FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1) What is the cut off deadline for submission of white papers?

The white paper deadline for Period 3 will be 1 June, 2009 2:00 PM EST.

2) Where can I find the BAA for Period 3?

The full announcement BAA for Period 3 can be accessed by using the link below and clicking on the full announcement icon.  Upon clicking on the full announcement icon, ensure that you look in the 'Description' column for the "Revised Full Announcement (Amendment 4) 30Apr09" and access the link next to it.  

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId=45272
You can also go to www.dtra.mil and click on the link that says “Broad Agency Announcement-FY2009-2011 Basic Research for Combating Weapons of Mass Destruction” (second link).
3) I want to submit a white paper but I’m not sure if I should reply to the BAA or the CALL.  Can you help me?

According to Section III of the BAA, “Accredited Degree-granting college and universities” as well as “Industrial/commercial Basic Research Centers including small businesses with a portfolio predominantly in Basic Research proposing a project with a significant contribution (minimum 30% of total effort value on the proposed project) by one or more universities” are all eligible to submit whitepapers/proposals under the BAA.
Section III of the CALL states that, “Federal (including DoD and Department of Energy(DOE)) laboratories as well as U.S. Government agencies and organizations including Academic institutions that are federal government organizations (e.g., Naval Postgraduate School)” are eligible to submit whitepapers/proposals under the CALL.  The CALL also states that “DoD sponsored Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDCs) specified in the Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (DFARS)235.017-1 (http://farsite.hill.af.mil/VFDFARA.HTM) and click on the ‘DFARS Part 35’. DOE sponsored FFRDCs provided that authorization is obtained from the DOE sponsor. 

Please review ALL of SECTION III for Eligibility requirements for the both the BAA and the CALL. 

4) What are the guidelines for the white paper proposals?

According to Section IV.2.1.2 White Paper Narrative Format, “the White Paper must not exceed four pages, 8.5 x 11 inches, single-spaced, with one-inch margins in type not smaller than 12 point Times New Roman font.  Any pages submitted that exceed the four-page limit will not be read or evaluated.  The project title must be included at the top of the page and must cite the topic number (refer to Attachment 8).  The White Paper narrative must specify a single topic area and issues for consideration by identifying at the end of the project title the specific paragraph referenced in Attachment 8.  The White Paper should provide sufficient information on the research being proposed (e.g., the hypothesis, theories, concepts, methodologies, data measurements, and analysis, etc.) to allow for an assessment by a technical expert.  Do NOT include corporate or personnel qualifications, past experience, or any supplemental information. White Papers that identify specific applications will be considered applied research and unresponsive to this BAA.”

5) What is the required length for white papers and are references included in the length?

White papers should be no more than 4 pages in length.  If you choose to include references, then they must be included in the 4 pages.  Please note as specified in the BAA and CALL, ‘any pages submitted that exceed the four-page limit will not be read or evaluated.  Please see Section IV for more guidance. 
6) Is there a contact person or program manager that I could communicate with about my questions?

Meetings and/or discussions with technical POC’s are not available.  According to Section II.3, all questions should be sent to the email address in the BAA and/or CALL.  The inboxes are being monitored and answers will be provided.

7) I want to respond to the CALL but I don’t see it on grants.gov. Where can I find it?

You will be able to access the Service Call Announcement through www.dtra.mil or www.dtrasubmission.net . 

DTRA.MIL instructions:  Type in www.dtra.mil. Click on the 3rd link under ‘Featured Links’ titled “Service Call – FY2009-2011 Basic Research for Combating Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).

DTRA SUBMISSION instructions:  Type in www.dtrasubmission.net. You will be able to access this website after logging in under your organization.

8) What topics can I respond to for the 3 Period?

Proposal topics can be found in the BAA starting on page 44-69 (Attachment 8).  Please ENSURE that you review pages 70 and 71, as they contain topics that were applicable for Period 1 and/or 2 and note that Period 1 and/or 2 topics are not applicable for Period 3. 

Proposal topics for the CALL can be found on pages 42-66.  Please ensure that you review pages 67 and 68, as they contain topics that were applicable for Period 1 and/or 2 and note that Period 1 and/or 2 topics are not applicable for Period 3.
9) I was attempting to download the application package from the grants.gov site but I received an error message when I clicked on the link to download the package document.  Can you help me?
Grants.gov is a separate service.  Help for grants.gov can be found at the following link: http://www.grants.gov/help/help.jsp.

Please note that Section IV.1. of the HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD BAA contains the requirements for submissions made to the BAA. 

10) How do I get a current cover page format for the 2009 BAA applications?

Section IV.1.2 of the HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD BAA states that “Using the DTRA proposal submission website, all Offerors must prepare proposal cover sheets (for both Phase I submissions and for invited Phase II submissions), including basic identifying information for the institution, the points of contact, and certify that the offeror meets the eligibility requirements in Section III.  Once the cover sheet is saved, the system will assign a unique proposal number for each Phase I submission and a different unique proposal number for each invited Phase II submission.”  

The coversheet is a field entry form available through the proposal submission website that requires the information outlined in Section IV.1.2.

11) If a project involves a University PI subcontracting to a national lab or a small company, does it qualify as a Multiple Investigator Award subjected to the higher award amount or should it be limited to the Single Investigator amount?

Only proposals that meet the definition of Single Grant/Multiple Investigator/Multidisciplinary Awards as detailed in Section II.11 of the HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD BAA will be considered for award as a Single Grant/Multiple Investigator/Multidisciplinary Awards. 

Also note that the HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD BAA does not preclude subcontracting for Single Investigator Awards.

12) I have a project that would have multiple PI’s.  Can this proposal be considered in the category of Single Investigator Awards?  The budget would be of size appropriate to this category.

The HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD BAA and CALL do not preclude multiple PIs for the Single Investigator Awards.    

13) Can you send me more detailed information as to what would qualify as a Commercial Basic Research Center under section III. Eligibility Information, III.1.1.2? 

According to Section III.1.1.2, industrial/commercial basic research centers are those with a portfolio predominantly in Basic Research.  This applies to both small and large businesses.

14) Section III.1.2.4. of the subject solicitation indicates that DOE sponsored FFRDCs may act as collaborators or subcontractors provided that authorization is obtained from the DOE sponsor.  It is not clear if this authorization needs to be provided with the Phase I Proposal (White Paper) or the invited Phase II Proposal.  In the past, sponsor authorization was provided only if a Phase II proposal was invited.  Is sponsor authorization required for Phase I, or just Phase II?

The HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD-BAA does not require authorization be included for Phase I Proposal (White Paper) submissions.  Submission of an invited Phase II proposal constitutes a statement of sponsor authorization.  

15) After reading the guidelines, I noticed that the proposal must be converted in Acrobat 7.0 or earlier.  Since most institutions are now using 8.0, will this be acceptable?

Section IV.5.3 states that the “white paper and proposal must be uploaded as a Portable Document File (PDF) format compatible with Adobe Acrobat® version 7.0 or earlier.”  Only submissions that meet this requirement will be accepted.

16) The BAA proposal instructs the offeror to place asterisks '*' on each line which is considered proprietary information. Can the asterisks be placed outside the designated margins or must this be placed inside the margins with the text?

There is no requirement for the asterisks to be placed within the margins.

17) Does the Quad Chart need to look exactly like the template given?  Where can an exact PowerPoint template be obtained?  

A PPT file is posted to grants.gov to assist with the preparation of quad charts; however, there is no requirement to use the template.
18) Does the "Average Award Amount" listed for each topic include just the direct costs or is it the total of both direct and indirect costs?

The average award amounts reflect those of the total award amounts including both direct and indirect costs.

19) The BAA states on page 9, in III.1.2 that companies may not furnish PI's. My question is whether a PI who is am employee of a company but who also has an appointment at a university is eligible to be a PI.
The PI still would not be able to represent the company.  They may represent their university affiliate.
