NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 
 Bureau of African Affairs
U.S. Department of State

Announcement Type:	New Announcement
Funding Opportunity Title:	Arms and Weapons Tracking in South Sudan 
Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance (CFDA) Number:		19.700
Funding Amount:	Up to $3,000,000 with $1,500,000 ceiling per award; pending availability of funds;
Anticipated Number of Awards:	Two (2)
Cost Sharing Requirement: 		Not Required

Assistance Type: 			Cooperative Agreement 
Funding Type: 	Discretionary
Authority:	Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 as amended  
Source of Funding	Peacekeeping Operations (PKO) 
Funding Activity Category: 	Other

NOFO Issuance Date:	June   12, 2018
Closing Date for Submission of         Complete proposal packages must be submitted through     
Applications:                                       www.grants.gov by July 30, 2018, 11:59 pm Eastern   
                                                            Standard Time (EST)
Deadline for Receipt of Questions:    July 18, 2018, 5:00 pm, EST

Eligibility Category: 	U.S. - based non-profit/non-governmental organizations (NGOs) having a 501(c) (3) status with the IRS; overseas non-governmental organizations; Foreign Public Entities and Public International Organizations (PIOs).  
 
	For-profit and commercial firms are not eligible to apply in response to this NOFO.
Type of Applicant:			Organizations.   Individuals are not eligible to apply

Electronic Requirement: 	Yes.  E-mailed or faxed proposal packages will not be considered
Number of Applications:	One (1) per applicant organization 

	NOTE:  Organizations may form consortia and submit a combined proposal.  However, only one organization must be designated as the lead applicant.  The lead applicant must meet the eligibility criteria listed above.  

Anticipated Award Date: 	Within approximately six to eight weeks of the closing of this announcement, the successful applicant will receive notification.  The U.S. Department of State (DOS) is under no obligation to fund any of the proposals submitted under this funding opportunity.

	 
Est. Project Start Date:		September 2018
Est. Project End Date: 		September 2021

Project Duration:	36 months
	Pending availability of additional funding and satisfactory performance of the recipient, the award may be extended 

Submission of Applications:	Application packages must be submitted via Grants.gov (www.grants.gov) 

This funding opportunity is posted on grants.gov and may be amended.  Answers to questions 
from potential applicants will be posted as an attachment to this NOFO.  Applicants should 
regularly check the www.grants.gov website for the most recent information pertaining to this 
NOFO.  Department of State/AF Bureau bears no responsibility for data errors resulting 
from transmission or conversion processes associated with electronic submissions.

www.sam.gov  registration is required to receiving a Federal assistance award.  See the Proposal Submission Instructions (PSI) for more information.

All applicants must provide a Unique Entity Identifier, or Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS), when submitting application on Grants.gov. Applicants that do not have a valid DUNS number will be considered ineligible. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The United States Department of State’s Bureau of African Affairs (AF) announces a Notification of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for organizations interested in submitting proposals to support the South Sudan Peace Process by providing evidence-based research on weapons flows & arms trafficking in South Sudan. 

AF invites eligible and qualified organizations to submit proposals outlining a strategy to implement an evidence-based research project on contemporary conflict in the South Sudan region with a focus on weapons flows and arms trafficking.  Suitable project proposals will include an implementation plan for field research, research deliverables, reporting and publication proposals (both for general public consumption and reports intended for international policy makers) as well as tracking tools, database tracker and a potential early warning alert
system to inform policy planning of conflict dynamics related to weapons flows.

Subject to the availability of funds, AF intends to issue two awards not to exceed $1,500,000 for a project period of up to 36 months.  Pending availability of funding and successful implementation of the project, AF may consider adding funds to the award.  AF intends to support two (2) award as a result of this NOFO.

AF reserves the right to fund any or none of the proposals submitted and reserves the right to reduce, revise, or increase the proposal’s budget in accordance with the needs of the project and the availability of funds.  

The Federal award signed by the Grants Officer is the only authorizing document.

This NOFO consists of this cover page plus the following sections:

1. Funding Opportunity Description
1. Award Information and Application Evaluation and Scoring 
1. Eligibility Information
1. Agency Contacts

The complete solicitation package also includes the mandatory Proposal Submission Instructions (PSI) and Application Review Information.

Eligible organizations interested in submitting an application are encouraged to review this NOFO thoroughly to understand the type of project sought and the application submission requirements and review process.  


I. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

BACKGROUND

Since the outbreak of widespread armed conflict in December 2013, tens of thousands of civilians have been killed in South Sudan and over million people forced to seek refuge in neighbouring countries. Efforts on the part of international organizations and external states to quell the on-gong violence and re-establish a modicum of regional stability have been largely unsuccessful. The conflict has largely been fuelled by unchecked arm flows into the region.

As of April 2017, both the Sudan People’s Liberation Army and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army – in Opposition continue to conduct offensive military action against one another and the South Sudanese civilian population. Additionally, a number of alternative South Sudanese armed movements with various external supporters have arisen further complicating ongoing conflict dynamics.  The specific details of international and regional weapons flows that are largely unclear to outside observers have greatly affected the balance of power among the disparate groups engaging in the violent conflict.


PROJECT’S GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  

The Weapons Flows and Arms Trafficking Research Project should aim to create a database repository of information regarding arms flow in and out of the South Sudan region.  The research should also serve to expand international policy makers’ and other regional stakeholder’s understanding of current conflict dynamics related to weapon flows in South Sudan and the region.   Additionally research will be published for public consumption to provide clearer insights on weapons flows, state and non-state arms providers, evolving conflict dynamics, and related issues.

In support of this goal, this program has 3 key objectives:

· Objective 1: Raise awareness of the manifold ways in which arms flows are undermining regional stability and peace-making efforts in South Sudan and the surrounding areas.

· Objective 2: Contribute a unique source of institutional memory through database development of historical arms flow in and around South Sudan for the public and international stakeholders.

· Objective 3: Produce empirical research and analysis to raise public awareness about arms flows, armed groups and conflict dynamics as they relate to peace and stability in South Sudan and the region.

Expected Outcomes: Local and international stakeholders, have increased awareness of arms flows and their impact on security, peace, and stability in effort to enhance promotion of multi- and bi-lateral cooperation in supporting conflict prevention, violence reduction, and stemming future weapons trafficking that may exacerbate conflict.

Using this purpose, goal, and objectives applicant organizations should identify their own specific and measurable key performance indicators to track outputs and outcomes based on the following project description provided in this solicitation.   

Guidelines

The total amount of funding will be approximately $3,000,000, pending the availability of funds.  The anticipated start date of the grant is September 2018, subject to change.  The award period will be 36 months and cover all aspects of program planning and program management. 

Applicants should propose a concept note specifically detailing a proposed plan to accomplish program requirements and expected outputs within the proposed timeline.

In pursuit of the goals and objectives above, the award recipient will be responsible for the following:  

1. Preparation
a. Coordinate and manage all aspects of preparation for program implementation with the African Affairs Bureau at the U.S. Department of State.  

b. Provide U.S. Embassy Juba and other regional U.S. embassies with pre-planning briefs as requested prior to field research activities.

2. Project Activities

a. Manage all logistical arrangements for international travel, ground transportation, accommodations, medical insurance (as utilized), and disbursement of pocket money.

b. Design, plan, and implement all relevant research proposals and proposed product outputs. 

c. Develop and implement an early warning system for weapons flows in South Sudan and the region.

3. Design and implement an evaluation plan to assess the impact of the project on providing otherwise undocumented information regarding flows and trafficking of weapons relevant to the project.
  
4. Generate a lessons learned report and provide recommendations on future program concept and design.

5. Provide timely reporting of progress to AF and comply with financial and program reporting requirements.

6. Manage all financial aspects of the program, including management of sub-award relationships with partner organizations, if applicable.

DESIRED RESULTS AND ILLUSTRATIVE INDICATORS

By the end of the three year project, the award recipient is expected to have developed a public information database that is easily reviewable detailing findings from research conducted. The award recipient will also have published at least fifteen (15) reports documenting real-time weapons flow and trafficking issues that will inform the U.S. government planning process.

In addition to database development and written reporting, the award recipient will conduct briefings for the stakeholder community, youth networks, civil society, diplomatic personnel in South Sudan, and other international embassies in the East African region or elsewhere as approved.  The project is expected to increase the knowledge and understanding of international stakeholders, and the public writ large.  Additionally, the award recipient will provide clear recommendations for program follow-on activities or research in the region.  

The recipient will develop a project-level Performance Monitoring plan (PMP) with end-of- project targets and results anticipated for key performance indicators. In addition, AF will regularly monitor the project’s performance to assess whether project activities are on track and targets are being achieved.

Successful applicant will be issued a cooperative agreement with substantial involvement from AF in the Recipient’s implementation of this program and will be expected to coordinate closely with the DC-based program manager, as well as key staff in Embassies overseas.   As such, AF will closely work with the Recipient to provide direction and facilitate discussion with relevant Embassies on targets of potential assistance, including but not limited to, the selection of projects, recipients, and sub-award mechanisms. 


II. AWARD INFORMATION AND APPLICATION EVALUATION AND SCORING

The U.S. government may issue one award resulting from this NOFO to those responsible applicants whose application is the most responsive to the goals and objectives set forth in this NOFO.  The U.S. government may (a) reject any or all applications, and/or (b) waive informalities and minor irregularities in applications received. 

The U.S. government may make an award on the basis of initial applications received without discussion or negotiations.  Therefore, applications should contain the applicant’s best terms from a cost and technical standpoint.  

It is U.S. Department of State policy that English is the official language of all documents.  U.S. dollar is the controlling currency.  Proposal and related supporting documents must be in English and accompanying budget in U.S. dollars. 

Applicants should note that the following criteria will serve as a standard against which all applications will be evaluated.  Department of State will issue an award to the applicant whose proposal represents the best value to the U.S. Government on the basis of technical merit, efficient use of U.S. government funds, and satisfactory organizational capacity.  In addition, each application will be evaluated and scored on the Proposal Components using a 100-point scale by a peer review committee of Department of State.  

AF will conduct a merit review of all eligible applications as outlined in this NOFO.  Applications will be reviewed by an independent review panel consisting of qualified representatives from other DOS bureaus and offices or Posts.  Final approval resides with the DOS Grants Officer.

Based on eligible applications that are responsive to the requirements outlined above, the review panel will use the following criteria when rating proposals: 

Quality of Project Idea (Total Possible 25 points) 
· Responsive to the solicitation and appropriate in the South Sudan context; 
· Appropriate partners and expertise (both local and international) are included in the project approach to effectively implement the project; 
· Direct connection established between proposed activities and the desired results, tying back to the overall project objectives; 
· Specific and relevant technology sub-themes and capacity place participants in appropriate sector incubators
· Exhibits originality, prioritizes innovation, but is feasible. 

Project Planning/Ability to Achieve Objectives (Total Possible 10 points)
· Activities are developed and detailed.  Objectives are clear, specific, attainable, measurable results-focused and placed in a reasonable time frame; 
· Flexibility and ability to adapt based  the administering bureau’s feedback is addressed; 
· Describes the division of labor among the direct applicant, any partners, and any potential sub-grantees; addresses how the project will engage or obtain support from relevant stakeholders; and identifies local partners where appropriate. 

Past Performance and Continuity of Efforts (Total Possible 35 points)

· The applicant demonstrates a proven record of successful projects and past performance in East and Central Africa in the area of capacity building assistance, specifically in the development, execution, and implementation of arms trafficking research strategies/action plans, and regional frameworks for supporting information dissemination and policy adaptation;   
· The proposal clearly articulates how previous related arms trafficking research efforts in the region will be considered, utilized, and incorporated into the project’s approach; 
· The proposal incorporates existing arms trafficking best practices, approaches, research and subject matter expertise. 

Cost Effectiveness (Total Possible 10 points)

· The overhead and administration of the proposal, including salaries and honoraria, are explained and justified for the work involved; 
· All budget items are allocable, reasonable and necessary and linked to program objectives and demonstrate efficient use of U.S. government funds. 

Note:  Cost share is not required.  Applicants may offer cost share, however cost share will not be considered or factored in when proposals are reviewed.

Project Monitoring and Evaluation (Total Possible 10 points)

· The Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Plan includes: 
· Narrative explaining how monitoring and evaluation will be carried out and who will be responsible for monitoring and evaluation activities; 
· Table listing by project objectives the output- and outcome-based performance indicators with baselines and (yearly and cumulative) targets; data collection tools; data sources; types of data disaggregation, if applicable; and frequency of monitoring and evaluation. 

Multiplier Effect/Sustainability of Impact (Total Possible 10 points)
· Clearly delineates how elements of the project will have a multiplier effect and be sustainable beyond the life of the grant. 


APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION:
Please refer to the Proposal Submission Instructions (PSI) for more information and complete instructions on how to apply to this NOFO, including information on proposal’s content and formatting.  Please use both the PSI and the announcement to ensure that the proposal submission is in full compliance with the requirements. Proposal submissions that do not meet all of the requirements outlined in the NOFO and PSI will NOT be considered.  



FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION:

Pursuant to 2 CFR 200.400 g, it is U.S. Department of State policy not to award profit under assistance instruments. 

Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of an application.  In addition, a final award cannot be made until funds have been fully appropriated, allocated, and committed through internal Bureau of African Affairs procedures.  While it is anticipated that these procedures will be successfully completed, potential applicants are hereby notified of these requirements and conditions for award.  Applications are submitted at the risk of the applicant. All preparation and submission costs are at the applicant’s expense.

It is the responsibility of the recipient of this NOFO to ensure that it has been recorded as received by Grants.gov in its entirety.  Incomplete applications will be considered ineligible. No after-the-deadline submissions (via email or fax) for missing documents will be accepted.

The Department of State bears no responsibility for data errors resulting from transmission or conversion processes associated with electronic submissions. 

The Federal award signed by the Grants Officer is the only authorizing document. 

Reporting Requirements
[bookmark: _GoBack]Recipients will, at a minimum, be required to submit Quarterly Progress Reports and Quarterly Financial Reports (SF-425) describing key activities undertaken during the preceding month towards accomplishment of the stated objectives.  Progress Reports will compare actual to planned performance and indicate the progress made in accomplishing each assistance award task/goal noted in the grant agreement and will contain analysis and summary of findings, both quantitative and qualitative, for key indicators.  Financial Reports provide a means of monitoring expenditures and comparing costs incurred with progress.  

NOTE:  It is Department of State policy that English is the official language of all documents.  If reports or any supporting documents are provided in both English and a foreign language, it must be stated in each version that the English language version is the controlling version.  
U.S. dollar is the controlling currency.  

Mandatory disclosures (2 CFR 200.113)
The non-federal entity or applicant for a federal award must disclose, in a timely manner, in writing to the federal awarding agency or pass-through entity all violations of federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the federal award.  Non-federal entities that have received a Federal award including the term and condition outlined in Appendix XII of the 2 CFR 200—Award Term and Condition for Recipient Integrity and Performance Matters are required to report certain civil, criminal, or administrative proceedings to SAM.  Failure to make required disclosures can result in any of the remedies described in §200.338 Remedies for noncompliance, including suspension or debarment.

Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS)
A federal awarding agency, prior to making a federal award will  review and consider any information about the applicant that is in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM (currently FAPIIS) (see 41 U.S.C. 2313). Applicant, at its option, may review information in the designated integrity and performance systems accessible through SAM and comment on any information about itself that a Federal awarding agency previously entered and is currently in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through www.sam.gov. Federal awarding agency will consider any comments by the applicant, in addition to the other information in the designated integrity and performance system, in making a judgment about the applicant's integrity, business ethics, and record of performance under Federal awards when completing the review of risk posed by applicants as described in §200.205 Federal awarding agency review of risk posed by applicants.


OTHER INFORMATION

Applicant organizations must demonstrate adherence to equal opportunity employment practices and commitment to non-discrimination with respect to beneficiaries. Non-discrimination includes equal treatment without regard to race, religion, ethnicity, gender, and political affiliation.  Applicants are reminded that U.S. Executive Orders and U.S. law prohibits transactions with or support to individuals or organizations associated with terrorism. 

Proposals that reflect any type of support for any member, affiliate, or representative of a designated to terrorist organization or narcotics trafficker, including elected members of government, will NOT be considered. This provision must be included in any sub‐awards/sub-contracts issued under this award.


III. ELIGIBLITY INFORMATION


Applications must:

· Demonstrate past performance, experience, and expertise in implementing Arms Trafficking and research. 
· Demonstrate in-depth understanding of the political landscapes, sensitivities, history and culture of countries in East and Central Africa.
· Narrate a clear understanding of the nexus between proposed activities and the drivers of conflict in the region
· Identify how current projects, programs, and institutions related to arms trafficking will impact, and be integrated into the South Sudan peace process.
· Applicants should emphasize the development of an institutional framework, training, and technical approach that encourages transparency and collaboration. 
· Applicants should also identify ways to engage with the array of civil society actors, international nongovernmental organizations, public international organizations, and other key stakeholders.  


IV. AGENCY CONTACTS

Any prospective applicant desiring an explanation or interpretation of this NOFO must request it in writing by the deadline for questions specified in the cover letter to allow a reply to reach all prospective applicants before the submission of their applications. Any information given to a prospective applicant concerning this NOFO will be furnished promptly to all other prospective applicants as a Questions and Answers attachment to this NOFO, if that information is necessary in submitting applications or if the lack of it would be prejudicial to any other prospective applicants.

Any questions concerning this NOFO must be submitted in writing by email to the Bureau of African Affairs to Mia Hayes (HayesMD@state.gov) and Suleyman Konte (KonteSG@state.gov), with the project title, the opportunity number, and your organization’s name in the subject line.
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