U.S. Embassy in Skopje, North Macedonia
Notice of Funding Opportunity
 

Program Office:  Public Affairs Section (PAS)
Title:  Media Mentorship Program 2020
Opening date:  March 30, 2020
Opportunity number:  SMK800-20-PAS005
Application Deadline:  May 30, 2020

Summary of Award Information
	Type of Award
	Cooperative Agreement/Grant

	FY
	20

	Approximate total funding
	$100,000

	Approximate number of awards
	1

	Anticipated Award Date
	July 2020

	Anticipated Project Completion Date
	September 2021, with option for renewal


 
This notice is subject to availability of funding. 
Summary:
The U.S. Embassy in Skopje Public Affairs Section invites non-profit/non-governmental organizations to develop and implement a series of workshops for young journalists from the Republic of North Macedonia.
Demonstrated expertise in developing and implementing media training programs is required.  A broad pool of media contacts and established relationships with potential media trainers/coaches will be considered favorably.
Program Description and Requirements:
The U.S. Embassy seeks media program proposals that promote a strong, free and independent media by achieving the following Program Objectives:

· Introduce journalists to new skills and trends in reporting;
· Strengthen the ability of journalists to identify disinformation tactics and build skills to expose disinformation;
· Expose participants to digital tools and educate them about digital security;
· Analyze challenges and explore opportunities created by new media;
· Encourage creation of original and high-quality content; and
· Present journalists with case studies and hands-on experiences to encourage critical analysis and train them to become fluent storytellers.

The program should include selection of a cohort of 15-25 journalists under the age of 35.  The grantee should plan 9 to 12 workshops in North Macedonia for this cohort, with a total mentoring program period of 9-15 months.  
Cost amendments or option years are subject to the availability of funding.
Workshops should be in-person, with virtual or in-person speakers from North Macedonia, the region and the United States who are experts on the given topic of the workshop.  Possible speakers include, but are not limited to, alumni of U.S. government-sponsored media programs in North Macedonia.
The grantee is expected to plan and implement a capstone event at the end of the program to reach a larger audience.
The program timeline will be developed in coordination with U.S. Embassy Skopje.
Proposals must demonstrate a commitment towards the support and inclusion of marginalized communities (including disability status, race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, whether they live in a rural or urban setting, etc.).  Proposals from U.S. institutions should identify potential local sub-grantees.
The application should:
· Address how the project will contribute to the objectives listed above;
· Enumerate specific outputs and outcomes to be achieved by the end of the grant period;
· Describe American content and/or involvement in the project;
· Clearly specify the audiences to be reached and the geographic locations of program activities, and proposed programs in multiple locations, should explain how that will be accomplished;
· Explain how programs and activities will be monitored and evaluated;
· Describe how elements of the project will have a multiplier effect or be sustainable beyond the life of the grant;
· Include a traditional and/or social media plan for marketing or advertising program activities and outcomes; and
· Demonstrate competency to manage all financial and oversight aspects of the project, including participant costs and transparent arrangements of sub-grant relationships with partner organizations, if applicable.

[bookmark: _Hlk28932846]Eligible Applicants:
Eligibility is limited to non-profit/nongovernmental organizations.  For-profit organizations are not eligible to apply.

Technically eligible submissions are those which:
1) Arrive electronically to SkopjeGrants@state.gov  by the designated deadline;
2) Have heeded all instructions contained in the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) and the Application Guidelines, including length and completeness of submission; and
3) Do not violate any of the guidelines stated in the solicitation and this document.
Unique entity identifier (DUNS) and System for Award Management (SAM):
In order to be eligible to receive an award, all organizations whose proposals were selected must have a Dun & Bradstreet Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number, a NATO Commercial and Government Entity (NCAGE) code, and be registered in the System for Award Management (SAM) prior to submitting an application.  NOTE:  This process can take weeks/months, especially for non-U.S. applicants.

Applicants may acquire DUNS numbers at no cost by calling the dedicated toll-free DUNs number request line at 1-866-705-5711 or by requesting a number online at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform.  Non-U.S. based applicants may request a NCAGE code at https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/scage/CageList.aspx.   SAM is the official, free on-line registration database for the U.S. Government. Registration in SAM is free: https://sam.gov/SAM/.

Cost share:
Cost share is not required for this application.

Required Documents
Applicants must include the following in the proposal submission. All submissions must be in English.
· Application Guidelines(PDF 271kb)
· Application Form
· Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424)
· Budget Information for Non-Construction Programs (SF-424A)
· Assurances (SF-424B)
· Detailed budget in Excel
· Registration
· Other supporting documents (CVs, relevant MOUs, Audits etc.)

[bookmark: _Hlk28933086][bookmark: _Hlk28932701]Content and Form of Application Submission:
Any prospective applicant who has questions concerning the contents of this NOFO should submit them by email to the Embassy Skopje Grants Team at SkopjeGrants@state.gov.  Please clearly refer to the funding opportunity number in the email’s subject line (SMK800-20-PAS005) and submit the application at SkopjeGrants@state.gov.  Any updates about this NOFO will also be posted on www.grants.gov.

Performance Monitoring and Evaluation:
· Include a theory of change and clearly define expected outcome indicators.
· Discuss how progress towards the expected outcomes will be measured.
· Complete applications will include a detailed plan (both a narrative and table) of how the project’s progress and impact will be monitored and evaluated throughout the project.  Incorporating a well-designed monitoring and evaluation component into a project is one of the most efficient methods of documenting the progress and results (intended and unintended) of a project.

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

