FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS for PERIOD 4



Questions Regarding Eligibility:
1. Do small businesses meet the eligibility requirements for the Basic Research for Combating WMD BAA?   
Answer:

Eligibility criteria are outlined in Section III of the BAA.

2. Do the DTRA Young Investigator awards require an applicant to be a US citizen, national or permanent resident?  
Answer:
There are no additional eligibility requirements other than those outlined in Section III “Eligibility Information” of the BAA. 

3. With regard to the funding restrictions in section IV.4 of BAA HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD-BAA (page 16), is the 35% cap on indirect costs only applied to the prime contractors costs?  Or does it apply to our proposed subcontractors also? Are we required to flow this requirement to our subcontractors? If not, does each performer have to individually keep indirect costs under 35% or is this collectively assessed?

Answer:
Per Section IV.4. of the BAA Titled “Funding Restrictions.” Indirect costs must be less than 35% of the total grant value per the 2008 DoD Appropriations Act (Public Law 110-116, Section 8115) and the 2008 and 2009 DoD Appropriations Act (Public Law 110-329, Section 8109).  There is currently no flow down requirement for this limitation.
4. Is subcontracting permitted?  
Answer:
Per Section II.1.2 of the BAA, subcontracting is permitted. 

Questions Regarding Registration

5. Based upon a recommendation from the DTRA help desk, we have established sub-organizations to accommodate multiple submissions from our organization and provide for confidentiality and security. Just to clarify, does this requirement mean that we must reregister each of the PI’s who have participated in earlier BAA’s if they are interested in participating in this BAA?

Answer:
Per Section IV.1.1.3 “Organizations who have already registered on the DTRA proposal submission website may use their current account to submit white papers and proposals for this solicitation.”  

Further, Section IV.1.1.2 states “Registration must be submitted by a central Business Point of Contact (BPOC) rather than individual PI personnel.  A BPOC is a person who is given the responsibility of coordinating all submissions from individual PIs at his or her organization and will be the only individual who may access the DTRA proposal submission website.  The intent is that all submissions from an organization be coordinated and submitted by a single, identified responsible party.” Should you have issues accessing the submission website, please contact the Help Desk.  

6. Do offerors have to create a new registration on the Submission Site for each period?  

Answer:

Per Section IV.1.1.3 “Interested organizations must register at the DTRA proposal submission website even if previously registered at any other proposal submission site for prior DTRA and/or JSTO-CBD acquisition opportunities.  Prior registration at any other proposal submission site does not fulfill registration requirements for participation in this BAA.  Organizations who have already registered on the DTRA proposal submission website may use their current account to submit white papers and proposals for this solicitation.” Should you have issues accessing the submission website, please contact the Help Desk 800-947-4192.  

Questions Regarding Deadlines

7. Is DTRA currently accepting phase 1 proposals for this BAA? If so, what is the deadline? 

Answer:

Per Section IV.3 of the BAA, the deadline for Period 4 Phase I white papers is 2pm EST November 2nd 2009.

Questions Regarding Topics

8. Are topics from previous Periods available in Period 4?  
Answer: 
Per Section I.5.1 of the BAA, Topic Areas will likely change for each Period outlined in Section IV.3.  Changes will be announced via an amendment to this BAA.  The Amendment for Period 4 has been posted to Grants.gov and contains the Topics that are of current interest to DTRA. Per Attachment 8, Section III, Period 1, 2, and 3 Topics are not applicable for Period 4.  
9. Can a proposal be submitted for this Period that’s within the counter WMD research thrusts but not listed within a Topic Area for Period 4? 

Answer:

Per Attachment 8 Proposal Topics of the BAA, “Topic research areas are representative of the sought research, but should not limit innovative research ideas aligned with the topic intent.”


Questions Regarding BAA Changes

10. Please clarify the changes contained in Amendment 5. 

Answer:
While not a comprehensive detailing of the changes, Attachment 8 has been updated significantly.  

Questions Regarding White Paper Requirements

11. Would a short list of references included at the end of the white paper be counted as one of the four allowed pages?

Answer:

As outlined in Section IV 2.1.1 of the BAA White Paper Submission and Content. Interested offerors are required to submit a four-page narrative (white paper). Each submission must contain a unique and descriptive white paper title, which is different from the topic title. Each submission must also specify the research area and topic addressed by identifying the specific topic number as presented in Attachment 8 of this BAA. See white paper format and narrative guidelines below. For further information, see section IV.2.1.2 of the BAA for the white- paper format.  Any pages submitted that exceed the four-page limit will not be read or evaluated, as described in this section. 
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