SFOP0005045 Questions
1. Due to the municipal elections, most of the political parties and potential local partners were very involved in the campaigns. Therefore, we have encountered difficulties reaching them out and preparing agreements with them. For this reason, we wish to seek an extended deadline to submit the proposal. Please let us know if this is a possibility.
A. The deadline has been extended to give additional time for review of the answers posted here.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]I could not locate Appendix 4, 5 or 6 on SAMS Domestic. Can we use a free narrative text instead? 
A. Yes – Applicants may use a free narrative text as a substitute for Appendix 4, 5, and 6.
3. We request a waiver from the requirement to submit the SF-424B form. As an international organization, we are unable to certify that we are bound by all provisions in the Standard Form SF-424B Assurances and our legal department objected to its signature… Therefore, we kindly request you to grant us a waiver from the requirement to submit the SF-424B form.
A. Yes, for applicable Public International Organizations, an SF-424B is recommended but not required.  Please consult your legal department and, based on your status, provide the appropriate application materials.  If your organization does not provide required documents, please provide a detailed explanation.
4. The guidelines do not specify whether the project should focus on national or local level politics. We think the objectives of the call are very relevant to both the national political parties and the newly elected municipal councils. Are activities at local level equally eligible for this project? 
A. The applicant should design an approach that best achieves the objectives of the project. The applicant should include a justification for the choice(s) of government levels to work with. 
5. Under the heading ‘substantial involvement’ (page 9) it is stated that NEA/AC will ‘provide approval of local partner selection, including civil society organizations, non-governmental organizations, political parties or other groups.’ Since this project focuses on political parties, does this mean NEA/AC will have to approve each political party we choose to work with? If so, what would be grounds for exclusion? As a multi-party institute, inclusiveness and impartiality are two of our guiding principles and since we have been working in Tunisia since 2011, we have clear and transparent criteria for the political parties which are involved in our activities (at national level, all political parties which are represented in the National Constituent Assembly and the People’s Representative Assembly). It would be helpful to know NEA/AC’s views on this as excluding certain parties from this project could have an impact on the trust we have built up with the political parties and therefore on our other projects with them.
A. Local partners, including civil society organizations, non-governmental organizations, political parties or other groups must agree to the “social contract”. Otherwise, NEA/AC approval refers to partner(s) participating in the implementation of the project rather than beneficiaries of the project.

6. On page 15 it is stated that letters of intent are required from all partners and stakeholders in the project, including CSOs and political parties. Does NEA/AC require letters of intent from all of the political parties which will participate in the project to be submitted as part of the proposal? Or could these be provided after the grant has been awarded? 
A. The letters of intent indicated above should be submitted as part of the proposal and include any party participating in the “social contract” or implementing the project.

7. NEA references the following annexes in the NOFO: Appendix 4 Timeline template, Appendix 5 Job Descriptions template, Appendix 6 Security, Risk Mitigation and Contingency Planning Summary template. As these appendices were not included in the grants.gov posting or on SAMS Domestic, could NEA please share these documents?
A. These appendices are not available for this announcement. Instead, a free narrative text or other template may be used in place of the aforementioned appendices. 

8. On page 20 in the evaluation criteria section, NEA states that a resume or CV is required for each staff member. Can NEA confirm that applicants will meet this requirement by providing a key personnel bio for each staff member in the required “Job Descriptions/Personnel Bios” annex, as a CV or resume is not listed in the requirements section?
A. Yes, please provide resumes and/or CVs for Key Personnel.  Where the position is currently vacant, please provide the job description and qualifications.

9. On page 13, NEA states, “In addition to the detailed budget for up to three years, applicants shall submit a notional budget for up to two additional years. This may be included as additional tabs in the main budget excel workbook.” Can NEA confirm that this additional notional budget for two more years would not count towards the budget ceiling of $2,000,000? Additionally, does NEA have an estimated cost range or budget limit for this additional two year notional budget? 
A. Yes, this is confirmed.  The notional budget is for additional option years beyond the current applications intended period of performance and budget ceiling.

10. Should applicants incorporate additional program activities during the additional 2-year period within the allotted 15 pages of the narrative? Or should a summary of additional activities be included as an appendix?
A. The program activities for any additional option years should NOT be included within the 15 available pages for the “Project Narrative”.  A summary of additional activities should be included as an appendix.

11. On pages 7 and 14, NEA states that “research or assessment activities” will NOT be allowable, “if not necessary as part of a larger project.”  Can NEA confirm that public opinion research activities undertaken by local partners or by prime applicant to aid local partners undertake program activities are allowable?
A. No.  The following will not be funded under the project: Research or assessment activities OR public opinion research activities. NEA will provide for free to prime and local partners applicable public opinion and research needs.
 
12. On pages 7 and 18 of the NOFO, NEA/AC refers to “major” and “non-major” political parties. Would NEA/AC please share its specific criteria for defining a “major” versus a “non-major” political party?
A. Examples of major political parties include Nidaa Tounes and Ennahda.  Medium and small parties that have less visibility among the Tunisian public are considered non-major parties.    

13. Would NEA/AC please provide a definition for the “governance action plans” that political parties will develop as a result of this project? Does NEA/AC expect applicants to propose specific criteria for these action plans, or will the criteria be developed by NEA/AC? 
A. NEA/AC will not set the criteria for the governance action plan (GAP). The implementer, in partnership with political parties and civil society organizations, will develop responsible GAPs based on their proposed platforms and the “social contract.” The GAP should strengthen the implementation of political parties’ platforms by providing the basis for strategic planning and defining guiding principles for partnership with civil society actors to deliver results and achieve impact.

