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Q&A (February 09, 2023):

Question 1: How important is the organization`s grant history meaning that if an organization worked so far with small grants ranging from 20,000 to 40,000 USD, is this an obstacle? 

Response: CT uses a holistic approach when reviewing applications. We consider the contents of the entire package when making selections. Per the NOFO, applicants have the option of forming a consortium if desired. 

Question 2: If an audit was conducted by an individual auditor, not an audit firm, is that acceptable? 

Response: Please follow-up with CT separately via email for confirmation. 

Question 3: Only three awards will be given which means that smaller organizations have less chance. Why? Would it be better to support more NGOs? 

Response: The financial and administrative burden associated with issuing multiple awards ultimately leads to less assistance for partner nations.  Per the NOFO, applicants have the option of forming a consortium to cover all priority areas within the NOFO. 

Question 4: Is it possible that some missing documents or additional information can be provided later? 

Response:  Per the NOFO, only those applications complete will be considered for funding. The components of a complete application along with how applications will be reviewed are outlined within the NOFO. 


Question 5: Is the UN eligible to apply? 
Response: Yes. Per the NOFO, PIOs are eligible to apply. 

Question 6: What are the priority regions/countries for this Call for Proposal?
Response:  Per the NOFO, this is a global program. The selected implementer must be able to deploy globally to countries of origin with nationals in northeast Syria. If a country does not have citizens in northeast Syria or has existing CT programming which can be leveraged to support repatriations, it will not receive assistance under this award. 
Question 7: Could you provide more information on the Repatriations Fly Team Component? In which regions/countries does it operate?
Response: The entire program will be the fly team. There are two other interagency agreements the Department of State is pursuing focused on building case files for prosecution using battlefield evidence and successfully prosecuting known or suspected terrorists. At any given moment, the implementers should be able to deploy subject matter experts to countries of origin as assigned by State/CT. The goal of the program is not to provide comprehensive solutions but to consult with countries of origin to identify near-term mitigation measures. 

Question 8: Are we looking for deployment in areas where citizens of NE Syria are, or to countries where citizens currently in NE Syria are returning? 

Response:  As stated in the NOFO, submitted proposals should focus on providing support to countries of origin, so to the governments of third country nationals in NE Syria. 

Question 9: Regarding workshops and trainings, can we go beyond state officials to include practitioners and civil society organizations?

Response:  How the applicant proposes to approach its proposal and meet the program objectives as outlined in the NOFO is left to the applicant’s discretion. There is a possibility of partnering with civil society organizations depending on your proposal, the priority area(s) targeted, and availability of the appropriate type of funding. 


Question 10: Are civil society consortiums allowed?

Response: How the applicant proposes to meet the program objectives as outlined in the NOFO is left to the applicant’s discretion. CT uses a holistic approach when reviewing applications. We consider the contents of the entire package when making selections. 

Question 11: Is it acceptable to submit a budget below the floor listed in the NOFO?

Response: Proposals submitted with a budget above the funding ceiling will not be accepted for evaluation. Proposals below the ceiling can be considered. 

Question 12: Does the NOFO allow for projects that have already started and / or organizations that already have experience performing the concept in a different space?

Response: CT does not have mechanisms in place to add funding to a grant or cooperative agreement managed by another Bureau. Per the NOFO, the submitted proposal concept should be global in nature. If an applicant has prior experience performing work in other countries, the applicant can consider including this information within their application.  Experience implementing similar assistance elsewhere in the world is one of the criteria the review panel will consider. 

Question 13: Will the project focus on those countries where governments have already accepted returned repatriated citizens?

Response: As stated in the NOFO, the goal of this proposal is to be responsive to short-term concerns held by countries of origin. Countries which have already repatriated citizens are eligible for assistance, but State/CT will consider existing support in place in a country before requesting the implementer deploy. 

Question 14: May we propose support for terrorist fighters and/or family members who traveled to Africa instead of NE Syria?

Response:  No. As stated in the NOFO, the objective of this program is to ensure countries of origin have the skills and abilities to repatriate their nationals from NE Syria. 
