Period 2 BAA Questions and Answers
1. For a multiple-investigator award involving different institutions, if the lead institution is an accredited degree-granting college or university, can co-PIs on the proposal be at non-profit organizations and/or commercial companies?
According to Section III.1.2 of the BAA, the following entities may act as collaborators or subcontractors:  Federal (including DoD and Department of Energy (DOE)) laboratories, U.S. Government agencies and organizations including Academic institutions that are federal government organizations, DoD sponsored Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDCs) specified in the Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (DFARS) 235.017-1 (http://farsite.hill.af.mil/VFDFARA.HTM) and click on ‘DFARS Part 35’, DOE sponsored FFRDCs provided that authorization is obtained from the DOE sponsor, and industrial/commercial firms.

2. Does the inclusion of four (4) different institutions make us ineligible to compete for this BAA?

Yes.  According to Section II.11 of the BAA, the limit is three (3) institutions.

3. Regarding the number of investigators allowed on a Single Grant/Multiple Investigator Award (up to three (3) institutions/investigators), is it correct to interpret this limit as 1 Principal Investigator and 2 Co-PIs (representing up to 3 institutions), and any number of other key personnel, such as faculty investigators and post-docs, graduate and undergraduate students from those 3 institutions?

The limit on the number of PIs was updated in Amendment 1 of the BAA.  Please note that Section II.11 now reads “Investigators may be from a single institution or different institutions up to three (3) institutions.”  There is no limit on the number of key personnel an offeror may propose as long as they are from one (1) of the three (3) institutions..
4. Who may act as the BPOC?  
According to Section IV.1.1.2 of the BAA, Registration must be submitted by a central Business Point of Contact (BPOC) rather than individual PI personnel.  A BPOC is a person who is given the responsibility of coordinating all submissions from individual PIs at his or her organization and will be the only individual who may access the DTRA proposal submission website.  The intent is that all submissions from an organization be coordinated and submitted by a single, identified responsible party.  
5. For whitepapers offering a collaboration (between universities, universities and not-for-profits, universities and DoD or DoE laboratories) is it possible to issue awards directly to each of the collaborators or does one entity serve as the lead with the remainder being subcontractors?
If the proposal is accepted for award, only one (1) grant will be awarded.  One (1) entity, i.e. a university, should be the lead with the remainder being subcontractors.
6. Is it an advantage for investigators to demonstrate that they have avenues available by which to translate their basic research results into practical applications?  

No.  Only the Basic Research aspects of the whitepapers will be considered.

7. From Section II.10 of the BAA:  "Research should support multiple graduate students and may be ...."  Are only graduate students supported or is support for undergraduate students and postdoctoral students also allowed? 

DTRA does not limit the support of post-doctoral fellows for successful offerors; however, the training and development of students, both graduate and undergraduate, is strongly encouraged.
8. Is there a list of technical point of contacts for the Topics listed for Period 2 of the BAA? 
Yes, technical questions can be directed to Dr. Su Peiris at suhithi.peiris@dtra.mil and 703-767-4732 .  
9. Are post-doctoral fellows eligible for the young investigator awards?

According to Section II.11 of the BAA, young investigator awards will be made to non-tenured faculty who received a Ph.D. or equivalent degree on or after 1 October 2003.  Post doctoral fellows may be included in this definition if their organization classifies them as non-tenured faculty and they meet the degree requirements.

10. Are there any citizenship restrictions for the awards (e.g. young investigator awards) made under this BAA? 

There are not any citizenship restrictions for the awards made under this BAA.
11. Can awards be made to foreign institutions under this BAA?

According to Section III.1, foreign institutions are eligible to receive an award from this BAA.
12. If an organization registered on the DTRA submission website previously (either for Period 1 of this BAA or for other solicitations), does the organization have to re-register for Period 2?
According to Section IV.1.1.3 of the BAA, organizations who have already registered on the DTRA proposal submission website may use their current account to submit white papers and proposals for this solicitation.

13. What does "offering a signification contribution (minimum 30% of total effort value) by one or more universities" mean?

According to Sections III.1.1.2 and III.1.1.3 of the BAA, white papers from industrial/commercial basic research centers and not-for-profit organizations/basic research centers must include a significant contribution (minimum 30% of total effort value on the proposed project) by one or more universities.  The 30% refers to the proposed project only.  The 30% refers to the actual dollar value of work carried out by a university partner(s).
14. Is the Young Investigator award amount $100K per year or is it $100K total for the whole 2-year period of performance?
Per Section II.11 of the BAA, Young Investigator Awards will average $100K a year with a POP of up to two (2) years.  The average total value of a Young Investigator Award is up to $200K for up to two (2) years.  
15. Can a white paper that was rejected in Period 1 of the BAA be revised and resubmitted in Period 2 of the BAA?

Yes, the white paper can be resubmitted if it is applicable to a current topic in the BAA.  See Appendix 8 of the BAA for the current list of topics.
