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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the U.S. Geological Survey’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.
	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	G17AS00003

	Project Title
	Developing Native Plant Materials for Restoring Disturbed Desert Shrublands

	Recipient
	Chicago Botanic Garden, Conservation and Land Management Internship

	Principal Investigator / Program Manager
	Lesley DeFalco, Research Plant Ecologist

	Anticipated Federal Amount
	$33,000.00

	Cost Share
	No

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$22,000.00 / $11,000 = $33,000.00

	New Award or Continuation?
	Continuation

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	02/06/2017 – 12/31/2017

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	CFDA # and Title
	15.808 Research & Data Collection

	USGS Point of Contact
	Charlan Cabalsi / ccabalsi@usgs.gov


OVERVIEW

This agreement is established to facilitate general cooperation between US Geological Survey (USGS) and the Chicago Botanic Garden (CBG) for a review of published and unpublished data for developing a priority list of native species used in desert restoration (Sonoran Basin and Range Ecoregion) and for refining the current priority species list for the Mojave Desert Ecoregion.

The proposed project expands a multi-agency effort to develop native plant materials that can be used in re-vegetation of degraded desert shrublands to enhance wildlife habitats. This Scope of Work describes two objectives: 1) refine the current BLM priority species list for the Mojave Desert so that it includes species important for native pollinators, and 2) develop a priority species list for the Sonoran Desert Basin and Range based on analysis of important plants for sensitive wildlife, promoting pollinator habitat, and for promoting ecosystem resilience under future climate change. This ecoregional strategy of prioritizing native plant species important to ecological restoration complements the current multi-agency effort in the Mojave Desert of southern California, Utah, Nevada, and northwestern Arizona, and it focuses on addressing the National Strategy to include diverse pollinator populations and a variety of native plant species (usually flowering forbs or shrubs) that provide nectar and pollen throughout the growing season in the Mojave and the Sonoran Basin and Range ecoregions. Through coordination with BLM and other partners, USGS will transfer research findings on priority native species, and share information with native plant materials development experts for commercial production and seed increase of native species for restoration projects.

Involvement:

CBG Involvement:

CBG will provide draft versions of priority species list and rationale supporting their inclusion into the final report that will be presented by USGS to the BLM.

CBG will provide USGS with electronic copies of published and unpublished literature and spatial files used as reference material under this agreement.

Substantial Federal Involvement:
Substantial federal involvement is expected and, thus, the use of a cooperative agreement is appropriate. The USGS Technical Liaison will collaborate closely with CBG on this project. 

There will be substantial U.S. Geological Survey involvement in this Technical and Professional development program in the following areas:

The project will be carried out in close partnership with USGS researchers during development and refinement of priority plant species lists for the Mojave Desert Ecoregion and the Sonoran Basin and Range Ecoregion. The recipient will be integral in researching published and unpublished information for developing priority species lists for native plant materials development in the Mojave and Sonoran deserts. The recipient will incorporate species collected for the Seeds of Success Program, guidelines of the National Seed Strategy for Restoration and Rehabilitation and the National Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other Pollinators, and information obtained from an ongoing USGS project seeking to identify perennial plant species and/or ecotypes suitable for seed propagation and use in large-scale restoration projects. The USGS will provide computer and library access, technical support, and scientific guidance. Together the USGS and recipient will develop and refine priority species lists. Data and information collected during the project will be the property of USGS but may be disseminated via a variety of means, including graduate student theses, USGS series reports, and scientific publications that are jointly authored by USGS, BLM, and recipient scientists. Sharing and dissemination of data will follow USGS guidelines for data management and peer review, and will be done in a collaborative manner that benefits USGS, BLM, and the recipient. The recipient is expected to hire a trained and qualified biological technician to conduct the literature reviews and draft species list development.

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.
(6) Cooperative Agreements - USGS Unique Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 36d (Federal, State, and academic partners) or DOI Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 1457b (not-for-profit organizations).



USGS did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

Single Source Justification Description:

Cooperative Agreements:

CHAPTER 2 - DOI Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 36d & c (Federal, State, and academic partners)
Notwithstanding the provisions of the Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977 (31U.S.C. 6301–6308), the United States Geological Survey is authorized to continue existing, and on and after November 10, 2003, to enter into new cooperative agreements directed towards a particular cooperator, in support of joint research and data collection activities with Federal, State, and academic partners funded by appropriations herein, including those that provide for space in cooperator facilities.

(Pub. L. 108–108, title I, Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 1254.)
Unique Qualifications – The Chicago Botanic Gardens (CBG) is uniquely qualified due to their ability to provide conservation land management interns (recent graduates) with specific botanical expertise to 

partner agencies. Botanical expertise is vital to the successful completion of the above-mentioned studies. CBG conservation land management interns are provided opportunities to participate in the research and monitoring activities conducted by the partner agencies for the conservation and management of natural resources, hazards, ecosystems, and public activities. The assistance purpose of this project will provide Botanical Interns with the opportunity to work side by side with scientists and technical experts.
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