Questions and Responses for HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD-BAA
1. Is this statement "offering a significant contribution (minimum 30% of total effort value) by one or more universities" referring to the overall research portfolio or is the statement referring to the individual projects under this announcement?  

The significant contribution refers only to the projects under this announcement HDTRA1-08-10-BAA.

2. Is collaboration with one or more universities (Section III.1.1.2) required for a small business to be an eligible applicant for this BAA?  

Yes.  As stated in Section III.1.1.2, “Industrial/commercial Basic Research Centers including small businesses with a portfolio predominantly in Basic Research offering a significant contribution (minimum 30% of total effort value) by one or more universities” are eligible to submit a whitepaper for HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD.

3. Would a small business with a portfolio predominately in Basic Research (working with a local university) become eligible to be a prime grantee? 
Yes, in this instance a small business would be eligible to be a prime grantee.  As outlined in Section II.1.1.2,“Industrial/commercial Basic Research Centers including small businesses with a portfolio predominantly in Basic Research offering a significant contribution (minimum 30% of total effort value) by one or more universities” are eligible to submit a whitepaper for HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD.
4. Under Section III Eligibility, what is the definition of industrial/commercial firms?
Industrial/commercial firms (Section III.1.2.5) are for-profit entities that do not have a portfolio of predominantly basic research.  
5. Can a Research Associate or a PhD candidate receive a grant under HDTRA1-08-10-BAA?  

The HDTRA1-08-10-BAA does not preclude submissions from a Research Associate or from a PhD candidate, but all submissions must be entered into by an entity containing a valid Dun and Bradsteet number (DUNS), be registered in CCR, and have a valid Tax-ID number in accordance with. See Section III of the BAA regarding Eligilbility. 

6. Under Section III what is meant by a portfolio? Is the portfolio of current or past projects?

The term portfolio in Section III refers to a current investment and effort for an entity.  

7. Will a foreign government research center conducting research in low TRLs, be eligible to apply for this grant as a Not-for-Profit?
Yes, assuming all conditions of paragraph III.1.1.2 of the BAA are met.
8. Can Federal (DoD and DOE) Laboratories participate in this BAA (Section III.1.2.1)?

According to Section II.1.2, neither DoD or DOE Laboratories may act as prime grantees nor furnish PIs in awards made under HDTRA1-08-10-BAA but may act as collaborators or subcontractors. However Federal Labs may participate fully in the Service Call.
9. Is there any limit on the number of white papers one organization can submit under the HDTRA1-08-10-BAA?  Does this limit change if each individual white paper addresses a different thrust area?

There is no limit on the number of whitepapers that can be submitted by a PI, Co-PI or Organization.  Whitepapers can be submitted to a single topic or to multiple topics (Section IV.2.6).  
10. Are references included in the 4 page limit for the white papers?

Yes.  The references must fit within the 4 page limit.

According to Section IV.2.1.2 White Paper Narrative Format, “the White Paper must not exceed four pages, 8.5 x 11 inches, single-spaced, with one-inch margins in type not smaller than 12 point Times New Roman font.  Any pages submitted that exceed the four-page limit will not be read or evaluated.  The project title must be included at the top of the page and must cite the topic number (refer to Attachment 8).  The White Paper narrative must specify a single topic area and issues for consideration by identifying at the end of the project title the specific paragraph referenced in Attachment 8.  The White Paper should provide sufficient information on the research being proposed (e.g., the hypothesis, theories, concepts, methodologies, data measurements, and analysis, etc.) to allow for an assessment by a technical expert.  Do NOT include corporate or personnel qualifications, past experience, or any supplemental information. White Papers that identify specific applications will be considered applied research and unresponsive to this BAA.”
11. Where can I find more information about funding opportunity HDTRA1-08-10-BRCWMD-BAA?
The BAA and other documents posted on Grants.gov contain all information that will be released for this solicitation.
12. The language in the BAA states that there can be multiple investigator awards and single investigator awards, each with different dollar amounts possible. What is considered a Multiple Investigator versus Single Investigator?  Are PI-Co-PI arrangements possible? 

According to Section II.10 Single Grant/Multiple Investigator Awards are defined as “Proposals that involve a comprehensive program of innovative research in either a focused or interdisciplinary area with potential for high impact.  The proposed research must involve fundamental contributions in research by multiple investigators from a single institution or by different institutions from diverse disciplines (up to three institutions/investigators).  Research should support multiple graduate students and may be designed to leverage closer interaction and engagement with both university and government laboratory institutions.  Proposals submitted under this category must have a single lead organization and single lead business point of contact with the responsibility for registration and submission.”  Only whitepapers and proposals that meet this definition will be considered for Single Grant/Multiple Investigator Awards.
Section II.10 defines Single Investigator Awards as proposals that focus on exploratory aspects of a unique problem, a high risk approach, or innovative research in subjects with potential for high impact.  Co-PIs are allowed for Single Investigator awards.

13. Can whitepapers be submitted in "any" period?  
All periods will accept submissions of white papers; however, please note that topics for each period may change.  White papers will only be accepted for current topics listed in the announcement.

14. What is the review process and how are the proposals rated or ranked?

All white papers and proposals will be evaluation in accordance with the Application Review Information in Section V. 
15. Are collaborations with national labs or universities ranked any higher than solo proposals?

All white papers and proposals will be evaluation in accordance with the Application Review Information in Section V. 

16. Will DTRA consider whitepapers that propose research that are not limited to the bullets for each of the topic areas?

All white papers and proposals will be evaluation in accordance with the Application Review Information in Section V.

17. Is the Phase 1 White paper to be solely technical or should there be any summary financial costs included?  What about a Gantt chart for main project activities?

According to Attachment 3: Phase I White Paper Format and Preparation Instructions; the white paper should include a summary of estimated costs.  Gannt Charts are optional. 
18. Is there a contact person I could communicate with about my questions?

According to Section II.3, all questions should be sent to the email address in the Announcement.  The inbox is being monitored and answers will be provided.
19. When is the Submission deadline for Proposals for DTRA FY2009 - 2011 Basic Research for Combating Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Broad Agency Announcement (BAA).

The first whitepaper deadline is 14 JULY 2008.  Additional submission periods are available under HDTRA01-08-10-BAA.  Please refer to Section IV.3 for all dates.
20. Does this BAA include set aside funds?

No, there are no set aside funds.
21. What are the deliverables, e.g., are they reports or publications and how often are they due?

Please consult Section VI.3 as it details the general reporting requirements.
22. Are there any resources or facilities available to those who are successful in receiving research funding to utilize?

You may qualify to apply for DOD supercomputing time; however there is no guarantee of any facilities or resources associated with this BAA.
23. Are meetings or discussions with technical POCs available?  

No.  Additional technical information will not be released.

24. What sort of properties or systems are of interest and could you identify possible collaborators?

All information regarding technical interest is in Attachment 8 of the Announcement.  DTRA will not assist with the identification of collaborators.  
25. For this proposal, does DTRA have a prioritized list of chemical/biological warfare agents that should be focused on?

No, there is not a prioritized list.  

26. Will this BAA transition to Grants.gov submission at a later date? 

The HDTRA01-08-10-BAA will transition to application by grants.gov in the future.
27. Where should the DUNS number be placed on the Grant.gov application package?  

Refer to the SF424-Application for Federal Assistance.  Block 5 requests “Organizational DUNS”.

28. Are there examples of prior successful proposals available for review?

No.

29. If a white paper was received last year and was not invited forward, would it be possible for the submitter to receive the reviews from last year?

Debriefings for last year’s submission were and still are available to the proposer, upon request.  

