[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions for SFOP0004952
1. On Page 10, it states that "Projects of a commercial or profit-making nature" are not allowed. However, our understanding is that one of the goals of the program is to fund and create content that would be broadcast in the region, with a MENA broadcast partner. High quality content production is most typically seen as a commercial endeavor. These seem at odds with each other, so we would appreciate any guidance here.
Answer: All profits derived from the US government share of the program must be used to further eligible project and program objectives, or be used to finance the non-Federal share (cost share) of the project or program. The recipient has no obligation to the Federal Government regarding program income earned after the end of the award project period. 

1. On Page 22, it states "Proposals with more than 60% cost share will be deemed very competitive."  That is a significantly higher percentage than we have encountered in other State Department proposals, so we would appreciate guidance here. Is the idea that the bulk of that cost sharing would be production funds coming from a broadcast or production partner? In addition, referencing #1 above, are funds secured as cost-sharing not considered program costs and applicable to be applied to productions that may be considered commercial or profit-making endeavors? 
Answer: Although cost-share is a requirement and part of the evaluation criteria for this NOFO, the cost share level of at least 60% is not required.  We do not have any requirements for the type, kind, or source of cost share.  Cost share is distinct from US Government program costs.

1. On Page 24, it states "Grantees awarded under this announcement will be required to make all materials produced under the award with the standard US flag in a size and prominence equal to (or greater than) any other logo or identity," and that that "sub-recipients or sub-awardees are subject to the marking requirements." Does that mean that if, for example, a film or television series were generated out of this program, that the movie or show would need to have the US flag in the credits, on par with the size of any production company or distributor? As an example, if a 13-episode series developed in this program was picked up and distributed by Netflix, Amazon or MBC, would the distributor be required to display the U.S. flag prominently in all marketing for the film, and within the film?   
Answer: Materials produced utilizing federal assistance funding need to be branded. We would also like to point out that as stated on page 24, “Exceptions to this requirement can be discussed with NEA/AC when negotiating an award. Waivers may be considered on a case by case basis depending on the circumstances, projects and activities.”

1. On Page 9, it states “Oversee full-scale implementation of green-lit productions”. If a distributor, production company or studio were to pick up a film or TV show that was being developed in this program at the pre-production stage, once that content was “green-lit”, the production would typically be overseen by the distributor/prod company/studio that was overseeing the budget for the project. Is this a scenario that would not be allowed or encouraged for this U.S. State Department funded program?   
Answer: This is allowed, however please see “Substantial involvement” section on page 12.

1. On Page 10 of the funding opportunity description, it says that "one time events such as stand alone conferences and one off round tables" are not allowed. Can you please clarify?
Answer: Stand-alone conferences and one off roundtables are not allowed if this is the entirety of the proposal or program.  However, these activities are permissible if they serve the overall implementation and execution of the project and its objectives.

1. Page 10 further prohibits “Projects of a commercial or profit making nature.” All media projects be they film, television, webisodes, games or apps are for profit ventures. However we will not profit from our investments and all funds will be reinvested. Is this permitted?
Answer: All profits derived from the US government share of the program must be used to further eligible project and program objectives, or be used to finance the non-Federal share (cost share) of the project or program. The recipient has no obligation to the Federal Government regarding program income earned after the end of the award project period.

1. Page 15 states that: "Proposals offering potential, yet to be determined cost-share sourcing will NOT be considered to have met this requirement, and will be deemed ineligible.” All entertainment industry investments are prospective, which is to say that, although we have letters of intent from partners, we do not specifically know what the investments will be. To use an industry expression, they will be on a project by project basis and the deals made in the future when we are funded. However we have discussed the nature of these joint ventures with our prospective partners and determined cost sharing and those principals will apply. Can we put this cost sharing in the budget?
Answer: Thank you for bringing this to our attention.  This question is worthy of clarification, as our standard language on cost-share should be nuanced for an initiative of this type.

In addition to secured cost-share, NEA would like potential applicants to include in their proposal estimated but likely cost-share, including the identification of the likely sources (e.g. partners) and type of cost-share (e.g. financial contribution, pro-bono services, donated space, etc.).  Cost-share actuals and budget agreements will be finalized during the negotiation and award phase, and may be adjusted in accordance with the terms of the agreement during implementation.

1. A fairly substantive budget item is our legal fees. What budget line should these be in?
Answer:  Applicants should detail such fees under the budget category for which type of cost they are (for example, if it will be through a contract, then those costs should be detailed under contractual or if the arrangement is through billing without a contract, then it would fall under other direct costs).

1. The NOFO asks for a really high 60% cost share. Would you accept an application as low as 30% and could you give us a probability of that threshold making it into the pool of final candidates.
Answer: Although cost share is a requirement and is part of the evaluation criteria for the NOFO, the level of the cost share of at least 60% is not required. Cost share is one of many elements of evaluation.

1. While there is no cash requirement for cost share - Is the program looking for cash contributions or can it be 100% in kind.
Answer: There is no requirement for the type, kind, or source of cost share.

1. We estimate that the program will utilize donated personnel time and facilities. How do you view this type of cost sharing formula.
Answer:  This qualifies as a type of cost share.

1. Regarding the sustainability plan, does the inclusion of future partners change the matching formula?
Answer:  Sustainability is not a requirement of this NOFO.

