SFOP0005162 Questions
1. On page 7, the NOFO refers to “regional banks” as being project beneficiaries. Please could you specify what type of regional bank this means? Our understanding is that it could refer to state-owned regional banks within Tunisia, to private banks in regions of Tunisia or banks that operate at a North African regional level.
“Regional banks” can refer to state-owned regional banks within Tunisia, private banks in regions of Tunisia, and/or banks that operate at a North African regional level. 

2. On page 10, the NOFO specifies that prime applicants must “Have existing partnerships with business support organizations, financial service providers, SMEs, and relevant government ministries and agencies in Tunisia”. Does “partnerships” refer to existing formal agreements to work together or are relationships and previous interactions sufficient?
Partnerships may encompass both formal working relations and a demonstrated track-record of previous working relationships and successful work with the organizations listed or similar organizations. 

3. On Page 14, the NOFO explains, “Applicants proposing indirect costs in the Budget greater than the 10% de minimis rate must provide a copy of their Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA). This item will not be counted toward any page limits.” Are all proposed bidders limited to a de minimis rate if they do not have a NICRA, or can we use a calculated indirect rate based around our indirect policies?  
Organizations may only use their NICRA rate or the 10% de minimis calculation as described in 2 CFR 200.  Organizations without a NICRA rate may also detail cost as Direct Charges.  These charges must be supported by cost allocation methodologies and be allowable, allocable, and reasonable as outlined in 2 CFR 200.

4. On Page 18, the NOFO states, “The applicant demonstrates capacity for responsible fiscal management of donor funding (e.g., successful management of a previous sub-award or grant).” Does the term donor solely refer to US Government donor funding or any donor organization? 
5. This section is not limited to US Government funding; however, the organization should note the funding source(s).

6. Could you please clarify how you define “sub-partners”? For example, can those include contractors, or only sub-awardees? Can an individual be consider a “sub-partner”?  
Sub-partners may encompass a wide range of relationships and include individuals where applicable.  

7. Is a Results and Monitoring Plan (RMP) – with specific indicators and targets – expected in the proposal, as mentioned in Appendix 3? Or is an explanation of how and who will collect M&E data sufficient at this stage? 
Yes, a completed RMP is expected.  Successful applicants will work with NEA/AC and Embassy Tunis to refine the RMP throughout the negotiations process, but should present as much information as available at this time. 

8. Is a Sustainable Plan expected, as mentioned in Appendix 3? 
The sustainability plan is not a required document or a component of evaluation for this NOFO.  

9. [bookmark: _GoBack]Please confirm whether the expectation is for the 25% target to apply to women-owned and youth-owned, or women-owned or youth-owned? 
The one-quarter target should include women-owned or youth-owned businesses. 

10. Could you please confirm whether the 25% women/youth target is for activities with BSOs only, or for all activities with BSOs and non-traditional lenders and/or investors and/or regional banks? 
This 25% target should be for all activities mentioned above. Business supported through both the BSO activities in addition to the new financial products/services created by financial institutions (non-traditional lenders and/or investors and/or regional banks) should target women- and/or youth-owned businesses. 

11. The NOFO refers to regional Banks. Is this referring to the Bank of regions that is being discussed by the government to support BFPME and BTS, or is the reference to regional branches of national Banks? 
“Regional banks” can refer to state-owned regional banks within Tunisia, private banks in regions of Tunisia, and/or banks that operate at a North African regional level. 

12. The NOFO refers to “non-traditional lenders and investors and/or small regional banks” as well as “public- and/or private-sector lenders, including non-traditional lenders or investors and/or small regional banks.”  Is it safe to assume the broader definition can be applied as some lenders (both traditional and non-traditional) are taking a progressive approach to more systematically address SMEs with more innovative offerings? 
Yes. 

13. What is the category of companies that are supported by commercial, industrial or service, and what are the conditions for obtaining support?
The program beneficiaries and partners are at the discretion of the applicant, but the applicant should be sure to include a justification for which partners are recommended and why they are the right partner to serve SMEs. 

14. What is the conditions to be present at this progam and how the procedure.
Please refer to the instructions throughout the NOFO and 2 CFR 200 as needed for the guidelines of U.S. Department of State-issued awards. 

15. Hi im zied from tunisia i have a good idea of project if u can help me for inscription
Please refer to the instructions throughout the NOFO and 2 CFR 200 as needed for the guidelines of U.S. Department of State-issued awards. 

16. Please Am trying to go through your file to understand the procedures to have exceed to financial assistance for the SMES systems.
Please refer to the instructions throughout the NOFO and 2 CFR 200 as needed for the guidelines of U.S. Department of State-issued awards. 

17. Could you please clarify what you mean by “regional banks”? 
“Regional banks” can refer to state-owned regional banks within Tunisia, private banks in regions of Tunisia, and/or banks that operate at a North African regional level. 

18. On p.20, the NOFO mentions “sub-recipients” (vs. “sub-awardees”): could you please clarify what you mean by “sub-recipients”? would contractors hired to implement part of the activities be considered “sub-recipients” and be subject to marking requirements, for example? 
Sub recipients, Contract, Subaward, and Contractor are all defined in the 2 CFR 200.  

§200.92   Subaward.
Subaward means an award provided by a pass-through entity to a subrecipient for the subrecipient to carry out part of a Federal award received by the pass-through entity. It does not include payments to a contractor or payments to an individual that is a beneficiary of a Federal program. A subaward may be provided through any form of legal agreement, including an agreement that the pass-through entity considers a contract.
§200.93   Subrecipient
Subrecipient means a non-Federal entity that receives a subaward from a pass-through entity to carry out part of a Federal program; but does not include an individual that is a beneficiary of such program. A subrecipient may also be a recipient of other Federal awards directly from a Federal awarding agency.
§200.22   Contract.
Contract means a legal instrument by which a non-Federal entity purchases property or services needed to carry out the project or program under a Federal award. The term as used in this part does not include a legal instrument, even if the non-Federal entity considers it a contract, when the substance of the transaction meets the definition of a Federal award or subaward (see §200.92 Subaward).
[bookmark: se2.1.200_123]§200.23   Contractor.
Contractor means an entity that receives a contract as defined in §200.22 Contract.

19. Project duration is indicated as 18 months. Is a shorter project duration, i.e. of 12 months or below acceptable to USAID> 
This funding opportunity is not being issued by USAID.  The Department of State would consider projects with a shorter period of performance given that there is an acceptable justification for a shorter program. 

20. Project start is indicated as October 15, 2018. Would it be possible to delay the start date of the project to Q1 2019?
This is not typical. While a 90 day delay may be possible, this delay would require significant justification. 

21. Could you please define what you mean by non-traditional lenders and give examples of what kind of entities would qualify as non-traditional lenders? I.e., do MFIs qualify for this category?
Examples include angel investor groups, venture capital groups offering new financing models, etc. Multilateral financial institutions lending in Tunisia can also be included. 

22. Do you expect the awardee to work with several non-traditional lenders and investors or could it also be one non-traditional lender or investor?
The program beneficiaries and partners are at the discretion of the applicant, but the applicant should be sure to include a justification for which partners are recommended and why they are the right partner to serve SMEs. 

23. What language are the reporting deliverables for this project expected to be in? In other words, will we have to deliver our project reports in English, French, or Arabic, or a combination, etc.? 
English language is required. 

24. Are we able to propose specific regions within Tunisia in which we intend to carry out our work for this project, or are we expected to work across Tunisia?
The program beneficiaries and partners are at the discretion of the applicant, but the applicant should be sure to include a justification for the regions selected. 

25. Page 10 of the document mentions that “All applicants and sub-award partners must have a UEI number”. Is UEI/ DUNS number and CAGE/NCAGE number along with active account in SAM a mandatory requirement for partner firms (be it any form of partnership arrangement) in addition to that for Lead Applicant (Grantee)?
The Grantee is required to have all applicable registrations outlined in the NOFO.  Subaward partners are required to have a UEI number.

26. While applying for grant, the organisation must authorise the institution to create Workspace or add the institution in the existing workplace as per notification below:
[image: cid:image001.png@01D40A5C.BE8B3490]
While there is a video on the portal that provides guidance for creation of Workplace, however we would still like to request if we can get any reference document for guidance?
Please contact the IT system administrator for help with the particular online system you are having issues with. 
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