid by this grant.
· The percentage of time the Project Director will devote to the project in full-time equivalents (FTEs).
· Your organization’s fringe benefit rate and amount, as well as the basis for the computation.
· The type of fringe benefits to be covered with Federal funds.
· Itemized travel expenses (including type of travel), travel justification, and basis for lodging estimate.
· Types of equipment and supplies, justifications, and estimates, ensuring that the budget is in line with the project description.
· Information for all contracts and justification for any sole-source contracts
· Justification, description, and an itemized list of all consultant services.
· Indirect cost information (either a copy of a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA) or if no agreement exists and the applicant has never been approved for a NICRA, they may charge up to 15% de minimis). If an applicant is requesting the de minimis rate or indirect costs are not required, please state this in the budget narrative. 
 
When submitting your application, ensure you have submitted the following:
· SF-424 – Application for Federal Assistance (fillable PDF in Grants.gov)
· SF-424A – Budget Information and Instruction Form (fillable PDF in Grants.gov)
· SF-424B – Assurances for Non-Construction Programs (fillable PDF in Grants.gov) 
· SF-LLL –  Disclosure of Lobbying Activities 
· AD-3030 – Representations Regarding Felony Conviction and Tax Delinquent Status for Corporate Applicants (fillable PDF in Grants.gov).  This document is only required if your organization is a corporation.  The form is located in the optional tab of the grants.gov application package.
· FNS-906 – Grant Program Accounting System & Financial Capability Questionnaire (fillable PDF in Grants.gov)  
· Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (PDF - Upload using the “Add Attachments” button under SF-424 item #15) 
· Resumes of key staff
· Letters of support/commitment from key staff and partners
· Additional attachments as required


Table of Contents 
1. Program Description and Objectives	6
Executive Summary	6
Program Description	6
Key Objectives	6
Project Design	7
2. Federal Award Information	16
Allowable Costs	16
3. Eligibility Information	18
Eligible Applicants	18
Ineligible Applicants	19
Cost Sharing or Matching Considerations	19
Pre-Award Screening Requirements	19
Acknowledgement of USDA Support	19
4. Application Content Information	20
Content and Form of Application Submission	20
Special Instructions:	20
Cooperative Agreement	20
Cover Sheet	22
Table of Contents	22
Application Project Summary	22
Project Narrative	22
Activities/Indicators Tracker	24
Application Budget Narrative	24
Indirect Cost Rate	24
Required Grant Application Forms	25
5. Application Review Information	25
Review Criteria	25
Project Design (35 points)	26
Implementation and Monitoring (15 points)	26
Sustainability (10 points)	26
Budget Appropriateness and Economic Efficiency (25 points)	26
Staff Capability and Management (15 points)	27
FY25 Funding Priorities (Bonus Points) (up to 15 points)	28
FY2025 Agency Priorities	28
Review and Selection Process	29
6. Application Submission Information	29
Submission Date	29
Preparing for Electronic Application Submission through Grants.gov	30
How to Submit an Application via Grants.gov	31
Grants.gov Receipt Requirements and Proof of Timely Submission	31
File attachment names longer than approximately 50 characters can cause problems processing packages. Please limit file attachment names. Also, do not use any special characters (This includes periods (.) and spacing followed by a dash in the file. To separate words in naming a file, use underscore.	32
Funding Restrictions	32
7. Federal Award Administration Information	32
Federal Award Notice	32
Administrative and National Policy Requirements	33
Confidentiality of an Application	33
Conflict of Interest and Confidentiality of the Review Process	33
Administrative Regulations	34
Code of Federal Regulations and Other Government Requirements	36
Reporting Requirements	37
Financial Reports	37
Performance Progress Reports (PPR)	37
8. Federal Awarding Agency Contacts	38
9. Other Information	38
Debriefing Requests	38
Appendix	39
RFA Budget Narrative Checklist	39
FNS-908 Performance Progress Report (PPR)	41




[bookmark: _Toc131492985][bookmark: _Toc428630100][bookmark: _Toc12486478][bookmark: _Toc12491150][bookmark: _Toc12478243][bookmark: _Toc12484847][bookmark: _Toc12486395][bookmark: _Toc12486479][bookmark: _Toc12491151][bookmark: _Toc12458179][bookmark: _Toc12478244][bookmark: _Toc12484848][bookmark: _Toc12486396][bookmark: _Toc12486480][bookmark: _Toc12491152][bookmark: _Toc12458180][bookmark: _Toc12478245][bookmark: _Toc12484849][bookmark: _Toc12486397][bookmark: _Toc12486481][bookmark: _Toc12491153][bookmark: _Toc12439188][bookmark: _Toc12440091][bookmark: _Toc12440164][bookmark: _Toc12447592][bookmark: _Toc12447664][bookmark: _Toc12447740][bookmark: _Toc12448043][bookmark: _Toc12448345][bookmark: _Toc12448417][bookmark: _Toc12448489][bookmark: _Toc12448562][bookmark: _Toc12449582][bookmark: _Toc12450125][bookmark: _Toc12451616][bookmark: _Toc12451892][bookmark: _Toc12454938][bookmark: _Toc12456811][bookmark: _Toc12456885][bookmark: _Toc12456959][bookmark: _Toc12457786][bookmark: _Toc12458181][bookmark: _Toc12478246][bookmark: _Toc12484850][bookmark: _Toc12486398][bookmark: _Toc12486482][bookmark: _Toc12491154][bookmark: _Toc12439189][bookmark: _Toc12440092][bookmark: _Toc12440165][bookmark: _Toc12447593][bookmark: _Toc12447665][bookmark: _Toc12447741][bookmark: _Toc12448044][bookmark: _Toc12448346][bookmark: _Toc12448418][bookmark: _Toc12448490][bookmark: _Toc12448563][bookmark: _Toc12449583][bookmark: _Toc12450126][bookmark: _Toc12451617][bookmark: _Toc12451893][bookmark: _Toc12454939][bookmark: _Toc12456812][bookmark: _Toc12456886][bookmark: _Toc12456960][bookmark: _Toc12457787][bookmark: _Toc12458182][bookmark: _Toc12478247][bookmark: _Toc12484851][bookmark: _Toc12486399][bookmark: _Toc12486483][bookmark: _Toc12491155][bookmark: _Toc12439190][bookmark: _Toc12440093][bookmark: _Toc12440166][bookmark: _Toc12447594][bookmark: _Toc12447666][bookmark: _Toc12447742][bookmark: _Toc12448045][bookmark: _Toc12448347][bookmark: _Toc12448419][bookmark: _Toc12448491][bookmark: _Toc12448564][bookmark: _Toc12449584][bookmark: _Toc12450127][bookmark: _Toc12451618][bookmark: _Toc12451894][bookmark: _Toc12454940][bookmark: _Toc12456813][bookmark: _Toc12456887][bookmark: _Toc12456961][bookmark: _Toc12457788][bookmark: _Toc12458183][bookmark: _Toc12478248][bookmark: _Toc12484852][bookmark: _Toc12486400][bookmark: _Toc12486484][bookmark: _Toc12491156][bookmark: _Toc12439191][bookmark: _Toc12440094][bookmark: _Toc12440167][bookmark: _Toc12447595][bookmark: _Toc12447667][bookmark: _Toc12447743][bookmark: _Toc12448046][bookmark: _Toc12448348][bookmark: _Toc12448420][bookmark: _Toc12448492][bookmark: _Toc12448565][bookmark: _Toc12449585][bookmark: _Toc12450128][bookmark: _Toc12451619][bookmark: _Toc12451895][bookmark: _Toc12454941][bookmark: _Toc12456814][bookmark: _Toc12456888][bookmark: _Toc12456962][bookmark: _Toc12457789][bookmark: _Toc12458184][bookmark: _Toc12478249][bookmark: _Toc12484853][bookmark: _Toc12486401][bookmark: _Toc12486485][bookmark: _Toc12491157][bookmark: _Toc12439192][bookmark: _Toc12440095][bookmark: _Toc12440168][bookmark: _Toc12447596][bookmark: _Toc12447668][bookmark: _Toc12447744][bookmark: _Toc12448047][bookmark: _Toc12448349][bookmark: _Toc12448421][bookmark: _Toc12448493][bookmark: _Toc12448566][bookmark: _Toc12449586][bookmark: _Toc12450129][bookmark: _Toc12451620][bookmark: _Toc12451896][bookmark: _Toc12454942][bookmark: _Toc12456815][bookmark: _Toc12456889][bookmark: _Toc12456963][bookmark: _Toc12457790][bookmark: _Toc12458185][bookmark: _Toc12478250][bookmark: _Toc12484854][bookmark: _Toc12486402][bookmark: _Toc12486486][bookmark: _Toc12491158][bookmark: _Toc12439193][bookmark: _Toc12440096][bookmark: _Toc12440169][bookmark: _Toc12447597][bookmark: _Toc12447669][bookmark: _Toc12447745][bookmark: _Toc12448048][bookmark: _Toc12448350][bookmark: _Toc12448422][bookmark: _Toc12448494][bookmark: _Toc12448567][bookmark: _Toc12449587][bookmark: _Toc12450130][bookmark: _Toc12451621][bookmark: _Toc12451897][bookmark: _Toc12454943][bookmark: _Toc12456816][bookmark: _Toc12456890][bookmark: _Toc12456964][bookmark: _Toc12457791][bookmark: _Toc12458186][bookmark: _Toc12478251][bookmark: _Toc12484855][bookmark: _Toc12486403][bookmark: _Toc12486487][bookmark: _Toc12491159][bookmark: _Toc12439194][bookmark: _Toc12440097][bookmark: _Toc12440170][bookmark: _Toc12447598][bookmark: _Toc12447670][bookmark: _Toc12447746][bookmark: _Toc12448049][bookmark: _Toc12448351][bookmark: _Toc12448423][bookmark: _Toc12448495][bookmark: _Toc12448568][bookmark: _Toc12449588][bookmark: _Toc12450131][bookmark: _Toc12451622][bookmark: _Toc12451898][bookmark: _Toc12454944][bookmark: _Toc12456817][bookmark: _Toc12456891][bookmark: _Toc12456965][bookmark: _Toc12457792][bookmark: _Toc12458187][bookmark: _Toc12478252][bookmark: _Toc12484856][bookmark: _Toc12486404][bookmark: _Toc12486488][bookmark: _Toc12491160][bookmark: _Toc12439195][bookmark: _Toc12440098][bookmark: _Toc12440171][bookmark: _Toc12447599][bookmark: _Toc12447671][bookmark: _Toc12447747][bookmark: _Toc12448050][bookmark: _Toc12448352][bookmark: _Toc12448424][bookmark: _Toc12448496][bookmark: _Toc12448569][bookmark: _Toc12449589][bookmark: _Toc12450132][bookmark: _Toc12451623][bookmark: _Toc12451899][bookmark: _Toc12454945][bookmark: _Toc12456818][bookmark: _Toc12456892][bookmark: _Toc12456966][bookmark: _Toc12457793][bookmark: _Toc12458188][bookmark: _Toc12478253][bookmark: _Toc12484857][bookmark: _Toc12486405][bookmark: _Toc12486489][bookmark: _Toc12491161][bookmark: _Toc12439196][bookmark: _Toc12440099][bookmark: _Toc12440172][bookmark: _Toc12447600][bookmark: _Toc12447672][bookmark: _Toc12447748][bookmark: _Toc12448051][bookmark: _Toc12448353][bookmark: _Toc12448425][bookmark: _Toc12448497][bookmark: _Toc12448570][bookmark: _Toc12449590][bookmark: _Toc12450133][bookmark: _Toc12451624][bookmark: _Toc12451900][bookmark: _Toc12454946][bookmark: _Toc12456819][bookmark: _Toc12456893][bookmark: _Toc12456967][bookmark: _Toc12457794][bookmark: _Toc12458189][bookmark: _Toc12478254][bookmark: _Toc12484858][bookmark: _Toc12486406][bookmark: _Toc12486490][bookmark: _Toc12491162][bookmark: _Toc12439197][bookmark: _Toc12440100][bookmark: _Toc12440173][bookmark: _Toc12447601][bookmark: _Toc12447673][bookmark: _Toc12447749][bookmark: _Toc12448052][bookmark: _Toc12448354][bookmark: _Toc12448426][bookmark: _Toc12448498][bookmark: _Toc12448571][bookmark: _Toc12449591][bookmark: _Toc12450134][bookmark: _Toc12451625][bookmark: _Toc12451901][bookmark: _Toc12454947][bookmark: _Toc12456820][bookmark: _Toc12456894][bookmark: _Toc12456968][bookmark: _Toc12457795][bookmark: _Toc12458190][bookmark: _Toc12478255][bookmark: _Toc12484859][bookmark: _Toc12486407][bookmark: _Toc12486491][bookmark: _Toc12491163][bookmark: _Toc12439198][bookmark: _Toc12440101][bookmark: _Toc12440174][bookmark: _Toc12447602][bookmark: _Toc12447674][bookmark: _Toc12447750][bookmark: _Toc12448053][bookmark: _Toc12448355][bookmark: _Toc12448427][bookmark: _Toc12448499][bookmark: _Toc12448572][bookmark: _Toc12449592][bookmark: _Toc12450135][bookmark: _Toc12451626][bookmark: _Toc12451902][bookmark: _Toc12454948][bookmark: _Toc12456821][bookmark: _Toc12456895][bookmark: _Toc12456969][bookmark: _Toc12457796][bookmark: _Toc12458191][bookmark: _Toc12478256][bookmark: _Toc12484860][bookmark: _Toc12486408][bookmark: _Toc12486492][bookmark: _Toc12491164][bookmark: _Toc12439199][bookmark: _Toc12440102][bookmark: _Toc12440175][bookmark: _Toc12447603][bookmark: _Toc12447675][bookmark: _Toc12447751][bookmark: _Toc12448054][bookmark: _Toc12448356][bookmark: _Toc12448428][bookmark: _Toc12448500][bookmark: _Toc12448573][bookmark: _Toc12449593][bookmark: _Toc12450136][bookmark: _Toc12451627][bookmark: _Toc12451903][bookmark: _Toc12454949][bookmark: _Toc12456822][bookmark: _Toc12456896][bookmark: _Toc12456970][bookmark: _Toc12457797][bookmark: _Toc12458192][bookmark: _Toc12478257][bookmark: _Toc12484861][bookmark: _Toc12486409][bookmark: _Toc12486493][bookmark: _Toc12491165][bookmark: _Toc12439200][bookmark: _Toc12440103][bookmark: _Toc12440176][bookmark: _Toc12447604][bookmark: _Toc12447676][bookmark: _Toc12447752][bookmark: _Toc12448055][bookmark: _Toc12448357][bookmark: _Toc12448429][bookmark: _Toc12448501][bookmark: _Toc12448574][bookmark: _Toc12449594][bookmark: _Toc12450137][bookmark: _Toc12451628][bookmark: _Toc12451904][bookmark: _Toc12454950][bookmark: _Toc12456823][bookmark: _Toc12456897][bookmark: _Toc12456971][bookmark: _Toc12457798][bookmark: _Toc12458193][bookmark: _Toc12478258][bookmark: _Toc12484862][bookmark: _Toc12486410][bookmark: _Toc12486494][bookmark: _Toc12491166][bookmark: _Toc12439201][bookmark: _Toc12440104][bookmark: _Toc12440177][bookmark: _Toc12447605][bookmark: _Toc12447677][bookmark: _Toc12447753][bookmark: _Toc12448056][bookmark: _Toc12448358][bookmark: _Toc12448430][bookmark: _Toc12448502][bookmark: _Toc12448575][bookmark: _Toc12449595][bookmark: _Toc12450138][bookmark: _Toc12451629][bookmark: _Toc12451905][bookmark: _Toc12454951][bookmark: _Toc12456824][bookmark: _Toc12456898][bookmark: _Toc12456972][bookmark: _Toc12457799][bookmark: _Toc12458194][bookmark: _Toc12478259][bookmark: _Toc12484863][bookmark: _Toc12486411][bookmark: _Toc12486495][bookmark: _Toc12491167][bookmark: _Toc12439202][bookmark: _Toc12440105][bookmark: _Toc12440178][bookmark: _Toc12447606][bookmark: _Toc12447678][bookmark: _Toc12447754][bookmark: _Toc12448057][bookmark: _Toc12448359][bookmark: _Toc12448431][bookmark: _Toc12448503][bookmark: _Toc12448576][bookmark: _Toc12449596][bookmark: _Toc12450139][bookmark: _Toc12451630][bookmark: _Toc12451906][bookmark: _Toc12454952][bookmark: _Toc12456825][bookmark: _Toc12456899][bookmark: _Toc12456973][bookmark: _Toc12457800][bookmark: _Toc12458195][bookmark: _Toc12478260][bookmark: _Toc12484864][bookmark: _Toc12486412][bookmark: _Toc12486496][bookmark: _Toc12491168][bookmark: _Toc12439203][bookmark: _Toc12440106][bookmark: _Toc12440179][bookmark: _Toc12447607][bookmark: _Toc12447679][bookmark: _Toc12447755][bookmark: _Toc12448058][bookmark: _Toc12448360][bookmark: _Toc12448432][bookmark: _Toc12448504][bookmark: _Toc12448577][bookmark: _Toc12449597][bookmark: _Toc12450140][bookmark: _Toc12451631][bookmark: _Toc12451907][bookmark: _Toc12454953][bookmark: _Toc12456826][bookmark: _Toc12456900][bookmark: _Toc12456974][bookmark: _Toc12457801][bookmark: _Toc12458196][bookmark: _Toc12478261][bookmark: _Toc12484865][bookmark: _Toc12486413][bookmark: _Toc12486497][bookmark: _Toc12491169][bookmark: _Toc12439204][bookmark: _Toc12440107][bookmark: _Toc12440180][bookmark: _Toc12447608][bookmark: _Toc12447680][bookmark: _Toc12447756][bookmark: _Toc12448059][bookmark: _Toc12448361][bookmark: _Toc12448433][bookmark: _Toc12448505][bookmark: _Toc12448578][bookmark: _Toc12449598][bookmark: _Toc12450141][bookmark: _Toc12451632][bookmark: _Toc12451908][bookmark: _Toc12454954][bookmark: _Toc12456827][bookmark: _Toc12456901][bookmark: _Toc12456975][bookmark: _Toc12457802][bookmark: _Toc12458197][bookmark: _Toc12478262][bookmark: _Toc12484866][bookmark: _Toc12486414][bookmark: _Toc12486498][bookmark: _Toc12491170][bookmark: _Toc12439205][bookmark: _Toc12440108][bookmark: _Toc12440181][bookmark: _Toc12447609][bookmark: _Toc12447681][bookmark: _Toc12447757][bookmark: _Toc12448060][bookmark: _Toc12448362][bookmark: _Toc12448434][bookmark: _Toc12448506][bookmark: _Toc12448579][bookmark: _Toc12449599][bookmark: _Toc12450142][bookmark: _Toc12451633][bookmark: _Toc12451909][bookmark: _Toc12454955][bookmark: _Toc12456828][bookmark: _Toc12456902][bookmark: _Toc12456976][bookmark: _Toc12457803][bookmark: _Toc12458198][bookmark: _Toc12478263][bookmark: _Toc12484867][bookmark: _Toc12486415][bookmark: _Toc12486499][bookmark: _Toc12491171][bookmark: _Toc12439206][bookmark: _Toc12440109][bookmark: _Toc12440182][bookmark: _Toc12447610][bookmark: _Toc12447682][bookmark: _Toc12447758][bookmark: _Toc12448061][bookmark: _Toc12448363][bookmark: _Toc12448435][bookmark: _Toc12448507][bookmark: _Toc12448580][bookmark: _Toc12449600][bookmark: _Toc12450143][bookmark: _Toc12451634][bookmark: _Toc12451910][bookmark: _Toc12454956][bookmark: _Toc12456829][bookmark: _Toc12456903][bookmark: _Toc12456977][bookmark: _Toc12457804][bookmark: _Toc12458199][bookmark: _Toc12478264][bookmark: _Toc12484868][bookmark: _Toc12486416][bookmark: _Toc12486500][bookmark: _Toc12491172][bookmark: _Toc12439207][bookmark: _Toc12440110][bookmark: _Toc12440183][bookmark: _Toc12447611][bookmark: _Toc12447683][bookmark: _Toc12447759][bookmark: _Toc12448062][bookmark: _Toc12448364][bookmark: _Toc12448436][bookmark: _Toc12448508][bookmark: _Toc12448581][bookmark: _Toc12449601][bookmark: _Toc12450144][bookmark: _Toc12451635][bookmark: _Toc12451911][bookmark: _Toc12454957][bookmark: _Toc12456830][bookmark: _Toc12456904][bookmark: _Toc12456978][bookmark: _Toc12457805][bookmark: _Toc12458200][bookmark: _Toc12478265][bookmark: _Toc12484869][bookmark: _Toc12486417][bookmark: _Toc12486501][bookmark: _Toc12491173][bookmark: _Toc12439208][bookmark: _Toc12440111][bookmark: _Toc12440184][bookmark: _Toc12447612][bookmark: _Toc12447684][bookmark: _Toc12447760][bookmark: _Toc12448063][bookmark: _Toc12448365][bookmark: _Toc12448437][bookmark: _Toc12448509][bookmark: _Toc12448582][bookmark: _Toc12449602][bookmark: _Toc12450145][bookmark: _Toc12451636][bookmark: _Toc12451912][bookmark: _Toc12454958][bookmark: _Toc12456831][bookmark: _Toc12456905][bookmark: _Toc12456979][bookmark: _Toc12457806][bookmark: _Toc12458201][bookmark: _Toc12478266][bookmark: _Toc12484870][bookmark: _Toc12486418][bookmark: _Toc12486502][bookmark: _Toc12491174][bookmark: _Toc12439209][bookmark: _Toc12440112][bookmark: _Toc12440185][bookmark: _Toc12447613][bookmark: _Toc12447685][bookmark: _Toc12447761][bookmark: _Toc12448064][bookmark: _Toc12448366][bookmark: _Toc12448438][bookmark: _Toc12448510][bookmark: _Toc12448583][bookmark: _Toc12449603][bookmark: _Toc12450146][bookmark: _Toc12451637][bookmark: _Toc12451913][bookmark: _Toc12454959][bookmark: _Toc12456832][bookmark: _Toc12456906][bookmark: _Toc12456980][bookmark: _Toc12457807][bookmark: _Toc12458202][bookmark: _Toc12478267][bookmark: _Toc12484871][bookmark: _Toc12486419][bookmark: _Toc12486503][bookmark: _Toc12491175][bookmark: _Toc12439210][bookmark: _Toc12440113][bookmark: _Toc12440186][bookmark: _Toc12447614][bookmark: _Toc12447686][bookmark: _Toc12447762][bookmark: _Toc12448065][bookmark: _Toc12448367][bookmark: _Toc12448439][bookmark: _Toc12448511][bookmark: _Toc12448584][bookmark: _Toc12449604][bookmark: _Toc12450147][bookmark: _Toc12451638][bookmark: _Toc12451914][bookmark: _Toc12454960][bookmark: _Toc12456833][bookmark: _Toc12456907][bookmark: _Toc12456981][bookmark: _Toc12457808][bookmark: _Toc12458203][bookmark: _Toc12478268][bookmark: _Toc12484872][bookmark: _Toc12486420][bookmark: _Toc12486504][bookmark: _Toc12491176][bookmark: _Toc12439211][bookmark: _Toc12440114][bookmark: _Toc12440187][bookmark: _Toc12447615][bookmark: _Toc12447687][bookmark: _Toc12447763][bookmark: _Toc12448066][bookmark: _Toc12448368][bookmark: _Toc12448440][bookmark: _Toc12448512][bookmark: _Toc12448585][bookmark: _Toc12449605][bookmark: _Toc12450148][bookmark: _Toc12451639][bookmark: _Toc12451915][bookmark: _Toc12454961][bookmark: _Toc12456834][bookmark: _Toc12456908][bookmark: _Toc12456982][bookmark: _Toc12457809][bookmark: _Toc12458204][bookmark: _Toc12478269][bookmark: _Toc12484873][bookmark: _Toc12486421][bookmark: _Toc12486505][bookmark: _Toc12491177][bookmark: _Toc12439212][bookmark: _Toc12440115][bookmark: _Toc12440188][bookmark: _Toc12447616][bookmark: _Toc12447688][bookmark: _Toc12447764][bookmark: _Toc12448067][bookmark: _Toc12448369][bookmark: _Toc12448441][bookmark: _Toc12448513][bookmark: _Toc12448586][bookmark: _Toc12449606][bookmark: _Toc12450149][bookmark: _Toc12451640][bookmark: _Toc12451916][bookmark: _Toc12454962][bookmark: _Toc12456835][bookmark: _Toc12456909][bookmark: _Toc12456983][bookmark: _Toc12457810][bookmark: _Toc12458205][bookmark: _Toc12478270][bookmark: _Toc12484874][bookmark: _Toc12486422][bookmark: _Toc12486506][bookmark: _Toc12491178][bookmark: _Toc12439213][bookmark: _Toc12440116][bookmark: _Toc12440189][bookmark: _Toc12447617][bookmark: _Toc12447689][bookmark: _Toc12447765][bookmark: _Toc12448068][bookmark: _Toc12448370][bookmark: _Toc12448442][bookmark: _Toc12448514][bookmark: _Toc12448587][bookmark: _Toc12449607][bookmark: _Toc12450150][bookmark: _Toc12451641][bookmark: _Toc12451917][bookmark: _Toc12454963][bookmark: _Toc12456836][bookmark: _Toc12456910][bookmark: _Toc12456984][bookmark: _Toc12457811][bookmark: _Toc12458206][bookmark: _Toc12478271][bookmark: _Toc12484875][bookmark: _Toc12486423][bookmark: _Toc12486507][bookmark: _Toc12491179][bookmark: _Toc12439214][bookmark: _Toc12440117][bookmark: _Toc12440190][bookmark: _Toc12447618][bookmark: _Toc12447690][bookmark: _Toc12447766][bookmark: _Toc12448069][bookmark: _Toc12448371][bookmark: _Toc12448443][bookmark: _Toc12448515][bookmark: _Toc12448588][bookmark: _Toc12449608][bookmark: _Toc12450151][bookmark: _Toc12451642][bookmark: _Toc12451918][bookmark: _Toc12454964][bookmark: _Toc12456837][bookmark: _Toc12456911][bookmark: _Toc12456985][bookmark: _Toc12457812][bookmark: _Toc12458207][bookmark: _Toc12478272][bookmark: _Toc12484876][bookmark: _Toc12486424][bookmark: _Toc12486508][bookmark: _Toc12491180][bookmark: _Toc12439215][bookmark: _Toc12440118][bookmark: _Toc12440191][bookmark: _Toc12447619][bookmark: _Toc12447691][bookmark: _Toc12447767][bookmark: _Toc12448070][bookmark: _Toc12448372][bookmark: _Toc12448444][bookmark: _Toc12448516][bookmark: _Toc12448589][bookmark: _Toc12449609][bookmark: _Toc12450152][bookmark: _Toc12451643][bookmark: _Toc12451919][bookmark: _Toc12454965][bookmark: _Toc12456838][bookmark: _Toc12456912][bookmark: _Toc12456986][bookmark: _Toc12457813][bookmark: _Toc12458208][bookmark: _Toc12478273][bookmark: _Toc12484877][bookmark: _Toc12486425][bookmark: _Toc12486509][bookmark: _Toc12491181][bookmark: _Toc12439216][bookmark: _Toc12440119][bookmark: _Toc12440192][bookmark: _Toc12447620][bookmark: _Toc12447692][bookmark: _Toc12447768][bookmark: _Toc12448071][bookmark: _Toc12448373][bookmark: _Toc12448445][bookmark: _Toc12448517][bookmark: _Toc12448590][bookmark: _Toc12449610][bookmark: _Toc12450153][bookmark: _Toc12451644][bookmark: _Toc12451920][bookmark: _Toc12454966][bookmark: _Toc12456839][bookmark: _Toc12456913][bookmark: _Toc12456987][bookmark: _Toc12457814][bookmark: _Toc12458209][bookmark: _Toc12478274][bookmark: _Toc12484878][bookmark: _Toc12486426][bookmark: _Toc12486510][bookmark: _Toc12491182][bookmark: _Toc12439217][bookmark: _Toc12440120][bookmark: _Toc12440193][bookmark: _Toc12447621][bookmark: _Toc12447693][bookmark: _Toc12447769][bookmark: _Toc12448072][bookmark: _Toc12448374][bookmark: _Toc12448446][bookmark: _Toc12448518][bookmark: _Toc12448591][bookmark: _Toc12449611][bookmark: _Toc12450154][bookmark: _Toc12451645][bookmark: _Toc12451921][bookmark: _Toc12454967][bookmark: _Toc12456840][bookmark: _Toc12456914][bookmark: _Toc12456988][bookmark: _Toc12457815][bookmark: _Toc12458210][bookmark: _Toc12478275][bookmark: _Toc12484879][bookmark: _Toc12486427][bookmark: _Toc12486511][bookmark: _Toc12491183][bookmark: _Toc12439218][bookmark: _Toc12440121][bookmark: _Toc12440194][bookmark: _Toc12447622][bookmark: _Toc12447694][bookmark: _Toc12447770][bookmark: _Toc12448073][bookmark: _Toc12448375][bookmark: _Toc12448447][bookmark: _Toc12448519][bookmark: _Toc12448592][bookmark: _Toc12449612][bookmark: _Toc12450155][bookmark: _Toc12451646][bookmark: _Toc12451922][bookmark: _Toc12454968][bookmark: _Toc12456841][bookmark: _Toc12456915][bookmark: _Toc12456989][bookmark: _Toc12457816][bookmark: _Toc12458211][bookmark: _Toc12478276][bookmark: _Toc12484880][bookmark: _Toc12486428][bookmark: _Toc12486512][bookmark: _Toc12491184][bookmark: _Toc12439219][bookmark: _Toc12440122][bookmark: _Toc12440195][bookmark: _Toc12447623][bookmark: _Toc12447695][bookmark: _Toc12447771][bookmark: _Toc12448074][bookmark: _Toc12448376][bookmark: _Toc12448448][bookmark: _Toc12448520][bookmark: _Toc12448593][bookmark: _Toc12449613][bookmark: _Toc12450156][bookmark: _Toc12451647][bookmark: _Toc12451923][bookmark: _Toc12454969][bookmark: _Toc12456842][bookmark: _Toc12456916][bookmark: _Toc12456990][bookmark: _Toc12457817][bookmark: _Toc12458212][bookmark: _Toc12478277][bookmark: _Toc12484881][bookmark: _Toc12486429][bookmark: _Toc12486513][bookmark: _Toc12491185][bookmark: _Toc12439220][bookmark: _Toc12440123][bookmark: _Toc12440196][bookmark: _Toc12447624][bookmark: _Toc12447696][bookmark: _Toc12447772][bookmark: _Toc12448075][bookmark: _Toc12448377][bookmark: _Toc12448449][bookmark: _Toc12448521][bookmark: _Toc12448594][bookmark: _Toc12449614][bookmark: _Toc12450157][bookmark: _Toc12451648][bookmark: _Toc12451924][bookmark: _Toc12454970][bookmark: _Toc12456843][bookmark: _Toc12456917][bookmark: _Toc12456991][bookmark: _Toc12457818][bookmark: _Toc12458213][bookmark: _Toc12478278][bookmark: _Toc12484882][bookmark: _Toc12486430][bookmark: _Toc12486514][bookmark: _Toc12491186][bookmark: _Toc12439221][bookmark: _Toc12440124][bookmark: _Toc12440197][bookmark: _Toc12447625][bookmark: _Toc12447697][bookmark: _Toc12447773][bookmark: _Toc12448076][bookmark: _Toc12448378][bookmark: _Toc12448450][bookmark: _Toc12448522][bookmark: _Toc12448595][bookmark: _Toc12449615][bookmark: _Toc12450158][bookmark: _Toc12451649][bookmark: _Toc12451925][bookmark: _Toc12454971][bookmark: _Toc12456844][bookmark: _Toc12456918][bookmark: _Toc12456992][bookmark: _Toc12457819][bookmark: _Toc12458214][bookmark: _Toc12478279][bookmark: _Toc12484883][bookmark: _Toc12486431][bookmark: _Toc12486515][bookmark: _Toc12491187][bookmark: _Toc12439222][bookmark: _Toc12440125][bookmark: _Toc12440198][bookmark: _Toc12447626][bookmark: _Toc12447698][bookmark: _Toc12447774][bookmark: _Toc12448077][bookmark: _Toc12448379][bookmark: _Toc12448451][bookmark: _Toc12448523][bookmark: _Toc12448596][bookmark: _Toc12449616][bookmark: _Toc12450159][bookmark: _Toc12451650][bookmark: _Toc12451926][bookmark: _Toc12454972][bookmark: _Toc12456845][bookmark: _Toc12456919][bookmark: _Toc12456993][bookmark: _Toc12457820][bookmark: _Toc12458215][bookmark: _Toc12478280][bookmark: _Toc12484884][bookmark: _Toc12486432][bookmark: _Toc12486516][bookmark: _Toc12491188][bookmark: _Toc12439223][bookmark: _Toc12440126][bookmark: _Toc12440199][bookmark: _Toc12447627][bookmark: _Toc12447699][bookmark: _Toc12447775][bookmark: _Toc12448078][bookmark: _Toc12448380][bookmark: _Toc12448452][bookmark: _Toc12448524][bookmark: _Toc12448597][bookmark: _Toc12449617][bookmark: _Toc12450160][bookmark: _Toc12451651][bookmark: _Toc12451927][bookmark: _Toc12454973][bookmark: _Toc12456846][bookmark: _Toc12456920][bookmark: _Toc12456994][bookmark: _Toc12457821][bookmark: _Toc12458216][bookmark: _Toc12478281][bookmark: _Toc12484885][bookmark: _Toc12486433][bookmark: _Toc12486517][bookmark: _Toc12491189][bookmark: _Toc12439224][bookmark: _Toc12440127][bookmark: _Toc12440200][bookmark: _Toc12447628][bookmark: _Toc12447700][bookmark: _Toc12447776][bookmark: _Toc12448079][bookmark: _Toc12448381][bookmark: _Toc12448453][bookmark: _Toc12448525][bookmark: _Toc12448598][bookmark: _Toc12449618][bookmark: _Toc12450161][bookmark: _Toc12451652][bookmark: _Toc12451928][bookmark: _Toc12454974][bookmark: _Toc12456847][bookmark: _Toc12456921][bookmark: _Toc12456995][bookmark: _Toc12457822][bookmark: _Toc12458217][bookmark: _Toc12478282][bookmark: _Toc12484886][bookmark: _Toc12486434][bookmark: _Toc12486518][bookmark: _Toc12491190][bookmark: _Toc12439225][bookmark: _Toc12440128][bookmark: _Toc12440201][bookmark: _Toc12447629][bookmark: _Toc12447701][bookmark: _Toc12447777][bookmark: _Toc12448080][bookmark: _Toc12448382][bookmark: _Toc12448454][bookmark: _Toc12448526][bookmark: _Toc12448599][bookmark: _Toc12449619][bookmark: _Toc12450162][bookmark: _Toc12451653][bookmark: _Toc12451929][bookmark: _Toc12454975][bookmark: _Toc12456848][bookmark: _Toc12456922][bookmark: _Toc12456996][bookmark: _Toc12457823][bookmark: _Toc12458218][bookmark: _Toc12478283][bookmark: _Toc12484887][bookmark: _Toc12486435][bookmark: _Toc12486519][bookmark: _Toc12491191][bookmark: _Toc12439226][bookmark: _Toc12440129][bookmark: _Toc12440202][bookmark: _Toc12447630][bookmark: _Toc12447702][bookmark: _Toc12447778][bookmark: _Toc12448081][bookmark: _Toc12448383][bookmark: _Toc12448455][bookmark: _Toc12448527][bookmark: _Toc12448600][bookmark: _Toc12449620][bookmark: _Toc12450163][bookmark: _Toc12451654][bookmark: _Toc12451930][bookmark: _Toc12454976][bookmark: _Toc12456849][bookmark: _Toc12456923][bookmark: _Toc12456997][bookmark: _Toc12457824][bookmark: _Toc12458219][bookmark: _Toc12478284][bookmark: _Toc12484888][bookmark: _Toc12486436][bookmark: _Toc12486520][bookmark: _Toc12491192][bookmark: _Toc12439227][bookmark: _Toc12440130][bookmark: _Toc12440203][bookmark: _Toc12447631][bookmark: _Toc12447703][bookmark: _Toc12447779][bookmark: _Toc12448082][bookmark: _Toc12448384][bookmark: _Toc12448456][bookmark: _Toc12448528][bookmark: _Toc12448601][bookmark: _Toc12449621][bookmark: _Toc12450164][bookmark: _Toc12451655][bookmark: _Toc12451931][bookmark: _Toc12454977][bookmark: _Toc12456850][bookmark: _Toc12456924][bookmark: _Toc12456998][bookmark: _Toc12457825][bookmark: _Toc12458220][bookmark: _Toc12478285][bookmark: _Toc12484889][bookmark: _Toc12486437][bookmark: _Toc12486521][bookmark: _Toc12491193][bookmark: _Toc12439228][bookmark: _Toc12440131][bookmark: _Toc12440204][bookmark: _Toc12447632][bookmark: _Toc12447704][bookmark: _Toc12447780][bookmark: _Toc12448083][bookmark: _Toc12448385][bookmark: _Toc12448457][bookmark: _Toc12448529][bookmark: _Toc12448602][bookmark: _Toc12449622][bookmark: _Toc12450165][bookmark: _Toc12451656][bookmark: _Toc12451932][bookmark: _Toc12454978][bookmark: _Toc12456851][bookmark: _Toc12456925][bookmark: _Toc12456999][bookmark: _Toc12457826][bookmark: _Toc12458221][bookmark: _Toc12478286][bookmark: _Toc12484890][bookmark: _Toc12486438][bookmark: _Toc12486522][bookmark: _Toc12491194][bookmark: _Toc12439229][bookmark: _Toc12440132][bookmark: _Toc12440205][bookmark: _Toc12447633][bookmark: _Toc12447705][bookmark: _Toc12447781][bookmark: _Toc12448084][bookmark: _Toc12448386][bookmark: _Toc12448458][bookmark: _Toc12448530][bookmark: _Toc12448603][bookmark: _Toc12449623][bookmark: _Toc12450166][bookmark: _Toc12451657][bookmark: _Toc12451933][bookmark: _Toc12454979][bookmark: _Toc12456852][bookmark: _Toc12456926][bookmark: _Toc12457000][bookmark: _Toc12457827][bookmark: _Toc12458222][bookmark: _Toc12478287][bookmark: _Toc12484891][bookmark: _Toc12486439][bookmark: _Toc12486523][bookmark: _Toc12491195][bookmark: _Toc12439230][bookmark: _Toc12440133][bookmark: _Toc12440206][bookmark: _Toc12447634][bookmark: _Toc12447706][bookmark: _Toc12447782][bookmark: _Toc12448085][bookmark: _Toc12448387][bookmark: _Toc12448459][bookmark: _Toc12448531][bookmark: _Toc12448604][bookmark: _Toc12449624][bookmark: _Toc12450167][bookmark: _Toc12451658][bookmark: _Toc12451934][bookmark: _Toc12454980][bookmark: _Toc12456853][bookmark: _Toc12456927][bookmark: _Toc12457001][bookmark: _Toc12457828][bookmark: _Toc12458223][bookmark: _Toc12478288][bookmark: _Toc12484892][bookmark: _Toc12486440][bookmark: _Toc12486524][bookmark: _Toc12491196][bookmark: _Toc12439231][bookmark: _Toc12440134][bookmark: _Toc12440207][bookmark: _Toc12447635][bookmark: _Toc12447707][bookmark: _Toc12447783][bookmark: _Toc12448086][bookmark: _Toc12448388][bookmark: _Toc12448460][bookmark: _Toc12448532][bookmark: _Toc12448605][bookmark: _Toc12449625][bookmark: _Toc12450168][bookmark: _Toc12451659][bookmark: _Toc12451935][bookmark: _Toc12454981][bookmark: _Toc12456854][bookmark: _Toc12456928][bookmark: _Toc12457002][bookmark: _Toc12457829][bookmark: _Toc12458224][bookmark: _Toc12478289][bookmark: _Toc12484893][bookmark: _Toc12486441][bookmark: _Toc12486525][bookmark: _Toc12491197][bookmark: _PROGRAM_DESCRIPTION_&]1. Program Description and Objectives
[bookmark: _Toc534384597]Executive Summary
[bookmark: _Program_Description][bookmark: _Toc128465699][bookmark: _Toc131492986][bookmark: _Hlk202776002]FNS requests applications for the Healthy Fluid Milk Incentives (HFMI) Cooperative Agreement Project for Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 to support project(s) to increase the purchase of fluid milk among low-income consumers participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by providing incentives at the point of purchase. In line with Secretary Rollins’ vision for USDA, the HFMI project both develops and implements modernized systems, as well as strengthens strategies to encourage healthy choices, healthy outcomes, and healthy families.

The total funding amount available for FNS to support this program in FY 2025 is $3,000,000, as provided by the Government agencies (State, local, territory, or tribal agencies) and non-profit organizations are eligible to apply for this funding. The anticipated period of performance for this project is from September 26, 2025, to September 30, 2028.  Please see Section 3. Eligibility Information, for more details. 
[bookmark: _Toc1459571322]Program Description
[bookmark: _Hlk202776237]The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) certifies low-income Americans to participate in the program and authorizes and monitors retailers to accept SNAP benefits for eligible food products. Currently, around 42 million low-income Americans receive SNAP benefits, and more than 250,000 retailers are authorized to accept SNAP benefits.

Section 4208 of the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-334), as amended, authorizes USDA, on a competitive basis, to enter cooperative agreements with governmental entities or nonprofit organizations to carry out Healthy Fluid Milk Incentives (HFMI) projects. The Full-Year Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 2025, (P.L. 119-4) provides $3,000,000 for HFMI for fiscal year (FY) 2025.
[bookmark: _Key_Objectives][bookmark: _Toc128465700][bookmark: _Toc131492987][bookmark: _Toc198537636][bookmark: _Toc206009186]Key Objectives
[bookmark: _Hlk202776315]The primary purpose of the HFMI project is to develop and test methods to increase the purchase and consumption of qualifying fluid milk by SNAP households by providing them an incentive at the point of purchase at authorized retailer locations. “Qualifying fluid milk” includes all varieties of pasteurized cow’s milk that (1) is without flavoring or sweeteners, (2) is consistent with the most recent dietary recommendations, (3) is packaged in liquid form, and (4) contains vitamins A and D at levels consistent with the Food and Drug Administration, State, and local standards for fluid milk. Additionally, through this project, FNS hopes to identify and further strengthen strategies to encourage healthy choices, healthy outcomes, and healthy families.

Below is a list of the Program Objectives. As noted in Section 4, within the “Activities/Indicators Tracker,” proposed activities should be clearly aligned to these objectives and their associated activities and indicators.

Note that if awarded, grantees will be required to report on progress towards activities aligned with the required objective(s) and must use the FNS-908 Performance Progress Report.

Application proposals must include all the objectives identified below. Proposals can contain more objectives. 


	# 
	Objective 

	1.
	Increase the purchase and consumption of qualifying fluid milk by SNAP households by providing a financial incentive at the point of purchase using Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) integration or automatic discounts.

	2.
	Partner with selected SNAP-authorized retailer(s) to operate the point of purchase incentive solution in compliance with all relevant SNAP regulations and requirements.

	3.
	Communicate and promote HFMI incentive availability and information to SNAP households.

	4.
	Provide training and technical support to participating SNAP-authorized retailer(s) in administering the incentives.	

	5.
	Facilitate participation in the HFMI evaluation through data collection and sharing.

	6.
	Provide education on the nutritional value of cow’s milk in accordance with the latest Dietary Guidelines for Americans and in relation to the availability of HFMI incentives at the participating locations.



[bookmark: _Toc169852212][bookmark: _Toc1606132154]Project Design
The awardee(s) and its team of partners, including retailers, and optionally other community partners, must develop and operate the projects to provide incentives for the purchase of fluid milk at the point of purchase.

Below are the required design parameters.

1. [bookmark: 1._Target_Foods][bookmark: _bookmark5]Target Foods

HFMI is intended to increase the purchase and consumption of healthy fluid milk by SNAP households. Qualifying fluid milk under HFMI is defined as all varieties of pasteurized cow’s milk, including lactose-free, that is:

· Without flavoring or sweeteners,
· Packaged in liquid form,
· Consistent with the Food and Drug Administration, State, and local standards for fluid milk Vitamin A and D levels, and
· Consistent with the most recent dietary recommendations.

2. [bookmark: 2._Incentive_Models][bookmark: _bookmark6]Incentive Models

Applicants must propose one of the following models in their proposal: 

MODEL 1 (Automatic Discount): 

Fluid milk for immediate point-of-purchase discount- 
SNAP households must purchase qualifying fluid milk as defined above using their SNAP benefits to receive an automatic discount or $X dollar -off incentive at the time of the qualifying purchase.

· An automatic discount incentive does not require a subsequent purchase for the discount to apply; it is applied immediately at the point-of-purchase.


MODEL 2 (EBT Integration):

Fluid milk for incentive that is delivered into the household’s EBT account -  SNAP households must purchase qualifying fluid milk as defined above using their SNAP benefits to receive a set amount or percentage of the qualifying purchase back into their EBT account (i.e. EBT integration) to be used on a subsequent shopping trip for the purchase of any SNAP eligible item at any SNAP-authorized store.

This model is based on the SNAP Electronic Healthy Incentives Project (eHIP)  project which allows the incentive amount to be redeemed subsequently in the same manner as any SNAP EBT transaction for any SNAP-eligible food. The SNAP eHIP is an FNS grant that was awarded in June 2023.

Applicants may also propose limiting the use of earned incentives for the purchase of additional healthy fluid milk or dairy food item if the applicant or applicant’s State partner has that capability.  

For Model 2, if the HFMI applicant is not a State agency that administers SNAP, then the applicant will need to partner with a State that has or is in the process of developing the EBT-integrated infrastructure to implement this model within the project’s period of operation. Due to current EBT system limitations, States that have already implemented EBT-integrated incentives and whose incentives are active will not be able to operate HFMI via EBT in parallel. Requirements for a letter of commitment demonstrating partnership with a State are outlined in number 8 below. 

Applicants must verify with selected partnering retailers, their third-party processor (TPP), and any additional partners, if applicable, that their proposed solution is viable and that the associated costs are acceptable prior to applying for this grant. 


MODEL 3 (ONLY IN SPECIAL CASES and in tandem with Model 1 or Model 2):

FNS may consider proposals with a coupon model if the applicant can prove that it is the most efficient or familiar method for the retailer and in the target community (e.g., proposed partnered retailers already operate a successful incentive model (e.g., GusNIP) in the community). However, such models need to be proposed in the RFA and may not be changed after project award. Moreover, this model cannot be the project’s main model and will only be considered in special cases. Therefore, the project’s main model must either be Model 1 (Automatic Discount) or Model 2 (EBT integration).


Alternative incentive models not specified in this solicitation will not be allowed. This is a requirement even if the retailer later determines that the proposed solution is not practicable. 

Incentives must be offered to every SNAP household shopping at the partnering retailer locations.

Applicants may propose to implement different models and/or discount levels at participating stores. If an applicant elects to implement different models and/or discount levels, proposals must include: 1) a justification; 2) confirmation from the retailer(s) confirming the feasibility of programing different incentive scenarios into their point of sale (POS) system; and 3) a management plan explaining how the grantee plans to manage communication and promotional activities for varying incentive models.


3. [bookmark: 3._Incentives_Amounts][bookmark: _bookmark7]Incentives Amounts
Applicants must indicate the following: 
· Whether the incentives will be a percentage-off discount, dollar-off discount, or a dollar-for-dollar match;
· The incentive dollar amount or percentage that will be discounted;
· The maximum incentive amount, if any, that a household may earn per transaction/day/week/month, etc.; 
· When the incentive will be available for redemption (i.e., immediately, next day, within 24 hours, etc.); and
· The expiration date for all non-automatic discount incentives. An expiration date is required for all non-automatic discount incentives and cannot be less than 30 days.

4. Site Selection
Proposed project site(s) may include State or sub-State areas, such as county, community, or group of contiguous communities, and/or Tribal Lands.

Priority will be given to applicants who target communities, listed under “FY25 Funding Priorities”, and project areas that have not yet been tested in prior HFMI initiatives.

5. [bookmark: 5._Retailer_Selection][bookmark: _bookmark9]Retailer Selection

Applicants must establish partnerships with SNAP-authorized retailers located in the project site(s) and must submit a letter of commitment from each partnering retailer as part of the application package.

Selected grantee(s) will be required to provide the retailer’s FNS authorization numbers in a secured format within two weeks of award. Applicants should confirm that selected partner firms are authorized.  

Ideally, project site(s) would include some combination of supermarket chains, independent retailer grocers of all sizes, and convenience stores. The SNAP-authorized retailer partners should offer a range of qualifying fluid milk.

Applicants must indicate the number of retailers they plan to partner with and provide a detailed justification that indicates and explains the likelihood that grant funds specifically designated for the incentive will likely be redeemed by SNAP households over the project period of operation at each retailer. The grantee must agree to make a good faith effort to partner with a sufficient number of retailer locations so that the estimated amount of incentives that will be redeemed is reasonable when compared to the grant funds specifically allocated for incentives.

Indicate if the selected retailers offer other incentives (e.g., fruits and vegetables incentives) and whether the other incentives are operating under a Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program (GusNIP) or an FNS-approved incentive waiver.

If a grantee wishes to add additional retailer banners and/or locations during the project period that were not included in the initial proposal, the grantee will be required to submit a written request to FNS, including justification, store name(s), addresses, and FNS numbers. If the grantee is partnering with a new retailer banner(s), the grantee will be required to attach a letter of commitment from each retailer banner.

Ineligible retailers: Retailers that are not eligible to participate in an incentive project under this grant include:
· SNAP-authorized retailers that do not typically sell qualifying foods to households, such as bakeries, or meat/seafood specialty stores.
· Wholesalers, restaurant, and meal services, such as drug/alcohol treatment programs, battered women’s shelters, communal dining facilities, group living arrangements, homeless meal providers, meal delivery services, and senior and other residential centers.

Funding System Software Upgrades for Retailers in Priority Target Areas: For the purpose of providing and/or redeeming HFMI incentives under this grant, including software changes that may be needed to print information about the incentive earned on the SNAP receipts, applicants may propose to use grant funds for system software upgrade costs for independent retailers that sell sufficient quantities of qualifying fluid milk and are located in Priority Target Areas, described in “FY25 Funding Priorities” (page 9). Using grants for the purchase of hardware for retailers, such as the POS devices themselves, is not allowed. See Part 4. “Budget”.   

6. [bookmark: 6._Incentive_Delivery_Mechanism][bookmark: _bookmark10]Incentive Delivery Mechanism

FNS is seeking applicants who, in collaboration with their partners, choose an incentive delivery method(s), that either places incentives into a SNAP household’s EBT account though integration with State EBT systems or provides households with an automatic discount at the point of purchase, as described under Part I.D- Project Design. 

Applicants must describe the incentive delivery method(s) in high-level detail, including any proposed system enhancements, as part of the proposal.

Retailers with integrated electronic cash register (IECR) systems that include scanners and -POS interfaces will need to reprogram their systems to identify targeted foods, calculate and transmit the value of the incentive, and print resulting incentive values on the SNAP EBT card receipt. Retailers using standalone (side-by-side) POS terminals will need to create and manually enter a separate subtotal of target foods based on visual identification so that this additional value can be captured. 

Incentives delivered through a retailer’s POS system for an automatic discount may require additional technical enhancements if the retailer’s system does not already have the capability. These retailers would be expected to keep records that provide the value of the incentive discounts provided. 

7. Household Earnings Information

Projects should include ways to provide each household with information on the incentive amount or discount earned and, if applicable, the remaining accumulated value of incentives, as well as the expiration date for unused incentives. 

Proposals for EBT integration projects must:
· Specify that incentives will be assigned a hierarchy level that maintains first in, first out redemption of benefits; 
· Specify that the Automated Response Unit (ARU) will report incentive transaction and balance information in the same manner as other transactions when the caller selects the options to listen to the list of the most recent transactions or to have a two-month statement mailed; and 
· Include, at a minimum, a message on the required printed receipt provided at the point of purchase for all SNAP purchases that indicates the Healthy Fluid Milk Incentive amount issued and the Expiration Date.

While not required for automatic discount models, ideally, proposals for automatic discount projects will include the amount of the discount printed on the required receipt for SNAP purchases. If proposing an automatic discount, please include the feasibility and/or any limitations for including this on the receipt for each partnering retailer. 

Technical assistance from FNS will be available to awardees on their projects as needed (if awarded).

8. Letters of Commitment

Applicants proposing the Automatic Discount model (MODEL 1 above), or coupon model (Model 3 above), must submit letters of commitment from:

1. Each retailer banner or location that will participate in the project.

At a minimum, the letters of commitment from retailer banners or locations must include the following as applicable to each partner:
· Confirmation that the proposed solution is viable and that costs are acceptable, including retailer costs associated with:
· Recognizing qualifying foods and totaling their value;
· Applying an automatic discount, if applicable; 
· Placing information about the incentive earned on the SNAP receipt, if applicable; and
· Meeting reporting and accounting requirements. 

· Confirmation that the selected retailer(s) systems can provide data that reflects SNAP EBT transactions separate from other EBT transactions (i.e., TANF, WIC, etc.) to meet the reporting and accounting requirements.

· A description explaining partnering retailers’ Third-Party Processor (TPP) provider, the type of POS system the retailer uses, and any changes that will made to the POS system, if applicable, and documentation that shows the retailer has discussed the needed changes and cost with their service providers. 
· Retailers with IECR systems: Confirmation that the selected retailer(s) can program their systems to offer incentives or the commitment to upgrade their systems to offer incentives using the proposed project design.

· Retailers with side-by-side POS terminals: Confirmation that the selected retailer(s) has 1) a process in place to identify qualifying milk purchases at the POS, and 2) a system to offer and track incentives using the proposed project design.

Applicants proposing the EBT integration model (MODEL 2 above) must submit letters of commitment from:

1. Each retailer banner or location that will participate in the project;
2. Each SNAP State agency where the project will operate (if applicant is not the SNAP State agency); and 
3. Each State’s EBT contractor for the proposed EBT system changes.

Letters of commitment for EBT integration models must also include confirmation from the applicable partner that the EBT and/or retailer system is able to: 
· Validate participating HFMI stores;
· Properly calculate and post incentives earned;
· Identify incentives separately from SNAP transactions in order to debit and post incentives, and for back-end accounting and tracking purposes;
· Transmit the information in the authorization request to the EBT system in a manner compliant with current ANSI message standard X9.58, modified as necessary to transmit HFMI data in a standard manner for all retailers participating in the project (this will require collaboration with FNS, participating integrated retailers and their TPPs, and standalone terminal providers);
· Generate appropriate approval messages to retailers;
· Print incentive values earned on EBT receipts;
· Apply a cap to the monthly amount of incentive that can be earned by any one household;
· Remove incentive amounts from the available balance after the expiration date.
· Ensure that households no longer in SNAP (i.e. no longer receiving monthly benefit allotments) cannot earn incentives.
· Continue to include checks for valid FNS authorization number, account number and PIN value, as well as determining that account status is active and that there are sufficient funds.
· Meet the reporting and accounting requirements.

9. Retailer Training and Technical Support Plan

Applicants must provide a plan for training cashiers and other on-site staff of participating firms on the mechanics, as well as the requirements and limitations of HFMI to ensure compliance. The proposal must also describe the process for addressing and resolving any technical, policy or operational issues that may arise at firm locations during the course of project implementation and ongoing operations and how that process will be communicated to participating firms.

A detailed description of the resolution process should include information on the organizations/partners responsible for such activities, including hours of availability, and expected response timeframes.

10. Communication/Outreach Promotion

Applicants must include a detailed plan for communicating information about and promoting HFMI incentives to SNAP households in their grant application.

The awardee must ensure the following is communicated to SNAP households:
· Availability of incentives and the conditions for receiving the incentives;
· Qualifying foods for which an incentive is offered, and the eligible foods that can be purchased with incentives;
· Location of participating retailers;
· Cap amounts (purchase/daily/weekly/monthly), if applicable, and how to track the amount of incentives earned;
· How to use the incentives earned, and locations of where earned incentives can be used;
· The expiration date of the incentives earned; and
· Where to get additional information.

Examples of State SNAP agency promotional activities include:
· Making HFMI promotional materials available at local SNAP offices;
· Allowing promotional videos to be played at local SNAP offices;
· Creating promotional materials for social media accounts; or
· Partnering with the State Agency to send promotional materials through direct mail to SNAP recipients in the participating retailer’s area. State Agencies may not provide outside entities with a list of SNAP recipients’ mailing addresses, even under a MOU.

11. [bookmark: 7._Automatic_Discount_Incentives_-_Nutri][bookmark: _bookmark11]Nutrition Education Component 

SNAP EBT integrated and automatic discount incentives apply to all SNAP households regardless of whether the SNAP client is aware of the HFMI program. As a way to more proactively create a behavioral change and increase the purchase and consumption of healthy milk, FNS is requiring a nutrition education component to bring more awareness to the HFMI program. Proposals should include a description of planned activities.

All proposals must note any planned partnerships or collaborations (e.g., increased collaboration with SNAP-implementing agencies and other stakeholder programming).

Data Collection and Evaluation

Given the limited funds available, FNS will conduct an outcome evaluation using data provided by the awardee. FNS will develop and monitor indicators of progress towards objectives by examining HFMI project activities in terms of (1) the project’s administrative costs, (2) the amount of incentives or discounts issued, and (3) sales of fluid milk, as described below. Data should be reported separately by retailer outlet (e.g., individual store/market locations). Awardees may not change the amount of the incentive or discount provided by an individual retailer outlet without FNS approval.

Awardees are required to have a Data Use Agreement with each firm that guarantees each firm will provide the following required data elements related to administrative costs:
· If additional funding other than the FNS grant is used to support this project, grantee must be able to separately identify and account for any SNAP funds used for the incentive program and for administrative costs; and
· Breakout of SNAP grant funding spent on administrative costs versus incentives to SNAP participants.

Data Use Agreements shall also guarantee that each firm will provide the following required data elements related to incentive issuance and sales, at a minimum:
· Amount of incentives issued to SNAP participants, in dollars and number of transactions;
· Sales of qualifying fluid milk by type, broken out by SNAP EBT and all other tenders[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  WIC EBT sales should be included with “other tenders”, distinguished from SNAP EBT sales.] 


See Attachment A for the required data template that will need to be submitted to FNS monthly. 

Sales completed with non-SNAP EBT tenders may be aggregated and do not need to be broken out by tender type. All data elements related to incentive issuance and sales shall be aggregated at the weekly level, with a week defined as Sunday to Saturday. Each week shall be presented as a row in a cumulative spreadsheet (see template attached). The updated spreadsheet shall be shared with FNS by the first Wednesday of each month. These submissions shall include any information on unusual circumstances affecting sales for any retailer (e.g., natural disaster, systems outage, broken dairy case, supply chain issues, special milk/ dairy promotion unrelated to this project, etc.) to explain unusual/ unexpected sales data. The submission shall specify which week(s) each circumstance occurred. Applicants may propose to provide other data elements, including but not limited to the number of unique SNAP participants earning incentives or discounts. If applicable, applicants shall describe the feasibility of collecting such data.

To assist FNS in examining the impact of the incentive program, awardees also will be required to obtain either (1) historical data from participating retailer outlets or (2) current data from comparison retailer outlets. Historical data refer to data from at least 3 months preceding incentive program implementation and include SNAP EBT and all other sales of fluid milk by type. Comparison retailer outlets refer to outlets that are similar to participating outlets in terms of SNAP EBT sales volume, geographic location, and other characteristics but are not themselves participating in the incentive program. Applicants shall propose a strategy for selecting and obtaining data for comparison retailer outlets.

Along with providing data for the outcome evaluation to FNS, the awardee shall conduct a process evaluation to understand implementation of the incentive program. Applicants shall propose an approach to evaluating store staff training, promotion and marketing activities, and other aspects of implementation. Any data collection activities that involve human subjects must be approved by the awardee’s Institutional Review Board. Time required to receive such approval shall be built into the proposed timeline.

Applicants should share the data template (see Attachment A) with retailers when seeking partnerships to ensure all parties are aware of the required fields. The requirement to sign the data template, only applies if an award is made to an applicant. Proposals should discuss any opportunities and challenges with the data collection requirements and how they will be addressed. Proposals should also describe any previous process evaluation experience with SNAP participants, food retailers, or nutrition incentive programs. The proposal should demonstrate the capacity and willingness to comply with the data collection and evaluation requirements. 

[bookmark: Proposed_Project_Enhancements][bookmark: _bookmark12]
Proposed Project Enhancements

In addition to meeting the basic requirements of this RFA, applicants may wish to include in their proposal enhancements that exceed the project requirements. Enhancements may be submitted in the application as long as these do not detract from or interfere with the goals, rigor, and integrity of the project or contradict project design requirements. Such enhancements may include but are not limited to: partnership with other entities which offer additional, or matching, funding, or nutrition education. Any enhancements should be presented separately from the core proposal in the application and should include an accompanying budget proposal that is separate from the core proposal budget. 

It should be noted that this section will not be scored; however, it will be factored into other scored sections as appropriate and could impact selection.

Key Timeframes

The period of performance for the FY 2025 SNAP HFMI Cooperative Agreement will not exceed 4 years. The awardee will be expected to launch the project in a fully operational form within 18 months of executing a signed cooperative agreement. During this 18-month period, the awardee will be expected to make and test all administrative and accounting systems adjustments to set HFMI up for operations. Once launched, the project operations may last for the remainder of the grant period of performance. The awardee will be responsible for collecting and reporting specified incentive issuance and redemption data during the entire project period on a monthly basis. 

First-time HFMI grantees will be required to participate in biweekly conference calls with FNS during the initial implementation. Thereafter, first-time grantees and any grantees who have received HFMI funding in the past, will be required to participate in conference calls as needed, to report on project progress/status to FNS. Formal progress and financial reports are due quarterly.
[bookmark: _Toc131492988][bookmark: _Toc1261580900]2. Federal Award Information
The following information is intended to provide applicants with information to help make informed decisions about proposal submissions.

· Total amount of funding expected to award: $3,000,000
· Anticipated number of awards: 1
· Minimum award amount (award floor): $1.00
· Maximum award amount (award ceiling): $3,000,000
· Anticipated award announcement date: September 2025
· Anticipated period of performance (start and end date of the award): September 2025 – March 31, 2028 
· Application due date: August 6, 2025


Please note:
· Grant awards are subject to the availability of funding and/or appropriations of funds and FNS reserves the right not to make awards. 

FNS reserves the right to use this solicitation and results of this competition to award additional grants in the next fiscal year should additional funds be made available. 
[bookmark: _Toc128465702][bookmark: _Toc131492989][bookmark: _Toc1569900960]Allowable Costs  
Funds provided under HFMI must primarily provide financial incentives at the POS to encourage SNAP recipients to purchase more fluid milk. As a result, the Agency will give priority to applicants who propose to spend at least 65% (with a minimum of 50%) of the total requested grant funds on incentives.

If an applicant proposes to integrate healthy fluid milk incentives into a State’s EBT systems that has or is currently in the process of implementing EBT integration for incentives, grant funds may be used to pay for EBT system software upgrades required to incorporate HFMI into the existing EBT processing systems. 

Funds may provide for necessary retailer system software changes or upgrades for independent partnering retailer(s) located in one of the targeted priority areas for the purpose of providing and/or redeeming HFMI incentive under this grant. 

Costs that are indirect in nature and included in entities’ indirect cost pool fall under the indirect cost rate.

Equipment and Supplies: Expenditures for equipment (i.e., items of personal property having a useful life of more than one year and a cost of $10,000 or more) are allowable expenses with prior approval by FNS. FNS reserves the right to approve/disapprove these expenditures based on needs as expressed by the proposed project. Supplies do not require a separate specific prior approval outside of the budget/proposal approval process.

Unallowable Costs  
Funds awarded under this grant may not be used for any purpose that limits the use of benefits provided under the Act. Similarly, funds awarded may not be used for the purpose of providing access to ineligible items under the Act. Examples include, but are not limited to, giveaways of alcohol, tobacco, firearms, and lottery tickets.

Under no circumstances may HFMI awardees engage in any activities intended to persuade or recruit individuals to apply for SNAP benefits. The use of Federal funds to employ personnel tasked with enrolling individuals in SNAP is strictly prohibited (no supplanting).

Promotional activities must be limited to factual statements and HFMI awardees must generally avoid emotional appeals in their promotional activities. Promotional activities funded with Federal and/or match funds:
· Must present factual statements intended to inform, not to persuade,
· May include locational information about firms (i.e., the address of firms participating in the grantee's project),
· May also specify that firms accept SNAP and EBT (this includes appropriate logo use as outlined here: Using the SNAP Logo, and
· May include information describing the mechanics of the grantee's project (e.g., spend $1 on milk and earn $1 to spend on other dairy products).

Regardless of format, the following example would be an unallowable expense:
"Sign up to receive SNAP benefits and then you can also get 50% off a gallon of milk at Main Street Grocers! Drinking milk will keep you and your family healthy and happy, so come on down on the corner of Maple and Elm Streets!"

The following example would be considered an allowable promotional expense: 
“Thanks to HFMI, when you use your SNAP benefits to purchase 1% or Skim milk at any of the retailers listed below, you will receive 50% off.”

Funds awarded under this grant may not be used for the purchase of hardware equipment, including POS devices, for partnering retailers.  All equipment costs require prior approval. 


Entertainment: Costs of entertainment, including amusement, diversion, and social activities and any associated costs are unallowable (such as mascot costumes, promotional items, etc.) unless there is a programmatic purpose and prior approval is granted by FNS.

A complete listing of selected items of costs is located at 2 CFR 200.420 – 200.476.

All costs proposed in the budget and detailed in the budget narrative must be allowable, reasonable, necessary, and allocable. Refer to 2 CFR Part 200 Subpart E – Cost Principles for a detailed description of all allowable and unallowable costs. 

Non-Supplantation
Grants must be used to supplement, not supplant, non-Federal funds that would otherwise be available for expenditure on incentive program activities. Grant funds must be used to fund new projects. They may not be used to replace State or local funds that would, in the absence of Federal aid, be available or forthcoming for incentive programs.

[bookmark: _Toc131492991][bookmark: _Toc469572209]3. Eligibility Information
[bookmark: _Toc128465705][bookmark: _Toc131492992][bookmark: _Toc1390457901]Eligible Applicants
Entities not meeting the eligibility definitions will be deemed ineligible and removed from competition without further consideration. The following are eligible entities, which are described in more detail below:
· Governmental entities (State, local, territory, or tribal agencies) 
· All non-profit organizations must include their 501(c)(3) determination letter issued by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 

A government entity is a State, local, territory, or tribal agency. A nonprofit entity is any organization or institution with IRS 501(c) status or accredited institutions of higher education, where no part of the net earnings benefit any private shareholder or individual. All applicant organizations must be domestic entities and shall be owned, operated, and located within the 50 United States, the District of Columbia, Guam, or the United States Virgin Islands. All applicants must demonstrate in their application that they are a domestic entity and either a government agency or a 501(c) non-profit organization. Each eligible applicant may only submit one application in response to this grant solicitation. Suspended or debarred organizations are ineligible to apply.
[bookmark: _Hlk169250006]
In addition, applicants must meet the following requirements: (1) have experience in: (i) efforts to reduce food insecurity in the community, including food distribution, improving access to services, or coordinating services and programs; or (ii) experience with SNAP; 
(2) demonstrated competency to implement a project, provide fiscal accountability, collect data, and prepare reports and other necessary documentation; and (3) possess a demonstrated willingness to share information with researchers, evaluators, practitioners, and other interested parties, including a plan for dissemination of results to stakeholders (see page 40).

Partners and Collaborators:  Applicants are encouraged to seek and create partnerships with public or private, non-profit or for-profit entities, and/or other appropriate professionals; community-based organizations; and local government entities; and/or partnering entities for the purposes of providing additional resources and strengthening under-resourced communities. Only the applicant must meet the requirements specified above for grant eligibility. Project partners and collaborators need not meet the eligibility requirements. Awardees may collaborate with organizations not eligible to apply for this grant, provided such organizations are necessary for the successful completion of the project. 

Note: In cases where an applicant is deemed nonresponsive for failing to submit required elements or documents associated with this RFA, they will be considered ineligible and removed from consideration. 

[bookmark: _Toc128465707][bookmark: _Toc131492994]IN ADDITION: Those applicants who fail to submit any required documents or forms will be deemed NONRESPONSIVE and therefore will be INELIGIBLE to participate in the competition and removed from further consideration.   

[bookmark: _Toc1682548061]Ineligible Applicants
· International (non-U.S. or non-U.S. territories) entities are not eligible to apply. 

[bookmark: _Toc2028339546]Cost Sharing or Matching Considerations
There are no cost sharing or matching requirements for this program. However, FNS supports collaboration among local, State, regional, or national partnerships that leverage assets to most effectively reach the goals associated with this solicitation. 

[bookmark: _Toc128465709][bookmark: _Toc131492996][bookmark: _Toc150104868]Pre-Award Screening Requirements
In reviewing applications in any discretionary grant competition, prior to making a Federal award, Federal awarding agencies, in accordance with 2 CFR 200.205, are required to review information available through any OMB-designated repositories of government-wide eligibility qualifications or financial integrity information. Additionally, Federal awarding agencies are required to have a framework in place for evaluating the risks posed by applicants before they receive Federal awards. The FNS review of risk posed by applicants will be based on the following:
· SAM.gov, the System for Award Management, the Official U.S. Government system that consolidated the capabilities of CCR/FedReg, ORCA, EPLS and FAPIIS
· FNS Risk Assessment Questionnaire (FNS-906)
· Applicants must complete the Grant Program Accounting System & Financial Capability Questionnaire that allows FNS to evaluate aspects of the applicant’s financial stability, quality of management systems, and history of performance, reports, and findings from audits. The questionnaire contains a number of questions that may be an indicator of potential risk. 

The evaluation of the information obtained from the designated systems and the risk assessment questionnaire may result in FNS imposing special conditions or additional oversight requirements that correspond to the degree of risk assessed.
[bookmark: _Toc128465710][bookmark: _Toc131492997][bookmark: _Toc2096111067]Acknowledgement of USDA Support
As outlined in 2 CFR 415.2, grant recipients shall include acknowledgement of USDA Food and Nutrition Service support on any publications written or published with grant support and, if feasible, on any publication reporting the results of, or describing, a grant-supported activity. Grant recipients may be asked to host USDA officials for a site visit during the course of their grant award. All costs associated with the site visit will be paid for by USDA and are not expected to be included in grant budgets.


[bookmark: _4._Application_and][bookmark: _Toc131492998][bookmark: _Toc1199601333]4. Application Content Information
[bookmark: _APPLICATION_AND_SUBMISSION][bookmark: _Content_and_Form][bookmark: _Toc128465712][bookmark: _Toc131492999][bookmark: _Toc861000101]Content and Form of Application Submission
FNS strongly encourages eligible applicants interested in applying to this program to adhere to the following applicant format. The proposed project plan should be presented on 8 ½” x 11” white paper with at least 1-inch margins on the top and bottom. All pages should be single-spaced in 12-point font. The project description with relevant information should be captured on no more than 35 pages, not including the cover sheet, table of content, resumes, letter(s) of commitment, endorsement letter(s), budget narrative(s), appendices, and required forms. All pages, excluding form pages must be numbered. 

[bookmark: _Toc128465713][bookmark: _Toc131493000][bookmark: _Toc1150662887]Special Instructions:
· Late application submission will not be considered in this competition. FNS will not consider additions or revisions to applications unless they are submitted via Grants.gov by the deadline. No additions or revisions will be accepted after the deadline.
· Letters of support must be submitted with the application through grants.gov. Letters submitted via email will not be considered.
· Applications submitted without the required supporting documents, forms, certification will not be considered.
· Applications missing a written proposal or budget narrative will not be considered and deemed nonresponsive and removed from further consideration.
· FNS reserves the right to request clarification on any application submitted in response to this solicitation.  
· Applications not submitted via Grants.gov will not be considered.
· If multiple application packages are submitted through Grants.gov by the same applicant in response to this solicitation, FNS will accept the latest application package successfully submitted. All other packages submitted by the applicant will be removed from this competition.

[bookmark: _Toc140071356][bookmark: _Toc721316675]Cooperative Agreement
This grant will be awarded in the form of a cooperative agreement. This agreement is a legal instrument reflecting a relationship between the Federal government and the awardee. Substantial involvement is expected between the Federal government and the awardee when carrying out the activity in the agreement. Cooperative agreements are subject to the same administrative requirements as grants.

[bookmark: Project_Roles_and_Responsibilities][bookmark: _bookmark15]Project Roles and Responsibilities

FNS will provide direction and technical assistance to the awardee. FNS will approve major aspects of the project in advance of implementation in a manner and timeframe agreed upon between the awardee and FNS. FNS will establish a funding mechanism consistent with the cooperative agreement and provide the awardee with detailed directions on claiming and accounting for HFMI funds. FNS will evaluate quarterly progress reports and financial reports to ensure objectives, terms, and conditions of the agreement are met. FNS will participate in periodic collaborative meetings with the awardee.

The awardee has overall responsibility for project planning, implementation, and operations in cooperation with retailers and other partners as designated by the awardee. FNS encourages consultation and partnering with SNAP-Ed agencies who have experience with participant training through teaching SNAP households how to make healthy meals and how to stretch their SNAP dollars. The awardee shall:

· Select/hire appropriately credentialed personnel to manage and operate the project;
· Delegate responsibilities to retailers and other partners as appropriate;
· Recruit and train retailers in all relevant aspects of HFMI and overseeing their activities to ensure project integrity and effectiveness, including:
· Amending the retailer’s point-of-sales service provider agreements, as needed, to support system and procedural changes at participating retailers;
· Developing a plan for the tracking and use of incentives that ensures project integrity;
· Developing Memoranda of Understanding with participating retailers that have the capability to identify HFMI target foods to ensure they understand their responsibilities and meet milestones of the HFMI management plan.
· Informing and educating SNAP recipients on HFMI incentives and how to use them;
· Collecting, recording, and reporting required data; and
· Providing necessary support, resources, and oversight.
· Train other partners, as applicable, on the requirements and limitations of HFMI to ensure compliance;
· Maintain records on project costs;
· Seek FNS approval at critical junctures and checkpoints after award, including management plan, budget plan, training plans, EBT contractor’s design and implementation plan (if applicable), and retailer accountability plans that are submitted in preliminary form in the application;
· Meet specific obligations and approval points that will be further delineated by FNS in terms of the cooperative agreement between FNS and the awardee;
· Submit timely progress reports, financial reports, data reports, and special reports during the project and a final progress report and a final financial report;
· Participate in periodic collaborative meetings during the project, as well as orientation and close-out meetings with FNS; and
· Account for HFMI funds separately from SNAP administrative funds (i.e., SNAP State Agencies), any other grant award funds, or funds provided by any other partner, and establish financial and management reporting and controls to ensure that HFMI funds are not commingled with other funding sources or used inappropriately. A separate and audits must be established and maintained for the expenditure of HFMI funds that clearly demonstrates they are solely used for HFMI purposes.

Retailers must develop and maintain EBT systems and other incentive procedures necessary to support HFMI, including check-out procedures to support HFMI, maintaining a list of foods eligible for the incentive (if applicable), as well as a list of target foods, and procedures for informing SNAP recipients of any incentive received at the point of purchase.

Other partners may be engaged to facilitate HFMI projects. Duties of such partners should be described clearly in the application.

To demonstrate that the applicant and its partners possess strong capability to work together to successfully carry out the obligations of this agreement in a timely, efficient, and effective manner, applicants must include in the proposal:
· A signed letter of commitment to work closely and cooperatively with FNS and its other partners in support of the grant objectives.
· Signed letters of commitment from each retailer banner or location that will participate in the project.


[bookmark: _Toc128465714][bookmark: _Toc131493001][bookmark: _Toc1587926483]Cover Sheet
The cover page should include, at a minimum:
· Applicant’s name and mailing address 
· Primary contact’s name, job title, mailing address, phone number and e-mail address
· Grant program title and subprogram title (if applicable)

[bookmark: _Toc128465715][bookmark: _Toc131493002][bookmark: _Toc751374976]Table of Contents
The Table of Contents should include relevant sections, subsections and associated page numbers.

[bookmark: _Toc128465716][bookmark: _Toc131493003][bookmark: _Toc779144047]Application Project Summary
The application should clearly describe the proposed project activities and anticipated outcomes that would result if the proposal were to be funded.

[bookmark: _Toc128465717][bookmark: _Toc131493004][bookmark: _Toc274734578]Project Narrative
The project narrative should clearly identify what the applicant is proposing and how it will address a solution, the expected results and/or benefits once the solution is achieved, and how it will meet the RFA program scope and objectives. The proposed project methodology should describe the project design, address program specific methodology needs, procedures, timetables, monitoring/oversight, and the organization’s project staffing. It should include any partnerships involved and the firms that will participate in the project.

Be sure to include information responsive to this section as a clear and discrete section of your proposal; do not reference other sections or charts located elsewhere in your proposal.

Incentive Design. Please include the following information in this section:
· The products eligible to be purchased to trigger receipt of incentives at the POS (See Part I.D.-Target Foods).
· The products eligible to be received at the point of incentive redemption (See Part I.D.-Target Foods).
· The incentive levels (e.g., ratio of SNAP spent to incentive earned; maximum incentive dollar amount that can be earned per day).
· The financial instrument used for incentive delivery (e.g., automatic discount or EBT).
· The method for reimbursing retailers for redeemed incentives.
· Any methods, if applicable, that will be used to track SNAP households’ project participation (e.g., a store loyalty card issued to each participant).
· Indicate if nutrition education or other interventions will be combined with the incentive.
· List where the project and sub-grantee projects will operate.

Project Site. Describe the community(ies) in which the project will operate in detail, including:
· Community characteristics, including a detailed description of the locality for the project; its boundaries, whether it is rural or urban, or located in a priority target zone, and any other relevant characteristics.
· Retailer characteristics, including store types and locations.

Priority Target Zones. In order to qualify for the FY 2025 Funding Priority described in Part I.C, applicants must specifically indicate the retailer’s location and indicate the method(s) used to identify the priority areas and describe how the partnering retailer(s) will target those identified communities.

Retailer Recruitment. Provide the firm names and street addresses. Include a justification for the number of selected retailers. Selected grantee(s) will be required to provide the FNS authorization numbers in a secured format within 2 weeks of award. FNS, SNAP office will remind the selected grantee(s) of this requirement via email and will also follow up with selected grantee (s). All applicants should confirm that selected partner firms are authorized though the retailer locator map. 

Communication/Incentive Promotion. Include a plan for notifying SNAP households in the project area about the HFMI incentives and describe any incentive promotion activities. After award, final communication/promotion plans will be submitted to FNS.

Outlines of Training Plans. Provide a general outline of separate customized plans to train SNAP participants, participating retailers and all partners who would be involved in the project. The plan should provide general timeframes for the training. After award, final training plans will be submitted to FNS.

Data Collection. Describe procedures and duties associated with data collection, including how partners will work with FNS to meet evaluation needs. Specifically:
· How the data elements described in Data Collection and Evaluation, will be collected;
· The entities/individuals involved in the data collection;
· Plans for obtaining test data files from retailers prior to start of implementation to ensure shared understanding of the data in each field.
· How quality assurance will be completed before submission of data files to FNS; and
· How work will be done with FNS to troubleshoot and resolve issues and refine procedures as needed.

[bookmark: ActivitiesIndicatorsTracker][bookmark: _Toc128465718][bookmark: _Toc131493005][bookmark: _Toc852722616]Activities/Indicators Tracker
Proposed Activities and indicators measuring success must be mapped to Program Objectives (as described in Section 1 – Program Description) in the below format (note that additional Activities/Indicators can be added as needed). While proposals can contain more objectives, each application proposal must include all the objectives listed under the subsection “Key Objectives,” within the section entitled “Purpose and Key Objectives” above.

Note: Indicators are defined as any metric you anticipate will be able to be tracked during the period of performance of the grant. Common examples include Number of People Attended, Number of People Impacted, Number of Conferences Delivered, Number of Materials Created, Number of Trainings, Number of People Trained. 

Example
	Objective #
	1. 

	Activity
	Provide automatic discount at the point of purchase for SNAP households purchasing qualifying milk at Retailer A

	Indicator(s)
	Number of Milk Sales

	Activity
	Measuring households’ nutrition knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors

	Indicator(s)
	Number of SNAP households impacted



	Objective #
	

	Activity
	

	Indicator(s)
	



	Objective #
	

	Activity
	

	Indicator(s)
	



[bookmark: _Toc128465719][bookmark: _Toc131493006][bookmark: _Toc355195258]Application Budget Narrative
[bookmark: _Toc128465720][bookmark: _Toc131493007]The budget narrative, formatted as a table, should correspond with the proposed project narrative and application budget. If the budget narrative is not formatted as a spreadsheet (e.g. Microsoft Excel), then it must be accompanied by a spreadsheet with all costs listed and which aligns to the categories on the SF-424. The narrative must justify and support the bona fide needs of the budget’s direct cost. The budget and budget narrative must be in line with the proposed project description. If the budget includes indirect costs, the applicant must provide a copy of its most recently approved Federal indirect cost rate agreement. Budget categories in this table must match those listed on the SF-424A form. If the budget table is created in a spreadsheet, it must be formatted to fit on an 8.5 x 11-inch page, with a font no smaller than 11-point Times New Roman. All funding requests must be in whole dollars. 

[bookmark: _Toc584406981]Indirect Cost Rate
  
A current Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA), negotiated with a cognizant Federal agency, should be used to charge indirect costs. Indirect costs may not exceed the negotiated rate. If a NICRA is used, the percentage and base should be indicated. If the applicant does not have a current Federal negotiated indirect cost rate (including provisional rate) they may elect to charge a de minimis rate of up to 15 percent of modified total direct costs (MTDC). In this instance, the applicant must indicate they are requesting the de minimis rate. An applicant may elect not to charge indirect costs and instead use all grant funds for direct costs. If indirect costs are not charged, the phrase “none requested” should be stated in the budget narrative. For questions related to the indirect cost rate, please work with the Grant Officer as noted in Section 7 of this RFA. 

[bookmark: _Hlk131502263]Note: Each organization is assigned to a single federal agency (by the Office of Management and Budget) that acts on behalf of all federal agencies in indirect cost rate negotiations and is referred to as the “cognizant agency.” 

[bookmark: _Toc128465721][bookmark: _Toc131493008][bookmark: _Toc695795439]Required Grant Application Forms 
The required grants.gov forms may be previewed at grants.gov/web/grants/forms/forms-repository.html. These forms are part of the grants.gov Workspace application.

· Non-Construction Grant Projects Forms: SF-424 Family
· Application and Instruction for Federal Assistance (SF-424)
· Budget Information and Instructions (SF-424A)
· Assurance-Non-Construction Programs (SF-424B)
· Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF LLL)
· Indicate on your form whether your organization intends to conduct lobbying activities. If you organization does not intend to lobby, write “Not Applicable” in boxes required to be completed.   
· FNS-906 (Grant Program Accounting System and Financial Capability Questionnaire) 
· AD-3030 – Representations Regarding Felony Conviction and Tax Delinquent Status for Corporate Applicants (fillable PDF in Grants.gov).  This document is only required if your organization is a corporation.  The form is located in the optional tab of the grants.gov application package.
· Additional Required Forms and Information
· Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number. Please see below for further information
· SAM registration. Please see below for further information.

[bookmark: bookmark32][bookmark: bookmark33][bookmark: _Submission_Date][bookmark: _Preparing_for_Electronic][bookmark: _How_to_Submit][bookmark: _5._Application_Review_1][bookmark: _Toc131493016][bookmark: _Toc648259915][bookmark: _APPLICATION_REVIEW_INFORMATION]5. Application Review Information
[bookmark: _Toc128465730][bookmark: _Toc131493017][bookmark: _Toc1228297537]Review Criteria
[bookmark: _Toc128465737][bookmark: _Toc131493024]FNS will pre-screen all applications to ensure the applicants are eligible entities. FNS will not approve any waivers from Program regulations for any projects submitted in response to this solicitation. 

The review committee will evaluate proposals against the criteria below. The project narrative sections include a point value to indicate the importance of each section; however, reviewers will be evaluating proposals based on all sections regardless of whether point values are provided.

Key Requirement for FY 2025 Applicants:  In line with Secretary Rollins’ priority of developing and implementing modernized systems, FNS is limiting proposals to project designs that will either 1) deliver HFMI incentives as an automatic discount at the point of purchase or 2) implement the project through integration with State EBT systems to automatically deposit earned HFMI incentives into a SNAP households EBT account (See Project Design and the scoring criteria). In special cases, FNS may consider proposals with an added coupon model (Model 3) if the applicant can prove that it is the most efficient or familiar method in the target community (e.g., proposed partnered retailers already operate a successful incentive model (e.g., GusNIP) in the community). However, this model can only be proposed in conjunction with Model 1 or Model 2. 


The following selection criteria will be used to evaluate applications for this RFA.
[bookmark: _Toc169852248][bookmark: _Toc1202863772]Project Design (35 points)
a. The proposal includes and describes the overall approach and the general strategies that will be used to provide incentives for the purchase and consumption of qualifying fluid milk by SNAP households, including but not limited a description of various incentive option(s) proposed and how each is intended to increase purchase and consumption of qualifying fluid milk; and
b. The proposal clearly outlines that the chosen project design(s) will either 1.) deliver HFMI incentives as an automatic discount at the point of purchase or 2) implement the project through integration with State (EBT) systems to automatically deposit earned HFMI incentives onto SNAP households EBT cards; and
c. The proposal clearly describes the point-of-purchase solution to be used to implement incentive program options, including but not limited to:
d. Any changes to systems or POS equipment necessary; and
e. A description of the formal agreement between the awardee and the retailer(s) that clearly describes the relationship between the two entities and the responsibilities and obligations of each.
f. The proposal describes the overall approach and the general techniques that will be used to support the training of retailer(s) and communication with SNAP households.
g. The proposal clearly describes reporting methodologies and timeframes for incentive tracking and risks and issues monitoring.

[bookmark: _Toc169852249][bookmark: _Toc267717061]Implementation and Monitoring (15 points)
a. The proposal includes a Work Breakdown Structure outlining the incentive options with at least three levels of tasks and providing sufficient description and definition to allow for tracking the completion of events, task duration, and interrelationships between tasks based on a logical and efficient sequence of tasks designed to accomplish the project.
b. The proposal should include a communication plan for communicating internally with FNS, and externally with retailers and project stakeholders.
c. The proposal should include sample report templates for summarizing the purchases of fluid milk.

[bookmark: _Toc169852250][bookmark: _Toc2095390814]Sustainability (10 points)
a. The proposal describes how the project can be replicated and scaled. 
[bookmark: _Toc169852251][bookmark: _Toc411359054]Budget Appropriateness and Economic Efficiency (25 points)
a. The proposal includes:
i. A line item budget in a spreadsheet format (e.g. Microsoft Excel);
ii. A narrative that demonstrates how funds will be spent, by whom and for what purpose. The narrative should provide enough detail for reviewers to easily understand how costs were determined and how they relate to the objectives of the project. There should be adequate justification for budget costs based on current industry costs/standards;
iii. A copy of the approved negotiated indirect cost rate agreement must be attached if indirect costs are shown as a budget expense to the project; and
iv. If applicable, the budget must show how the costs are going to be allocated for the proposed incentive options. It should demonstrate that this grant is only going to fund approved costs;
b. The proposal should be cost effective; it must demonstrate that the anticipated results are commensurate with the cost of the project;
· The Agency will give priority to applicants who propose to spend at least 65% (with a minimum of 50%) of the total requested grant funds on incentives.
c. Proposals that include hiring a consultant or contracting of work must provide the following information:
i. Consultant’s name and description of service;
ii. Itemized list of all direct costs and fees;
iii. Salaries must have the number of personnel including the position title;
iv. Specialty and specialized qualifications as appropriate to the salary;
v. Number of estimated hours times hourly wage;
vi. All expenses and fees directly related to the proposed services to be rendered to the project;
vii. Applications that are required to issue a bid should provide a narrative explaining the requirements and provide a reasonable estimate of Contractual and Consultant Costs.

NOTE: Proposal submissions that omit the required budget forms, budget narratives and/or line-item descriptions will not receive the full point value for this criterion.
Therefore, applicants should recognize that a well-written budget narrative that justifies the proposed project expenditures assists the reviewers during the review process.

[bookmark: _Toc169852252][bookmark: _Toc1129491327]Staff Capability and Management (15 points)
a. The proposal must clearly outline that the applicants: 
(1) have experience in: 
i. (i) efforts to reduce food insecurity in the community, including food distribution, improving access to services, or coordinating services and programs; or 
ii. (ii) experience with the SNAP program; 
(2) demonstrated competency to implement a project, provide fiscal accountability, collect data, and prepare reports and other necessary documentation; and 
(3) possess a demonstrated willingness to share information with researchers, evaluators, practitioners, and other interested parties, including a plan for dissemination of results to stakeholders.
b. The proposal identifies the project director/manager and other key staff. The proposal includes resumes that demonstrate that the proposed staff has the appropriate technical and experiential backgrounds for their proposed roles. If the applicant is unable to identify the project director/manager or key staff, it must include, in the application package, job descriptions for the positions that must be assigned. Applicants should address their contingency or back-up plans in the event of key staff departures.
c. The proposal outlines the amount of time and effort the project director or manager, key staff, and, if applicable, partnering organizations, will contribute to the project.
d. The proposal demonstrates that effective and consistent oversight by qualified project managers will be implemented throughout the project, and that effective communication will exist within the applicant’s organization.
e. The proposal includes an organization chart of the proposed project.
f. Applicants should address their contingency or back-up plans in the event of key staff departures.

Total Points Available (without Bonus Points): 100

[bookmark: _Toc169852253][bookmark: _Toc1240815320]FY25 Funding Priorities (Bonus Points) (up to 15 points)
[bookmark: _Toc376248157]FY2025 Agency Priorities
In line with Agency Priorities of the HFMI project since inception, and incorporating Secretary Rollins’ priorities to work more closely with farmers, for those applications submitted in response to this RFA, FNS will give priority to projects that : 
· partner directly with dairy farmers who sell qualifying fluid milk 
· and/or with farmers’ markets that sell qualifying fluid milk; and/or 
· target SNAP households likely to be highly food insecure communities such as: 
· Tribal Nations or surrounding tribal communities, 
· Rural communities, and/or 
· Persistent Poverty Counties; and/or 
· Low-income and Low-access census tracts. 

FNS will award a maximum of 15 bonus points to projects meeting Agency priorities (as described above and stipulated below in the scoring criteria). These bonus points will be added to the Evaluation Factors and Criteria score above for applicants who incorporate the specified target areas and/or partnerships below into their project design.

Target Partnerships and Communities (not to exceed 15 Bonus Points) 
Applicants who demonstrate one or more of the community priorities listed below (see bulleted list above) and/or partner with local farmers, which is in line with Secretary Rollins’ vision to create new opportunities to connect America’s farmers to nutrition assistance programs, will be awarded up to an additional 15 bonus points for incorporating the specified target partnerships and/or areas into the project design. 

Bonus Points will be evaluated based on the following criteria (applicants will either be awarded 0, 5, 10, or 15 total bonus points based on the level of meeting the criteria below): 
5 points
· Direct partnership with one dairy farmer who sells qualifying fluid milk, or with one farmers’ market that sells qualifying fluid milk (one total partnership). 
AND/OR
· Up to 50% of overall selected retailer locations target one or more of the priority communities;

10 points
· Direct partnership with one to two dairy farmers who sell qualifying fluid milk, and/or with one to two farmers’ markets that sell qualifying fluid milk (minimum of two partnerships, maximum of four partnerships). 
AND/OR
· More than 50%, but less than 75% of overall selected retailer locations target one or more of the priority communities

15 points
· Direct partnership with three or more dairy farmers who sell qualifying fluid milk, and/or with three or more farmers’ markets that sell qualifying fluid milk (minimum of three partnerships).  
· AND/OR
· Over 75% of overall selected retailer locations target one or more of the priority communities  


Total Points Available (with Bonus Points): 115
[bookmark: _Toc1257839015]Review and Selection Process
Following the initial screening process, FNS will assemble a panel group to review and determine the technical merits of each application. The panel will evaluate the proposals based on how well they address the required application components and array the applications from highest to lowest score. The panel members will recommend applications for consideration for a grant award based on the evaluation scoring. FNS may request information from the applicant not clearly addressed in their proposal. The Selecting Official reserves the right to accept the panel’s recommendation or to select an application for funding out of order to allow for or geographical representation. FNS reserves the right to use this solicitation and results of this competition to award additional grants in the next fiscal year should additional funds be made available. 

[bookmark: _Toc536981033]6. Application Submission Information
[bookmark: _Toc467358474]Submission Date
Complete grant applications must be uploaded to grants.gov by 11:59 PM EDT on the due date listed on the cover page (August 6, 2025).
· Applications must be submitted via grants.gov. Mailed, emailed, or hand-delivered application packages will not be accepted. For further instructions, see the “Preparing for Electronic Application Submission through Grants.gov” below.
· Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.
· FNS will not consider additions or revisions to applications unless they are submitted via grants.gov by the deadline. No additions or revisions will be accepted after the deadline.
· If multiple application packages are submitted through grants.gov by the same applicant in response to this solicitation, FNS will accept the latest application package successfully submitted. All other packages submitted by the applicant will be removed from this competition. 
· Those applicants who fail to submit any required documents or forms will be deemed NONRESPONSIVE, and therefore will be INELIGIBLE to participate in the competition and removed from further consideration.   

FNS strongly encourages applicants to begin the registration process at least four weeks before the due date and to submit applications to grants.gov at least one week before the deadline to allow time to troubleshoot any issues should they arise.  Please note that upon submission, grants.gov may send multiple confirmation notices. Applicants should ensure receipt of confirmation that the application was accepted. 

FNS will not accept applications outside of grants.gov. Applicants experiencing difficulty submitting applications through grants.gov should contact applicant support via the toll-free number 1-800-518-4726 and email at support@grants.gov. This service is available 24/7.
[bookmark: _Toc387410224]Preparing for Electronic Application Submission through Grants.gov
Applicants must register with grants.gov and SAM.gov in order to submit an application to FNS via grants.gov as required. 

In order to submit an application, you must:

1. Obtain a UEI number

What is a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)?
A UEI is a unique number assigned to all entities (public and private companies, individuals, institutions, or organizations) who register to do business with the federal government. For more information, visit the https://sam.gov/entity-registration

Note: Entities can register in SAM.gov and will be assigned their “SAM UEI.” For additional information on the UEI process, please visit SAM.gov.

2.	Register in the System for Award Management (SAM) 

· On April 4, 2022, the UEI used across the federal government changed from the DUNS number to the UEI (generated by SAM.gov). 
· SAM combines federal procurement systems and the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance into one system. Visit SAM.gov for additional information. 
· To register, you must have your organization’s UEI, the organization’s Tax ID Number (TIN), and taxpayer name (as it appears on the last tax return). It may take up to 5 to 7 business days or more to register and/or complete the migration of permissions and/or the renewal of an entity record.
· All applicants must have current SAM status at the time of application submission and throughout the duration of a Federal Award in accordance with 2 CFR Part 25.
· FNS strongly encourages applicants to begin this process at least 3 weeks before the due date of the grant solicitation. 

3. 	Create a Grants.gov Account
	
The next step in the registration process is to create an account with grants.gov. Applicants must know their organization’s Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) to complete this process. For more detailed instruction about creating a profile on grants.gov, visit grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/registration.html. 
[bookmark: _Toc977982518]How to Submit an Application via Grants.gov
Applicants must apply online using Workspace. Workspace is a shared, online environment where members of a grant team may simultaneously access and edit different web forms within an application. For each funding opportunity announcement or RFA, you can create individual instances of a workspace. 

For additional training resources, including video tutorials, visit grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/applicant-training.html. 

Applicant Support: Grants.gov provides applicants 24/7 support (except Federal holidays) via the toll-free number 1-800-518-4726 and email at support@grants.gov. If you are experiencing difficulties with your submission, it is best to contact grants.gov support and get a ticket number. The Support Center ticket number will assist the Center with tracking your issue.

For programmatic and financial-related questions regarding this specific grant opportunity, please contact the Grant Officer noted in Section 7 – Federal Awarding Agency Contacts of this RFA. 

NOTICE: Special Characters and Naming Conventions
All applicants must follow grants.gov guidance on file naming conventions. To avoid submission issues, please follow the guidance provided by grants.gov (per the grants.gov Frequently Asked Questions or FAQ).

Are there restrictions on file names for any attachment I include with my application package?
e.g., ! @ # $ % ^ & * - ‘). (_). For example, Attached_File.pdf.

If these guidelines for file names are not followed, your application will be rejected. FNS will not accept any application rejected from the grants.gov portal due to incorrect naming conventions. 

Additional information can be found at grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/applicant-faqs.html#attachments. 
[bookmark: _Toc1852845821]Grants.gov Receipt Requirements and Proof of Timely Submission
All applications must be received by 11:59 PM EST <<or EDT>> on the due date listed on the cover page, as detailed in Section 4 – Submission Date. Proof of timely submission is automatically recorded by grants.gov. An electronic date/time stamp is generated within the system when the application is successfully received by grants.gov. The applicant Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) will receive an acknowledgement of receipt and a tracking number (e.g., GRANTXXXXXXXX) from grants.gov with the successful transmission of their application. Applicant AORs will also receive the official date/time stamp and a grants.gov tracking number in an email serving as proof of their timely submission. 

When FNS successfully retrieves the application from grants.gov and acknowledges the download of submissions, grants.gov will provide an electronic acknowledgement of receipt of the application to the email address of the applicant with the AOR role. Again, proof of timely submission shall be the official date and time that grants.gov receives your application. Applications received by grants.gov after the established due date for the program will be considered late and will not be considered for FNS funding. 

Applicants using slow internet, such as dial-up connections, should be aware that transmission could take some time before grants.gov receives your application. Again, grants.gov will provide either an error or a successfully received transmission in the form of an email sent to the applicant with the AOR role. The grants.gov Support Center reports that some applicants end the transmission because they think that nothing is occurring during the transmission process. Please be patient and give the system time to process the application.
[bookmark: _Toc198539787][bookmark: _Toc198540292][bookmark: _Toc1139968216]File attachment names longer than approximately 50 characters can cause problems processing packages. Please limit file attachment names. Also, do not use any special characters (This includes periods (.) and spacing followed by a dash in the file. To separate words in naming a file, use underscore.
[bookmark: _Toc858041474]Funding Restrictions
Funds provided under HFMI must primarily provide financial incentives at the point of sale to encourage SNAP recipients to purchase more fluid milk. As a result, a minimum of 50% of total Federal grant funds must be budgeted to and spent on incentives.

If an applicant proposes to integrate healthy fluid milk incentives into a State’s EBT systems (i.e., EBT integration), then funds may provide for the integration of the issuance and redemption of SNAP incentives into existing EBT processing systems. 

Funds may only provide for necessary retailer system changes if the partnering retailer(s) is located in one of the targeted priority areas. 

Pre-award costs will not be permitted for this cooperative agreement. 


[bookmark: _Toc131493025][bookmark: _Toc974454202]7. Federal Award Administration Information
[bookmark: _Toc128465739][bookmark: _Toc131493026][bookmark: _Toc1160991256]Federal Award Notice
The Government is not obligated to make any award as a result of this RFA. Unless an applicant receives a signed award document with terms and conditions, any contact from a FNS Grants or Program Officer should not be considered as a notice of a grant award. No pre-award or pre-agreement costs incurred prior to the effective start date are allowed unless approved and stated on FNS’ signed award document (FNS-529). Only the recognized FNS authorized signature can bind the USDA, Food and Nutrition Service to the expenditure of funds related to an award’s approved budget.
[bookmark: _Toc128465740][bookmark: _Toc131493027][bookmark: _Toc1457696716]Administrative and National Policy Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc128465741][bookmark: _Toc131493028][bookmark: _Toc593259826]Confidentiality of an Application
When an application results in an award, it becomes a part of the record of FNS transactions, available to the public upon specific request. Information that the Secretary determines to be of a confidential, privileged, or proprietary nature will be held in confidence to the extent permitted by law. Therefore, any information that the applicant wishes to have considered as confidential, privileged, or proprietary should be clearly marked within the application. Any application that does not result in an award will be not released to the public. An application may be withdrawn at any time prior to the final action thereon.

Safeguarding Personally Identifiable Information
[bookmark: _Toc128465742][bookmark: _Toc131493029]“Personally identifiable information” means information that can be used to distinguish or trace an individual’s identity, either alone or when combined with other information that is linked or linkable to a specific individual (OMB Circular A-130, Managing Information as a Strategic Resource).

Applicants submitting applications in response to this RFA must recognize that confidentiality of PII and other sensitive data is of paramount importance to the USDA Food and Nutrition Service.  All federal and non-federal employees (e.g., contractors, affiliates, or partners) working for or on behalf of FNS are required to acknowledge understanding of their responsibilities and accountability for using and protecting PII in accordance with applicable law, regulation, and policy [e.g., the Privacy Act of 1974; Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Memorandum, M-17-12, Preparing for and Responding to a Breach of Personally Identifiable Information; OMB Circular A-130, Managing Information as a Strategic Resource (this is a non-exhaustive list of requirements in this area)].

By submitting an application in response to this RFA, applicants are assuring that all data exchanges conducted throughout the application submission and pre-award process (and during the performance of the grant, if awarded) will be conducted in a manner consistent with applicable Federal laws, regulations, and policies. By submitting a grant application, applicants agree to take all necessary steps to protect PII, including the following: (1) ensuring that PII and sensitive data developed, obtained or otherwise associated with UDSA FNS funded grants is securely transmitted; (2) ensuring that PII is not transmitted to unauthorized users, and that PII and other sensitive data is not submitted via email; (3) data is transmitted via FNS approved file sharing services or encrypted mobile media storage devices; and (4) ensuring that PII is encrypted and password protected both in transit and at rest. 

[bookmark: _Toc461281555]Conflict of Interest and Confidentiality of the Review Process
The agency requires all panel reviewers to sign a conflict of interest and confidentiality form to prevent any actual or perceived conflicts of interest that may affect the application review and evaluation process. Names of applicants, including States and tribal governments, submitting an application will be kept confidential, except to those involved in the review process, to the extent permitted by law. In addition, the identities of the reviewers will remain confidential throughout the entire process. Therefore, the names of the reviewers will not be released to applicants. 

[bookmark: _Toc128465743][bookmark: _Toc131493030][bookmark: _Toc2015852839]Administrative Regulations
Federal Tax Liabilities Restrictions
None of the funds made available by this or any other Act may be used to enter into a contract, memorandum of understanding, or cooperative agreement with, make a grant to, or provide a loan or loan guarantee to, any corporation that has any unpaid Federal tax liability that has been assessed, for which all judicial and administrative remedies have been exhausted or have lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely manner pursuant to an agreement with the authority responsible for collecting the tax liability, where the awarding agency is aware of the unpaid tax liability, unless a Federal agency has considered suspension or debarment of the corporation and has made a determination that this further action is not necessary to protect the interests of the Government. 

Felony Crime Conviction Restrictions
None of the funds made available by this or any other Act may be used to enter into a contract, memorandum of understanding, or cooperative agreement with, make a grant to, or provide a loan or loan guarantee to, any corporation that was convicted of a felony criminal violation under any Federal law within the preceding 24 months, where the awarding agency is aware of the conviction, unless a Federal agency has considered suspension or debarment of the corporation and has made a determination that this further action is not necessary to protect the interests of the Government.

Debarment and Suspension 2 CFR Part 180 and 2 CFR Part 417 
A recipient chosen for an award shall comply with the non-procurement debarment and suspension common rule implementing Executive Orders (E.O.) 12549 and 12689, “Debarment and Suspension,” codified at 2 CFR Part 180 and 2 CFR Part 417. This common rule restricts sub-awards and contracts with certain parties that are debarred, suspended or otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation in Federal assistance programs or activities. The approved grant recipient will be required to ensure that all sub-contractors and sub-grantees are neither excluded nor disqualified under the suspension and debarment rules prior to approving a sub-grant award by checking the System for Award Management (SAM) at SAM.gov.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Universal Identifier and Central Contractor Registration 2 CFR Part 25
Requirement for System for Award Management. Unless you are exempted from this requirement under 2 CFR 25.110, you as the recipient must maintain current information in the SAM. This includes information on your immediate and highest-level owner and subsidiaries, as well as on all of your predecessors that have been awarded a Federal contract or Federal financial assistance within the last three years, if applicable, until you submit the final financial report required under this Federal award or receive the final payment, whichever is later. This requires that you review and update the information at least annually after the initial registration, and more frequently if required by changes in your information or another Federal award term. 

Requirement for Unique Entity Identifier: If you are authorized to make subawards under this Federal award, you: 
· Must notify potential subrecipients that no entity (see definition in paragraph C of this award term) may receive a subaward from you until the entity has provided its Unique Entity Identifier to you. 
· May not make a subaward to an entity unless the entity has provided its Unique Entity Identifier to you. Subrecipients are not required to obtain an active SAM registration but must obtain a Unique Entity Identifier.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Reporting Sub-award and Executive Compensation Information 2 CFR Part 170
The Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA) of 2006 (Public Law 109–282), as amended by Section 6202 of Public Law 110–252, requires primary grantees of Federal grants and cooperative agreements to report information on sub-grantee obligations and executive compensation. FFATA promotes open government by enhancing the Federal Government’s accountability for its stewardship of public resources. This is accomplished by making Government information, particularly information on Federal spending, accessible to the general public. 

Primary grantees, including State agencies, are required to report actions taken on or after October 1, 2010, that obligates $30,000 or more in Federal grant funds to first- tier sub-grantees.  This information must be reported in the Government-wide FFATA Sub-Award Reporting System (FSRS), now part of  SAM.gov. In order to access FSRS a current SAM registration is required. A primary grantee and first-tier sub-grantees must also report total compensation for each of its five most-highly compensated executives. Every primary and first-tier grantee must obtain a UEI prior to being eligible to receive a grant or sub-grant award. Additional information will be provided to grant recipients upon award.

Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal Year 2009, Public Law 110-417 
Section 872 of this Act requires the development and maintenance of a Federal Government information system that contains specific information on the integrity and performance of covered Federal agency contractors and grantees. The Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS) is designed to address these requirements. FAPIIS contains integrity and performance information from the Contractor Performance Assessment Reporting System, information from SAM.gov, and suspension and debarment information from the SAM. FNS will review and consider any information about the applicant reflected in FAPIIS when making a judgment about whether an applicant is qualified to receive an award.

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requests
The Freedom of Information ACT (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, provides individuals with a right to access records in the possession of the Federal Government. The Government may withhold information pursuant to the nine exemptions and the three exclusions contained in the Act.  

Application packages submitted in response to this grant solicitation may be subject to FOIA by requests by interested parties. In response to these requests, FNS will comply with all applicable laws and regulations, including departmental regulations.

FNS will forward a Business Submitter Notice to the requested applicant’s point-of-contact.  Applicants will need to review requested materials and submit and submit any recommendations within 10 days from the date of FNS notification. FNS will redact Personally Identifiable Information (PII).

For additional information on the Freedom of Information (FOIA) process, please contact the FNS Freedom of Information Act officer at FOIA@usda.gov.

USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Privacy Policy 
The USDA Food and Nutrition Service does not collect any personal identifiable information without explicit consent. To view USDA’s Privacy Policy, visit: usda.gov/privacy-policy. 

[bookmark: _Toc128465744][bookmark: _Toc131493031][bookmark: _Toc872139229]Code of Federal Regulations and Other Government Requirements
This grant will be awarded and administered in accordance with the following regulations 2 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Subtitle A, Chapter II. Any Federal laws, regulations, or USDA directives released after this RFA is posted will be implemented as instructed.

Government-wide Regulations  
· 2 CFR Part 25: “Universal Identifier and System for Award Management” 
· 2 CFR Part 170: “Reporting Sub-award and Executive Compensation Information” 
· 2 CFR Part 175: “Award Term for Trafficking in Persons”
· 2 CFR Part 180: “OMB Guidelines to Agencies on Government-wide Debarment and Suspension (Non-Procurement)”
· 2 CFR Part 200: “Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards” 
· 2 CFR Part 400: USDA’s implementing regulation of 2 CFR Part 200 “Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards”
· 2 CFR Part 415: USDA “General Program Administrative Regulations”
· 2 CFR Part 416: USDA “General Program Administrative Regulations for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local Governments” 
· 2 CFR Part 417: USDA “Non-Procurement Debarment and Suspension”
· 2 CFR Part 418 USDA “New Restrictions on Lobbying
· 2 CFR Part 421: USDA “Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace (Financial Assistance)”
· 7 CRR Part 16: “Equal Opportunity for Religious Organizations”
· 41 U.S.C. Section 22 “Interest of Member of Congress”
· Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Public access to Federal Financial Assistance records shall not be limited, except when such records must be kept confidential and would have been excepted from disclosure pursuant to the “Freedom of Information” regulation (5 U.S.C. 552)

General Terms and Conditions (T&Cs) of FNS grant awards may be obtained electronically in advance of an award. For a copy of T&Cs, please contact the Grant Officer noted in the Agency Contacts  (Section 7 – Federal Awarding Agency Contacts of this RFA.
[bookmark: _Toc128465745][bookmark: _Toc131493032][bookmark: _Toc373348888]Reporting Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc128465746][bookmark: _Toc131493033][bookmark: _Toc1442231540]Financial Reports
The award recipient will be required to enter the SF-425 (Federal Financial Report) into the FNS Food Program Reporting System (FPRS) on a quarterly basis. In order to access FPRS, the grant recipient must obtain login.gov and USDA e-Authentication, verify their identity, and submit an FNS-674 form, which will be provided by the Grant Officer to access FPRS. A final Financial Status report is due 120 days after the termination date.  For additional information on FPRS, visit fprs.fns.usda.gov. 

[bookmark: _Toc128465747][bookmark: _Toc131493034][bookmark: _Toc234136427]Performance Progress Reports (PPR) 
Note: This section describes progress report requirements and introduces the FNS-908 PPR form. All RFAs are required to include the PPR form and all grantees are required to use the FNS-908 PPR form when submitting Progress Reports.

Grantees will be required to submit progress reports to FNS 30 days following the end of each quarterly using the FNS-908 PPR form that will be sent to grantees at the time of award or the initial orientation. The reports should cover the preceding period of activity. A final report identifying the accomplishments and results of the project will be due 120 days after the end date of the award. 

Final Progress Report. A final FNS-908 PPR identifying the accomplishments and results of the project will be due 120 days after the end date of the award.. This report will be composed of a short Executive Summary and the following:
· A project description including a concise summary of the major accomplishments, the difficulties encountered, and the solutions developed to resolve the difficulties; and
· A discussion of the project results and lessons learned.

The final report should be sent in the form of an attachment to the FNS-908, not to exceed 25 pages. 

Copies of any deliverables, media or publicity releases/articles and links to materials on websites also should be included or papers resulting from the grant should be attached to the final report. All products should include an acknowledgement of the source of funding. The Federal awarding agency reserves a royalty-free, non-exclusive, and irrevocable license to reproduce, publish or otherwise use, and to authorize others to use, for Federal Government purposes, the copyright in any work developed under a grant, sub-grant, or contract under a grant or sub-grant or any rights of copyright to which a grantee, sub-grantee, or a contractor purchases ownership with grant support.

Please note: The FNS-908 PPR form specific to this opportunity will be sent to grantees at the time of award or the initial orientation. Use of the FNS-908 PPR form for progress reports is required. Previous grantees that have not submitted reports timely may be evaluated as high risk. All activities reported on the FNS-908 must align with the required objective(s) from the “Key Objectives” Section above.

The recipient will be responsible for managing and monitoring the progress of the grant project activities and performance. The grant terms and conditions will indicate the reporting schedule for submitting project performance/progress reports to FNS. Any additional reporting
requirements will be identified in the award terms and conditions, including results of the grant project.

[bookmark: _7._Federal_Awarding][bookmark: _Toc131493035][bookmark: _Toc995585894]8. Federal Awarding Agency Contacts
For questions regarding this solicitation, please contact the Grant Officer.

[bookmark: _Hlk202786130]Carla Garcia
Grant Officer, Grants and Fiscal Policy Division
U.S. Department of Agriculture, FNS
Email: Carla.Garcia@usda.gov

[bookmark: _Toc131493036][bookmark: _Toc1363418387]9. Other Information
[bookmark: _Toc128465750][bookmark: _Toc131493037][bookmark: _Toc1135440424]Debriefing Requests
Non-selected applicants may request a debriefing to discuss the strengths and weakness of submitted proposals. This information may be useful when preparing future grant proposals. Additional information on debriefing requests will be forwarded to non-selected applicants. FNS reserves the right to provide this debriefing orally or in written format. 

[bookmark: _Toc131493038][bookmark: _Toc1541040844]Appendix
[bookmark: _Toc128465752][bookmark: _Toc131493039][bookmark: _Toc978617531]RFA Budget Narrative Checklist
FOR GRANT APPLICANT USE ONLY. DO NOT RETURN THIS FORM WITH THE APPLICATION.

This checklist will assist you in completing the budget narrative portion of the application.  Please review the checklist to ensure the items below are addressed in the budget narrative.   

NOTE: The budget and budget narrative, as well as forms SF-424 and SF-424A must be in line with the proposal project description (statement of work) bona fide need. FNS reserves the right to request information not clearly addressed.  All funding requests must be in whole dollars.

	ITEM
	YES
	NO

	Personnel
	
	

	Did you include all key employees paid for by this grant under this heading?
	
	

	Are employees of the applicant’s organization identified by name and position title?
	
	

	Did you reflect percentage of time the Project Director will devote to the project in full-time equivalents (FTE)?
	
	

	Fringe Benefits
	
	

	Did you include your organization’s fringe benefit amount along with the basis for the computation?
	
	

	Did you list the type of fringe benefits to be covered with Federal funds?
	
	

	Travel
	
	

	Are travel expenses itemized? For example origination/destination points, number and purpose of trips, number of staff traveling, mode of transportation and cost of each trip.
	
	

	Are the Attendee Objectives and travel justifications included in the narrative?
	
	

	Is the basis for the lodging estimates identified in the budget? For example, include excerpt from travel regulations.
	
	

	Equipment
	
	

	Is the need for the equipment justified in the narrative?
	
	

	Are the types of equipment, unit costs, and the number of items to be purchased listed in the budget?
	
	

	Is the basis for the cost per item or other basis of computation stated in the budget?
	
	

	Supplies
	
	

	Are the types of supplies, unit costs, and the number of items to be purchased reflected in the budget?
	
	

	Is the basis for the costs per item or other basis of computation stated?
	
	

	Contractual: (FNS reserves the right to request information on all contractual awards and associated costs after the contract is awarded.)
	
	

	Has the bona fide need been clearly identified in the project description to justify the cost for a contract or sub-grant expense(s) shown on the budget? 
	
	

	A justification for all Sole-source contracts must be provided in the budget narrative prior to approving this identified cost.

	
	

	Other
	
	

	Consultant Services – 
Has the bona fide need been clearly identified in the project description to justify the cost shown on the budget? The following information must be provided in the justification: description of service, the consultant’s name and an itemized list of all direct cost and fees, number of personnel including the position title (specialty and specialized qualifications as appropriate to the costs), number of estimated hours and hourly wages per hour, and all expenses and fees directly related to the proposed services to be rendered to the project.
	
	

	For all other line items listed under the “Other” heading – 
List all items to be covered within “Other” along with the methodology on how the applicant derived the costs to be charged to the program.
	
	

	Indirect Costs
	
	

	Has the applicant obtained a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA) from a cognizant Federal Agency? If yes, a copy of the most recent and signed negotiated rate agreement must be provided along with the application.
	
	

	2 CFR 200.14 (f) De minimis rate; Recipients and subrecipients that do not have a current Federal negotiated indirect cost rate (including provisional rate) may elect to charge a de minimis rate of up to 15 percent of modified total direct costs (MTDC). 
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FOR REFERENCE ONLY.
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[Program Management Information

1. Progress Summary

Provide summary of progress this reporting period, highlighting your greatest achievements and challenges to date in this reporting period. For challenges, how did you resolve or
overcome them? (Max 2000 characters):

T PersommeT nformation
a NumborarFTEs. L] b Were thero anychanges ey persomner? | Ve =

c Ifyes, please describe the changes in key personnel, including the individual leaving/joining the project as well as the name and contact information (email address, phone
number, and name of organization) of the individual. Note: This information does not serve as a formal request to approve the change in key personnel. This request must be
forwarded to the Grants Officer in a separate request (Max 2000 Characters):

3. Projected Amendments (Cost and No-Cost)
2. Number of amendments projecied this upcoming quarter? ||
b Do the proected amendments) require FNS approval? | Yes W]

. Please descibe the type of amendmentl(s) projected and justifcation for each. Note: Thi
must be forwarded to the Grants Officer in a separate request (Max 2000 characters:):

information does not serve as a formal request to approve amendments. This request

T ExpendituresPurchases:
2 Were there any siniicant expenditure or purchases, ncuding any coniracts enered during s reportng peiod?
b. If so, please describe (Max 2000 Characters):

5. Deviations (Changes this quarter outside of the agreed upon budget, timeline, or scope)
a. Have there been any deviations? | _Yes No| b Type []Budget [] Timeine [JScope [ Other
. Describe any deviation(s), including a justification and impacts to budgettimeiine (Max 2000 characters)

d. Please describe proposed activites to mitigate the impact of the deviation(s) (Max 2000 characters):
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Program Management Information (Continued)
6. Upcoming Activities and Anticipated Changes
a. Please describe activities planned for next quarter (Max 2000 Characters)

b.Do you anticipate any changes in your project timeline, actiites or cost?
. Ifyes, please explain the anticipated changes (Max 2000 Characters)

7 Final Reporting Summary (Final Reporting Period Only)
a.Are all goals and objectives completed at this time? Yes No

b. 110 to answer 7a, briefly describe the goals and objectives that were not completed and why they were not completed (Max 2000 Characters).

. Was the project budget suficient for meeting the project goals? Yes No
d. 1 no to answer 7c, briefly describe why the budget was insufficient for meeting the project goals (Max 2000 Characters):

8. Additional Comments (Max 2000 Characters)

Page3





image5.png
Instructions: Complete this section by adding all Activities and Indicators as fisted on your subitted proposal for each listed objective. For each reporting period, update these Activiies!
Indicators with the most up to date information. Note: Objectives wil be added by FNS and should not be altered. Additonaly, note that indicator values vary by Indicator Type selected.
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