Questions for NOFO Opportunity Number: SFOP0007434
January 5, 2021
1.  Could you kindly provide additional guidance on eligibility of construction expenditures for this award? 

INL will consider small construction activities that are less than $750k and are a smaller part of supporting a larger program.  

2. Please can you confirm that ‘double spacing’ is required? This seems to be very few words on a 2 page document. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Per the NOFO it states for all application documents, please ensure that all Microsoft Word documents are double-spaced or single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font, with a minimum of 1-inch margins.
3.  Is it eligible to include Zimbabwe?

Yes, it seems that Zimbabwe is allowed this time! We may hear something different in the future but as of now we can review applications from there. 
4.  It states that eligible applicants have been limited to nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education. XXX is a for-profit company.

Public International Organizations (PIOs) and For-Profit Organizations are excluded from applying to this grant announcement.
5.  Re: Somalia. Given that this is not listed as countries that are excluded in the NOFO, are we to presume that Somalia is eligible?

Upon further inspection we will not be able to fund programs in Somalia.
6. Within the" wildlife trafficking" definition, are fisheries crimes considered to be a priority?

If there is evidence of trafficking of marine species, then it can be considered.

 7.  I have a new strategy I want to propose that crosses all four areas that you have detailed. Can you give guidance on how to submit this?

At least one of the objectives should be addressed, addressing more than one would not disqualify an applicant.
8.  What counts as "proof that they are seeking non-profit status"?

Copy of confirmation email from the IRS that the application was received and pending. 

9.  How long are you able to delay award of the funding while the organization awaits approval of 501(c)(3) status?

Please be mindful that this is a Statement of Interest (SOI). Organizations may be recommended to submit a full proposal, in the second-stage, contingent upon our internal review of their submitted application to the SOI. If the applicant, with a pending 501 C3 status, is selected for funding during the second-stage, INL will then determine if a delay is needed. Applicants must have a 501-C3 status prior to receiving federal funding. 
10.  The call states that “Public International Organizations (PIOs) and For-Profit Organizations are excluded from applying.”  However, may PIOs or for-profit entities serve as sub-grantees to a nonprofit prime applicant?

PIOs cannot serve as sub-grantees to a nonprofit prime applicant for an INL grant. For-profit entities can serve as a vendor (sub-contractor) but not a sub-grantee. 

11.  Is there any possibility of delaying the January 6 deadline, given various holidays during this time?  

The SOI was posted in November to allow time for applicants to apply. We cannot delay the January 6th deadline at this time. 
12.  Can a PIO be a partner organization? The XX organization being the lead organization, with the PIO as a partner, or subcontractor?

PIOs (UNODC) cannot be a partner or sub-grantee/subcontractor on an INL grant. 
13.  Does the University of research institution need to be a 501 (c) (3) or would being a non-profit University qualify?

Both public and private institutions of higher education are eligible for this notice of funding opportunity.
14.  On that front, we wanted to know if the options below are acceptable:
· Subcontracting an independent consultant - Yes
· Subcontracting a for-profit intelligence firm - Yes
· Subcontracting and entity like XXX, which is an UN-Collaborating Rapid Response Center on Environment, Development, Peace, and Security - No

A sub-contractor provides goods and services that are needed to carry out the project. (Also referred to as a vendor). You can subcontract to a for-profit or independent accounting consultant for example. The entity XXX, whom is within the UN, cannot be a subcontractor on an INL project. 
15.  Can a PIO be a non-financial partner, meaning that they will implement the training but will not receive funds from the grant.  

No, the PIO cannot be a non-financial partner. 
16.  Can For-Profit Organizations be part of the constoria as long as the lead applicant is an organization eligible to apply?

A For Profit can be a subcontractor only. 
17.  XXX is interested in responding to the grant opportunity referenced above, but does not have the ability to do all of their due diligence before the current deadline due to holiday departures. 

Is there a chance that the solicitation deadline can be extended by two weeks?

The SOI was posted in November to allow time for applicants to apply. We cannot delay the January 6th deadline at this time. 
18.  DoS INL afford the opportunity to institutions to engage in this kind of research and development and would this current grant opportunity be a suitable vehicle for XXX to use as a platform in order to reach our goals?

INL does not usually support R&D projects during the concept or development phase.  INL would consider assisting applicants test/pilot their developed technologies in one or more of the target countries eligible in this funding opportunity.
19.  Can XXX pay per diems to government staff who will be attending workshops?

No. Paying a government employee, who is drawing a salary, a per diem on top of that salary to attend a workshop, INL will not pay for this expense. 
20.  As we received only one grant from the US (in 2000), is it acceptable to list grants received by other governments? (the RSOI mentioned this possibility only for those who never received US grants but we feel it is important to note grants of large funds received from other governments

Yes it’s acceptable. 



