FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS for PERIOD 5
Broad Agency Announcement


Has the agency decided roughly the ratio of funding to be put into single investigator grants vs. multidisciplinary grants?

For all topics in Amendment 7, Attachment 8, of the BAA:

Single Investigator Awards will average approximately $150,000 per year. 

Single Grant/Multiple Investigator Awards will average approximately $350,000 per year. 

Young Investigator Awards will average approximately $100,000 per year. 

Grants.gov is listed as a source for information on the opportunity, can the proposal be submitted through grants.gov or only through the DTRA site, and are there advantages to one over the other?

According to Section IV.1.3 of the BAA, “White papers and proposals must be submitted electronically through the DTRA proposal submission website https://www.dtrasubmission.net/.  In addition, Section IV.5.2.2 of the BAA states, “Proposals submitted by any means other than the DTRA proposal submission website (e.g., hand-carried, postal service, commercial carrier, and e-mail) will not be considered.  Offerors are responsible for ensuring compliant and final submission of their proposals and can verify the submission of the proposal package with the electronic receipt that appears on the screen following submission of a proposal to the DTRA proposal submission website.”
Given that this is the last year of the BAA, should proposals be structured for one, two, or three years of funding?

According to Section II.10 of the BAA, “DTRA is seeking research projects with a POP of up to five (5) years that address topics in Attachment 8 of this BAA.  Awards are typically for a period of three (3) years with two (2) additional years possible as options.”

We are a team of four experimental groups and 350K per year is a rather small amount.  Would it be unreasonable to ask for 500K/year, or is this not advisable?

According to Section II.5 of the BAA, “Funding for participation in this program is highly competitive and the cost of proposed research should be strictly maintained in the award amounts outlined.”

Is there a preference in the program for support of graduate students rather than post-docs (given that the BAA specifically calls for multidisciplinary projects to support multiple students), or are post-docs considered students for this case?

DTRA does not limit the support of post-doctoral fellows for successful offerors; however, the training and development of students, both graduate and undergraduate, is strongly encouraged.
Are there any citizenship restrictions for the awards made under this BAA? 

There are not any citizenship restrictions for the awards made under this BAA.

The solicitation says that “industrial/commercial/not-for-profit Basic Research Centers including small businesses with a portfolio predominantly in Basic Research” can submit to this announcement.  Is a for-profit small business included or must it be a not-for-profit small business?
A for-profit small business would be eligible to submit a whitepaper for HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD if it meets the Eligible Applicants conditions outlined in Section III.1.1.2:  “Industrial/commercial Basic Research Centers (Foreign based equivalents) including small businesses with a portfolio predominantly in Basic Research proposing a project with a significant contribution (minimum 30% of total effort value on the proposed project) by one or more universities.”
Under Section III Eligibility, what is the definition of industrial/commercial firms?

Industrial/commercial firms (Section III.1.2.5) are for-profit entities that do not have a portfolio of predominantly basic research.  
Where can I find the BAA for Period 5?

The full announcement BAA for Period 5 can be accessed by going to grants.gov.

1)  Click ‘Find Grant Opportunities’ in the left column.  

2)  Click ‘Basic Search’.  

3)  Type "DTRA" under ‘Keyword Search’ and click ‘Search’.

4)  Under the ‘Opportunity Title’ column, click ‘DTRA FY2009-2011 Basic Research for Combating Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Broad Agency Announcement (BAA)’.  

5) Click ‘Full Announcement’, then scroll down to Revised Full Announcement (Amendment 7) 18May10, for a .pdf copy of the newest version of the BAA.
Where are the guidelines for the white paper proposals?

The white paper proposal guidelines can be found in Section IV.2.1.2 White Paper Narrative Format, of Amendment 7 of the BAA on grants.gov. 
Is there a contact person or program manager that I could communicate with about my questions?

Meetings and/or discussions with technical POC’s are not available.  According to Section II.3, all questions should be sent to the email address in the BAA and/or CALL.  The inboxes are being monitored and answers will be provided.

Does the "Average Award Amount" listed for each topic include both direct and indirect costs, or is it only the direct costs of the proposed research?
The average award amounts reflect those of the total award amounts, including both direct and indirect costs.
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