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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD


This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement

	

	Project Title
	Assistance Agreement with Friends of Big Morongo Canyon Preserve

	Recipient
	Friends of Big Morongo Canyon Preserve

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager

	Greg Hill, Planning and Environmental Coordinator

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$48,000

	Cost Share
	Matching funds is not a requirement.  The Friends will provide in-kind, or contributed services.

	New Award or Continuation?
	Continuation

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Five years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Five years

	Award Instrument

	

	Statutory Authority
	Challenge Cost Share Appropriation Act. P.L. 101-512, states the Bureau is authorized hereafter to negotiate and enter into cooperative agreement with public and private agencies, organizations, institutions, and individuals, to implement challenge cost share programs.

	CFDA # and Title
	

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited

	Under criteria (B) Continuation and criteria (D) Unique Qualifications. This agreement would be a continuation of the existing Assistance Agreement, which expired in FY08, funded under Challenge Cost Share.  The Friends have provided assistance to the BLM for over 10 years, are a local organization, and are uniquely qualified, through experience and volunteer support capacity, and through their association with other local organizations, to continue performing support to the BLM and the Big Morongo Canyon Preserve.

	BLM  Point of Contact

	Greg Hill, Planning and Environmental Coordinator


OVERVIEW


The Big Morongo Canyon Preserve is 30,000 acre ACEC managed by the BLM Palm Springs-South Coast Field Office.  The Preserve is an important oasis in the Mojave Desert and attracts bird watchers and hikers from throughout the US.  The Friends of Big Morongo Canyon Preserve (Friends) will assist BLM by providing support for on-site interpretive programs, an environmental education program for the local school districts, classroom supplies, interpretive and information publications and signing, web site, drinks, food, and snacks for BLM volunteers, and support for special functions and activities at the Preserve, such as National Trails Day and other events.  This project is needed to provide a visitor services and education program at the Preserve and meet the requirements of the Big Morongo Canyon ACEC management plan.  Deliverables are all the above support items listed above, as requested by BLM on an on-going basis.
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
A. 
 The Friends agrees to:

(1)  Perform activities required to maintain the Preserve visitor services program:

Operate the donation box at the Preserve and use the monies for interpretive and visitor purposes associated with the Preserve.

Recruit and train BLM volunteers to assist with visitor services, including interpretive programs, special events, trail maintenance, and facilities maintenance.

Provide water, drinks, snacks, or food for volunteers as part of daily programs or special events.


(2)
Manage and/or perform activities required to maintain an interpretive and education program: 
Design, develop and present interpretive and educational programs, tours, and walks that meet BLM standards and guidelines.



Design, develop and produce informational materials including handouts, maps, trail guides, bird lists, etc.

Recruit, manage, and train BLM volunteer docents to lead interpretive tours and programs.

Prepare teacher packets of materials and train teachers to lead their own classes through the Preserve. 

Prepare and present both on-site and off-site environmental education programs that focus on the resources of the Preserve and meet California State curriculum requirements.

BLM  INVOLVEMENT



Substantial involvement on the part BLM is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular, BLM will be responsible for the following:

1.
 Assume responsibility for managing volunteers, including liability, safety, and overall supervision.

2.
Provide direction to the Friends for program development, project design, and training guidelines that meet BLM standards and policy.

3.
Meet quarterly with the Friends to review management goals and accomplishments for the Preserve/ACEC.

4.
Provide payments to the Friends under Section VI., Financial Support, and Section VII., Payments, of this agreement and applicable OMB and Treasury Regulations.

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:



(4) Unique Qualifications

Single Source Justification Description:

The vision for Big Morongo Canyon Preserve/ACEC is to establish a partnership-managed preserve. Since BLM assumed management responsibility for the Preserve from The Nature Conservancy in 1995, another non-profit 501 (c) (3) association, the Friends of Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, has assisted the Bureau in all aspects of visitor services, interpretation, and environmental education,  including signs, displays, and brochures. Through cooperative efforts, tens of thousands of dollars have been contributed by the Friends to provide programs, materials, labor, services, and interpretive displays within the Preserve. The BLM and the Friends wish to continue this cooperative effort, which has helped to make Big Morongo Canyon Preserve/ACEC a showcase for the potential that can be achieved through partnerships.
Under criteria (2) Continuation, (4) Unique Qualifications.  This agreement would be a continuation of the existing Assistance Agreement, which expired in FY08, funded under Challenge Cost Share.  The Friends have provided assistance to the BLM for over 10 years, are a local organization, and are uniquely qualified, through experience and volunteer support capacity, and through their association with other local organizations, to continue performing support to the BLM and the Big Morongo Canyon Preserve.    

 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY


Legislative authority to enter into an assistance agreement; Challenge Cost Share Appropriation Act. P.L. 101-512, states the Bureau is authorized hereafter to negotiate and enter into cooperative agreement with public and private agencies, organizations, institutions, and individuals, to implement challenge cost share programs. 

�THIS DOCUMENT IS USDI’s TEMPLATE FOR SINGLE SOURCE ANNOUNCMENTS – Comment Balloons provide guidance.  Remove all comments prior to Posting.


�FOA Number on Grants.gov


�Recipient’s PI or Program Manager - Must be indicated in every NOI


�Grant or Cooperative Agreement


�Fill in with number in parenthesis and short title – such as (4) Unique Qualifications


�Should match Synopsis POC


�The overview should be succinct (1-2 paragraphs) and provide the reader a summary of the proposed project – including such information as location, if part of a larger project or effort – a brief background, need / problem this project is designed to address, etc.


�This section should provide a summary of the recipient’s activities to be funded by the award.  It must be detailed enough for the public to understand, yet CANNOT include any proprietary information.


�This section must communicate BLM’s responsibilities under the award.  If the proposed award is a cooperative agreement, then this section should explain, in sufficient detail, BLM’s substantial involvement.  If a grant – may just state technical assistance when requested and federal stewardship responsibilities such as monitoring project performance, etc


�Required Language.  Immediately following this statement, the NOI must indicate the number and short title of the criterion or criteria (In all caps, Blue Font and Bold)


�This award-specific explanation should be comprehensive and specific.  The written justification must specifically address the criterion or criteria indicated above as well as provide enough information to clearly explain why BLM chose not to allow all eligible applicants to compete for this award.  Inclusion of additional detail outside that which meets the criteria is highly suggested as well.  





Further,  the justification must dispel any concerns related to a possible appearance of impropriety.  


�This section must cite the statutory authority as well as provide the language from the particular section cited.
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