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March 4, 2009

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS NO. USAID-RUSSIA-DI-09-0001-RFA – 
Mainstreaming of Human, Social, and Civil Rights Project in Russia

AMENDMENT NO. 1
The subject RFA is hereby modified as follows:
1.
Under Section IV, E. Application Preparation guidelines, 2. Cost Application Format, Mandatory Certifications and Assurances, PART I, delete “Certification of compliance with standard provisions entitled “Condoms” and “Prohibition on the Promotion or Advocacy of the Legalization or Practice of Prostitution or Sex Trafficking””.

Add the following after ANNEX D:

“ANNEX E

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR RFA NO. USAID-RUSSIA-DI-09-0001-RFA
Question:  Under Section III, Part. B, “Local Registration,” the RFA states that:  “All local institutions or affiliates of international organizations must be registered as a legal entity in Russia.”  Our organization is not currently registered in Russia.  If we were to join in with other implementers that are registered in Russia in a joint proposal would this meet your requirement?
Answer:  The requirement is not a USAID requirement.  The requirement is a Russian prerequisite for an international organization to legally operate in Russia.  If the prime organization is registered to operate in Russia and another organization is providing occasional technical assistance from outside Russia, then the second organization might not need to register as a legal entity in Russia.  In the absence of specific details, we are unable to provide any more specific guidance.  Please note that if the prime organization is Russian, payment to legal entities outside Russia becomes problematic.
Question:  Page 10 of the RFA states that "Project activities shall not take place in the North Caucasus." Does "North Caucasus" refer specifically to the North Caucasus oblasts, or to a broader area?  Beyond the North Caucasus, are there areas of ethnic tension that should be avoided?
Answer:  For purposes of this RFA only, the North Caucasus includes: Karachay-Cherkessia, Kabardino-Balkaria, North Ossetia-Alania, Ingushetia, Chechnya, and Dagestan.  There are no other areas to be avoided for purposes of this RFA.
 
Question:  On page 20 of the guidelines there is a reference to the Certifications we must submit, one of which is a “Certification of Compliance with standard provision entitled "Condoms" and "Prohibition on the Promotion or Advocacy of the Legalization or Practice of Prostitution or Sex Trafficking””. I have gone through the entire application package and I just don't see it. 
Question:  Page 20 of the RFA lists the following as a required certification:  "Certification of Compliance with standard provisions entitled 'Condoms' and 'Prohibition on the Promotion 
or Advocacy of the Legalization or Pratice of Prostitution or Sex Trafficking."  This certification is not included with others in Annex A.  Is this certification required to be included the application?  

Answer: No.
Question:  On p. 21 under the Budget Narrative, Part iv) Equipment: We have noticed your requirement of specifying the manufacturer of equipment. Does it mean that you ask us to identify the manufacturer in the project proposal? Or are you looking for a list of potential manufacturers so as not to jeopardize the competitiveness of procurement?
Answer:  This information, if known at the time of application, is requested in order to ensure that applicants are not proposing to purchase equipment not complying with the authorized geographic codes or, if they are, that they have noted the need for a waiver.  
Question:  On p. 22 under Budget Narrative, Part vii) Subcontracts/Subwards/Consultants: We have noticed the requirement of including the resume of all consultants in the proposal. Usually following the project approval we launch a request for proposal for the required consultants to fulfill the requirement for best value for money. Please confirm that by identifying the consultant in the proposal we are not required to launch a competitive bid.
Answer:  There is no requirement in this section to provide resumes for consultants.  There is a requirement to provide sufficient information to support the reasonableness of the costs proposed which does not necessarily require identification of consultants.
Question:  Section VI Award and Administration information, paragraph 5A Authorized Geographic Code: Please confirm that Russia is an eligible country for procurement and services under the proposed award.
Answer:  Russia is one of the countries in Geographic Code 110 and is therefore authorized for procurement of goods and services under this award.
Question:  In your opinion, would [sic] be a qualified candidate to apply for Grant DI-09-0001-RFA “Mainstreaming of Human, Social, and Civil Rights Project?
Answer:  We are unable to answer this question.
Question:  Does your project consider supporting outstanding Russian high school students to participate to a Future World Leaders Summit Program in July in Washington, D.C.?
Answer:  No.
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