	
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
U.S Embassy Kigali
Notice of Funding Opportunity: Statement of Interest

Funding Opportunity Title:  Ambassador’s Special Self-Help Fund (ASSHF) 	
Funding Opportunity Number:  DOS-RWANDA-PE-2023-01	
Deadline for Applications:  May 8, 2023		
CFDA Number:  19.220			
Total Amount Available:  Dependent on the availability of funds		

A. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The U.S Embassy Kigali of the U.S. Department of State announces an open competition for organizations to submit a statement of interest (SOI) to carry out a program (or programs) to support their local communities.  Please carefully follow all instructions below.

The submission of the SOI is the first step in a two-step process.  Applicants must first submit a concise two-page statement of interest designed to clearly communicate program idea and objectives.  This is not a full proposal.  The purpose of the SOI process is to allow applicants to submit program ideas for evaluation prior to requiring the development of a full proposal application.  Upon a merit review of eligible SOIs, selected applicants will be invited to expand on their program idea(s) by submitting a full proposal application.  Full proposals will go through a second merit review before final funding decision(s) are made.  The embassy will not consider SOIs exceeding the two-page limit.  The deadline for SOI submission is May 8, 2023, at midnight Central Africa Time.

This year U.S. Embassy Kigali is seeking applications for projects which will improve basic economic and social conditions at the grassroots level.  Proposed projects to be implemented in Nyamagabe, Nyaruguru, Nyamasheke, and Gisagara districts are particularly encouraged.  Projects must support high-impact activities that benefit many people and involve local contribution in cash, labor, and/or material.  A successful project must have local support and be within the ability of the local community to operate and maintain.  

Participants and Audiences:
This grant opportunity is open only to cooperatives that are registered with the Rwanda Cooperative Agency or non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  Please see eligibility information below in section C for more details. 

B. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION

	Length of performance period
	12 months

	Number of awards anticipated
	Approximately 3-5 awards (dependent on amounts and availability of funds)

	Award amounts
	Awards may range from a minimum of $1,000 to a maximum of $15,000

	Type of Funding
	FY 22/23 Economic Support Funds under the Foreign Assistance Act

	Anticipated program start date
	September 30, 2022



This notice is subject to availability of funding.

Funding Instrument Type:  Grant, Fixed Amount Award (FAA), or Cooperative agreement.  
  
Program Performance Period:  Proposed programs should be completed in 12 or less months. 

 C. ELIGILIBITY INFORMATION

Eligible Applicants

Organizations selected from the SOI and invited to submit a full proposal must also meet these eligibility criteria:
· Cooperatives registered with the Rwanda Cooperative Agency or
· Nongovernmental organizations registered with the Rwanda Governance Board (RGB).
· If a nongovernmental organization is not registered, it still can be considered if it submits a justification describing why it is not yet registered and submit proof of its association (bylaws, articles of association, or similar) and proof of its active attempts to register.

Cost Sharing or Matching

Cost sharing or matching is not required and will not be evaluated during the merit review.  However, projects must be organized and led by the community, and the community must contribute to the project via funds, sweat equity (labor), or volunteered time.

Other Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible to receive an award, all organizations must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number issued via www.SAM.gov as well as a valid registration on www.SAM.gov. Please see Section E.4 for more information.

Applicants are only allowed to submit one proposal per organization.  If more than one proposal is submitted from an organization, all proposals from that institution will be considered ineligible for funding.

D. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Content and Form of Application Submission 

Please follow all instructions below carefully.  SOIs that do not meet the requirements of this announcement or fail to comply with the stated requirements will be ineligible.

Statement of Interest (no longer than two pages in length) and should include the following:
· Name, address, and point of contact of local cooperative or organization responsible for implementation and management of the project funds.
· Brief description of the local organization demonstrating ability to carry out the project and manage U.S. government funds.
· Problem Statement:  A clear, concise, and well-supported statement of the problem to be addressed and why the proposed program is needed.
· Program Goals and Objectives:  The “goals” describe what the program is intended to achieve.  The “objectives” refer to the intermediate accomplishments on the way to the goals.  These should be achievable and measurable.
· Project Activities:  A description of the program activities and how they will help achieve the objectives. 
· Number and description of beneficiaries.
· Target project location.  Projects to be implemented in Nyamagabe, Nyaruguru, Nyamasheke, and Gisagara districts are particularly encouraged.
· Project Budget (major expenditures only). 

Documents must be fully in English.
The anticipated total budget amount must be in U.S. dollars. 

Submission Dates and Times:

SOIs are due no later than May 8, 2023.

Funding Restrictions:

Award funds cannot be used for project administration or operating costs of self-help activities. 

Other Submission Requirements:

All application materials must be submitted by email to Kigaliasgp@state.gov.

E. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

Criteria

Each SOI will be evaluated and rated based on the evaluation criteria outlined below: 

Quality of Program Idea – 50 points:  The SOI is responsive to Ambassador SSH program goals.  The problem statement and idea are communicated well, and the project is feasible.  
 
Organizational Capacity and Record on Previous Grants – 15 points:  The SOI should demonstrate the organization’s ability to implement the described project and demonstrated previous experience in administering programs.  

Program Planning/Ability to Achieve Objectives – 35 points:  The SOI should clearly articulate proposed program activities and expected results towards achieving program objectives and goal(s).

Review and Selection Process:

A Grants Review Committee will evaluate all eligible SOIs.  All eligible SOIs will be reviewed against the criteria listed above.  SOIs are reviewed individually against the criteria and not against competing SOIs.   

Following the review, successful SOI applicants will be contacted and instructed to submit full applications.  A full application will include:

· SF-424 (Application for Federal Assistance – organizations) or SF-424-I (Application for Federal Assistance --individuals) 
· SF424A (Budget Information for Non-Construction programs) 
· SF424B (Assurances for Non-Construction programs) for individual or organization exempted from registering in SAM.
· Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and System for Award Management (SAM.gov)  

Required Registrations:

All organizations, whether based in the United States or in another country, must have a UEI and an active registration with the SAM.gov.  A UEI is one of the data elements mandated by Public Law 109-282, the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA), for all Federal awards.
The 2 CFR 200 requires that sub-grantees obtain a UEI number.  Please note the UEI for sub-grantees is not required at the time of application but will be required before an award is processed and/or directed to a sub-grantee. 
Note:  The process of obtaining or renewing a SAM.gov registration may take anywhere from 4-8 weeks.  Please begin your registration as early as possible.

Please note that as of November 2022 and February 2022 respectively, organizations based outside of the United States that do not intend to apply for U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) awards are no longer required to have a NATO Commercial and Government Entity (NCAGE) code or CAGE code to apply for non-DoD foreign assistance funding opportunities.  

Organizations based outside of the United States and that DO NOT plan to do business with the DoD should follow the below instructions: 

Proceed to SAM.gov to obtain a UEI and complete the SAM.gov registration process. SAM.gov registration must be renewed annually. 

Organizations based outside of the United States and that DO plan to do business with the DoD in addition to Department of State should follow the below instructions:

Apply for an NCAGE code by following the instructions on the NSPA NATO website linked below:  
 
NCAGE Homepage: 
https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/sc/CageList.aspx  
NCAGE Code Request Tool (NCRT):  

Exemptions
An exemption from the UEI and sam.gov registration requirements may be permitted on a case-by-case basis if:
An applicant’s identity must be protected due to potential endangerment of their mission, their organization’s status, their employees, or individuals being served by the applicant.
For an applicant, if the Federal awarding agency makes a determination that there are exigent circumstances that prohibit the applicant from receiving a unique entity identifier and completing SAM registration prior to receiving a Federal award. In these instances, Federal awarding agencies must require the recipient to obtain a UEI identifier and complete SAM registration within 30 days of the Federal award date.

It is during the full application process in which an organization will register in Sam.gov.  Organizations requesting exemption from UEI or SAM.gov requirements must email the point of contact listed in the NOFO at least two weeks prior to the full application deadline in the NOFO providing a justification of their request.  Approval for a SAM.gov exemption must come from the warranted grants officer before the application can be deemed eligible for review.

F. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Administrative and National Policy Requirements

Terms and Conditions:  Before submitting the SOI, applicants should review all the terms and conditions and required certifications which will apply if a full proposal application is requested and awarded, to ensure that they will be able to comply.  These include:
2 CFR 200, 2 CFR 600, and the Department of State Standard Terms and Conditions which are available at:  https://www.state.gov/about-us-office-of-the-procurement-executive/.

G.  FEDERAL AWARDING AGENCY CONTACTS
If you have any questions about the SOI application process, please contact:  Kigaliasgp@state.gov.

If the SF-424 and SF-424A (and SF-424B for individuals or organizations exempted from SAM.gov registration) were not required at the first stage, they must be required as part of the full applications submitted in the second stage.  Similarly, if the issuing office determined that SAM.gov registration would not be required until the second stage, the request for full proposals must include instructions for SAM.gov registration.  The awarding office should then hold a second merit panel review for the second round of applications.  See the FAD F.5(3)


Clearance Page for ASSH Statement of Interest

Drafted: 	Pol/Econ – Laura Mack, Ext. 2657
Cleared: 	Pol/Econ – Eugene Uwizeyimana (ok)
		Pol/Econ – David Schneider (ok)
		Pol/Econ – Damian Stafford (ok)
Approved: 	ADCM – Kim Strollo 

	
	
	



