
 
 
        

Questions and Answers for RFA No. USAID-EGYPT-263-10-030-RFA 
Regional NGO/Media Networks Program 

6/17/2010 
 

Technical Questions 
 
1. Question:  I am interested in any information that you could provide on what is 

required to receive grant money for this project. 
Answer:  All relevant information is contained in the Request for Applications 
(RFA), posted to the internet on grants.gov.  Please read thoroughly. 

 
2. Question:  I am a US Small Business that has a great successful record in servicing 

USAID and its subs in Iraq and Kuwait during a very difficult times. I am currently 
seeking work with your respected agency in Egypt, and was looking at USAID-
EGYPT-263-10-030-RFA, do you think I have a shoot at getting involved at such 
opportunity? 

Answer:  Please refer to the RFA, posted on grants.gov. 
 
3. Question:  I was wondering if USAID is also seeking private companies as well as 

NGO’s and whether they can apply or not? 
Answer:  Please refer to the RFA, Section III, Eligibility.   

 
4. Question:  We do understand that a proposal has to follow a regional approach. Our 

query: would it be acceptable to USAID if we would only be implementing in 4 or 5 
of the 8 countries mentioned?  

Answer:  Yes.  Please refer to the RFA, Section I (E).  Programs do not need to 
benefit all listed locations where USAID programs operate in the MENA region 
to be considered. 

 
5. Question:  We would like you to specify, Should the project be presented only via a 

Television show targeting youth or can it be presented through blogging form and 
other means? 

Answer: Applicants are encouraged to present their own ideas for activities and 
suggested approaches.   

 
6. Question:  The application makes several references to "youths" and "young people."  

Please tell what is the age range for eligible participants (journalists, lawyers, 
activists, etc.) in this program?   

Answer:  Youth are generally defined as being between the ages of 15 and 24.  
 



7. Question:  If a local organization has been asked by three separate international 
NGOS to partner with them: Is it permissible to submit more than one application, or 
be a partner on more than one application? Is it advisable (or not)?   

Answer:  Applicants may submit more than one application, and may be partners 
on more than one application.  
 

8. Question:  Can activities under this program be carried out in Syria? 
Answer:  No. Please refer to the list of countries included in the RFA, Section I 
(B). 

 
9. Question:  We (a local organization) are registered as a company. However, we have 

purely not-for-profit aims, and are a legally registered media outlet (as a youth 
alternative media outlet). Are we still eligible to apply? 

Answer:  As per RFA, Section III, Eligibility, legally registered local 
organizations are eligible to apply. 
 

10. Question:  Can we include additional annexes other than the past performance annex 
listed in the RFA on page 11? 

Answer:  No, only the information requested will be reviewed for award 
consideration; please do not send additional information. 

 
11. Question:  Are there illustrative activities USAID has in mind for Components 1 & 4? 

Can USAID provide illustrative activities for Components 1 & 4, as was done for 
Components 2 & 3? 

Answer:  Applicants are encouraged to present their own ideas for implementing 
activities under all components.   

 
12. Question:  Do you have a set of eligibility criteria for the partners we will have in the 

proposal and who will be instrumental in implementation of the project? Should we 
also provide a certain set of documentation on them?  

Answer:  Partner organizations must conform to the eligibility requirements of the 
RFA and comply with the same USG regulations; all relevant regulations, 
standard provisions and cost principles shall be applied to subawardees of the 
successful applicant(s), consistent with RFA, Section I (C), paragraph 3.  All 
documents required from the Applicant are also required for each proposed 
subawardee.   

 
13. Question:  Can an organization submit multiple applications? 

Answer:  Yes. 
 
14. Question:  Are the Expected Program Results and Indicators given as illustrative 

examples as to the types of work that would address the program components, or are 
they required objectives? 

Answer:  Relevant Expected Program Results and Indicators will be used to 
measure performance under the programs to be supported through the RFA.  The 
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applicant shall develop performance indicators (including baseline information 
and annual targets) within the first three months of program implementation. 

 
15. Question:  On page 11, the RFA states that applicants should “include a listing of all 

contracts, grants, or cooperative agreements involving similar or related programs 
during the three years before the application.” As opposed to providing a list of all 
programs, can applicants provide a list of the most relevant or related programs, 
limiting the number of references to 10, or perhaps 20 if a larger sample of references 
is desired? 

Answer:  Applicants may limit the submission of past performance information to 
20 of the most relevant programs in the past three years.   

 
16. Question: Whether the participation of legal entities outside the MENA region as 

technical providers to partners from the MENA region is eligible.  More specifically,  
a) Can a legal entity from Greece participate and be funded as a partner who will act 
as technical provider to the MENA partners? 

Answer:  Yes, as per RFA, Section III, Eligibility. 
b) Can a legal entity from Greece participate as a subcontractor who will act as 
technical provider to the MENA partners? 

Answer:  Yes, as per RFA, Section III, Eligibility. 
c) Whether one organization from the MENA region can submit an RFA. 

Answer:  Please see RFA, Section III, Eligibility. 
d) Whether a consortium with organizations from different MENA regions can 
submit an RFA – if so, are they considered partners all receiving funding or should 
there be a main partner and the rest acting as subcontractors to the main partner. 

Answer:  As per RFA, Section III, Eligibility, teaming arrangements are highly 
encouraged; depending on the structure, one award could be made to a prime (or 
main partner) and the other partners acting as subcontractors to the prime. 

 
17. Question:  Are there any plans to include other countries in MENA in the near future? 

Answer:  No, only the countries listed in RFA, Section I (B). 
 
18. Question:  Branding and Marking Plan: USAID would only require such a plan at a 

later stage? We understand that it does not have to be submitted with the main 
application by July 10th. Please confirm. 

Answer:  Confirmed, Branding and Marking Plan is required upon request at a 
date later than July 10th. 

 
19. Question:  Certifications and Assurances: Can you please indicate where we can find 

the required formats? 
Answer:  See attachment to this Q&A. 
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Cost Questions 
 
1. Question:  In Section IV (b), page 11 there is reference to the cost application being 

submitted using the SF-424 series. Having clicked on the link provided, there are a 
number of SF-424 forms. Do we need to fill all of them? There are a number of 
repetitions in the information contained in the forms. The project for instance will 
also have some elements of research. Does this mean we have to fill the one related to 
research as well? Could you perhaps give us the full listing of the forms we have to 
fill out of these? 

Answer:  As mentioned on the RFA, Cost Application Format: 
The Cost application must be submitted using the SF-424 series, which includes: 

 
• SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance,  
• SF-424A, Budget Information - Nonconstruction Programs, and  
• SF-424B, Assurances - Nonconstruction Programs.  

  
2. Question:  The cost application must also be submitted in Microsoft Excel format. 

Are we to translate all the forms into Excel, or only a particular one- (SF-424 A: 
Budget Information - Non-Construction Programs)? Related to this, a detailed 
narrative is also required. What should the narrative comprise of?  

Answer:  A description for each of the budget line items proposed. 
 
3. Question:  There is a limit of 5 attachments in the call. However, with the different 

SF-424 forms and the certifications required- Section IV (C) (3) pp11-12, we are 
bound to have more than 5 attachments. Shall we then merge the different sections 
into single PDF files?  

Answer: The intent of the of the referenced submission instructions is to convey 
that applications must be submitted electronically, and that the email size should 
be limited to ensure that applications are received.  Thus, as per RFA Section IV: 
Application and Submission Information (2), applicants may send multiple 
emails, but no email should exceed 5 attachments (2MB limit). 

 
4. Question:  Related to the above, if one goes to the online documentation, application 

is indicated as being through grants.gov. Should we embark on a parallel process 
submitting both through grants.gov (at the end of which we attach the relevant 
documentation), and to the e-mail Cairoproposals@usaid.gov?  

Answer:  No, please only submit your application to the e-mail 
Cairoproposals@usaid.gov.  

 
5. Question:  Where can we find the certifications listed in Section IV (C) (3) pp11-12 – 

(c-e)?  
 Answer:  See attachment to this Q&A. 
 
6. Question:  As the application refers to having documentation in both Microsoft Word 

and PDF, some of the documents will have to be only in PDF- especially the 
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attachments like the certifications. Is it allowed then in this case to only submit these 
particular ones in PDF?  

 Answer:  Yes, submit the signature pages in PDF. 
 
7. Question:  Is there point values associated with the three evaluation criteria listed on 

pages 12-13: technical merit, cost effectiveness and realism, and past performance? If 
so, can USAID provide the point values associated with these categories that will be 
used by the evaluation committee? 

 Answer:  The point values for evaluation criteria will be of equal value. 
 
8. Question:  Lastly, our organisation is an international organisation based in Germany. 

We have a DUNS number but do not have an EIN/TIN because we are not based in 
the United States. This is hence not applicable in our case. Would you recognise this?  

 Answer:  Yes, EIN/TINs are not required for non-US entities. 
 
9. Question:  Scoring Criteria: Are the criteria on page 5 equivalent to scoring criteria, 

or are there other scoring criteria that USAID will consider? 
Answer:  Applications will be scored using the evaluation criteria listed in the 
RFA, pages 12 and 13, not on page 5. 
 

10. Question:  Would it be possible to extend the "Application Submission Date"? 
Answer:  No, an extension is not possible. 
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