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1. Who may apply for these funds?
2. What activities are eligible for these funds?
3. What will the grant period be for these awards?
4. The RFP refers to two different submission packages. What is the difference?

5. What do we need to include in the application package?
6. Where do we send the application package?
7. What will we need to include in the obligation package?  

8. What if my agency received FY2010 or FY2011 Competitive SWG funds?

1. Who may apply for these funds?

State wildlife agencies in Service regions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 may apply for these funds, and there must be only one grant submission per state. While other state agencies and organizations are involved with bat conservation, this grant program needs to be limited for many reasons, including: 1) wildlife agencies are typically the primary entity on the WNS front lines with providing staff in the field and responding to the public, and 2) wildlife agencies are already well established with Service WSFR grant submission and administrative processes.  That said, if a state wildlife agency identifies their priority need is to pass the funds to another entity, the state wildlife agency must apply for the funds and then do so through contracting. 

2. What activities are eligible for these funds?

There are many activities that are eligible for these funds as long as state wildlife agencies justify the activities meet WNS priority needs.  These priority needs include: trying to control the spread of WNS, monitoring populations, conducting surveillance for WNS, outreach, response plan development, administrative support, and travel. Each of these needs involve different activities. The first, trying to control the spread of WNS, may involve field assistance in identification/ testing/ delivering containment strategies, gate installation, and implementation of national decontamination protocols.  Population monitoring may include hibernacula surveys, sampling through mist-netting, banding, acoustics, video, and public reporting. Surveillance for WNS may include collecting specimens for disease confirmation or samples such as tissue (genetics, pathology, etc.) and /or environmental samples to support already funded research.  This grant cannot be used to research or develop new surveillance or diagnostic techniques.  Administrative support and response plan development may involve attending meetings or building a database. Travel may include attendance at your regional bat working group meeting and/or the National WNS Symposium.  All activities may require hiring additional staff or contractors, as well as purchase of supplies and equipment. Note: this grant program is not intended to fund new research projects; there are separate funds for that. This grant is intended to support state agency capacity for WNS activities, which may include field support of ongoing, funded research.
3. What will the grant period be for these awards?

The grant period for these awards will be up to one full year, starting when the final obligation package is received by the appropriate regional office (between July 1 and July 29, 2013).
4. The RFP refers to two different submission packages. What is the difference?

The first submittal is your application proposal for the competitive selection process (see FAQs 5 & 6) while the second is a complete proposal package for the fiscal obligation of the awarded funds (see FAQ 7). Details are below for what each must contain, where they must be sent, and when the deadlines are.

5. What do we need to include in the application package?

This package should include a SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance, a proposal narrative that should not exceed ten pages. The proposal narrative should include a statement of need, a description of proposed funded activities and purchases, and associated budget. The statement of need should be state-specific and must include: estimated numbers of potentially affected cave bat species, populations, and hibernacula in the state; current state agency staffing and funding levels to address WNS; and status of management plans for the state agency to address WNS.  The description of proposed activities and purchases (e.g., equipment/supplies) should tie to the need, the budget, and show a plan for completion.  It should also be prioritized in case partial awarding of requests is necessary. A letter of support from the appropriate Service’s Ecological Services Field Office is strongly recommended, and required if federally listed species may be involved. 
6. Where do we send the application package?

We strongly encourage electronic submission through Grants.gov. Applications will be accepted until 11:59 PM EDT on Friday, May 24, 2013. If the applicant can not submit through Grants.gov, submissions will be accepted via email or paper submissions sent to the Region 5 Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program by May 24, 2013, 4:30 PM EDT. The addresses for these submissions are: Email of a single .pdf document must be sent to FW5FAReports@fws.gov, and  regular mail of paper hard-copy (with CD of .pdf document) must be addressed Attn: Alison Whitlock, Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 300 Westgate Center Drive, Hadley, MA 01035. 
7. What will we need to include in the obligation package?  
Once awards are determined (by a committee of Service regional WNS coordinators), each regional office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will send a letter to their respective state agencies with the details of the award and instructions for obligation of the grant award. It is anticipated this announcement will be made no later than July 1, 2013.  States will then have up to one month (July 29, 2013) to submit any additional documents for their obligating grant package (to their respective Service regional office).  Additional documents may include a signed AFA, the narrative and budget, and full compliance documentation. The budget (as reflected in the AFA) will be the same as in the proposal application if a full award is granted; it will need to be revised if a partial award is granted. Likewise, the narrative may need modification if a partial award is granted or if more details are needed to fulfill compliance requirements. The Service regional offices will work directly with their state agencies to ensure complete final packages are received by July 29, 2013.  Contact your regional WSFR lead (see contact information table on RFP) for any questions on this step.
8. What if my agency received FY 2011 Competitive SWG funds?

If your agency was awarded funds through the FY2011 Competitive SWG program, you are still eligible to apply for this new funding source although you may not substitute these funds for those you committed to in either of those awards. In your proposal Statement of Need, identify your agency’s participation in the competitive SWG process and summarize the proposed activities and budget remaining to be conducted and spent. (Do not submit the entire competitive SWG proposal package.) Identify activities and costs beyond those already awarded in the competitive SWG proposal, and provide justification for that additional need.
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