U.S. Embassy in Skopje, North Macedonia
Notice of Funding Opportunity

Program Office:  Public Affairs Section (PAS)

Title:  Municipal-Level Tabletop Exercise

Opening date:  May 15, 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Application Deadline:  June 28, 2019

Summary of Award Information
	Type of Award
	Cooperative Agreement/Grant

	FY
	19

	Approximate total funding
	$75,000

	Approximate number of awards
	1

	Anticipated Award Date
	July 2019

	Anticipated Project Completion Date
	August 2020



Summary:  
The U.S. Embassy in Skopje Public Affairs Section invites U.S. and North Macedonia-based non-profit/non-governmental organizations to develop and implement municipal-level tabletop exercises to help build and strengthen municipal response mechanisms to violent extremism and terrorism. 

Countering violent extremism (CVE) is a key pillar of a comprehensive and sustainable counterterrorism (CT) strategy. CVE refers to actions intended to reduce the ability of violent extremists to radicalize, recruit, and mobilize followers to violence and to change the conditions that are conducive to the spread of violent extremist recruitment and radicalization of individuals or communities.

Program Description and Requirements:  
The U.S. Embassy seeks program proposals that will develop and implement a series of tabletop exercises (fictional case studies) in 3 to 6 municipalities in North Macedonia, in cooperation with the U.S. Embassy in Skopje, the National Committee for Countering Violent Extremism and Countering Terrorism, and other stakeholder organizations in North Macedonia.  The exercises should walk municipal stakeholders in 3 to 6 different cities through fictional case study examples of radicalization.  The exercises should help stakeholders determine possible interventions, identify local needs, build relationships across different fields and areas of responsibility, and to help cities to address terrorist recruitment and issues related to returning foreign fighters.  Successful program proposals will also take steps to strengthen local multi-stakeholder networks to address community vulnerabilities, terrorist recruitment, and rehabilitation, and help to connect leaders in key municipalities with national CVE and CT efforts and organizations.  The awardee should coordinate this activity with other ongoing activities to strengthen local level CVE efforts.

Program Priorities:
· Developing exercise scenarios and selecting sites in close cooperation with partner organizations;
· Managing all logistics for implementation of the series of exercises;
· Building capacity of stakeholders at the municipal level to address extremist recruitment and the pathways to radicalization;
· Helping local and national stakeholders identify local needs to address extremist recruitment and threats of radicalization to violent extremism. 

The application should:
· Address how the project will contribute to the priorities listed above;
· Enumerate specific outputs and outcomes to be achieved by the end of the grant period;
· Describe any American content and/or involvement in the project;
· Clearly specify the audiences to be reached and the geographic locations of program activities, why those locations were selected, and/or explain how that will be accomplished;
· Explain how programs and activities will be monitored and evaluated;
· Describe how elements of the project will have a multiplier effect or be sustainable beyond the life of the grant;
· Demonstrate competency to manage all financial and oversight aspects of the project, including participant costs and transparent arrangements of sub-grant relationships with partner organizations, if applicable.

Eligible Applicants:
Eligibility is limited to U.S. and North-Macedonia-based non-profit/nongovernmental organizations.  For-profit organizations are not eligible to apply.

Technically eligible submissions are those which: 
1) Arrive electronically to www.grants.gov or mk.usembassy.gov by the designated deadline; 
2) Have heeded all instructions contained in the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), including length and completeness of submission; and 
3) Do not violate any of the guidelines stated in the solicitation and this document.

Unique entity identifier (DUNS) and System for Award Management (SAM):
Each applicant is required to: (i) Be registered in SAM before submitting its application; (ii) provide a valid unique entity identifier in its application; and (iii) continue to maintain an active SAM registration with current information at all times during which it has an active Federal award or an application or plan under consideration by a Federal awarding agency.

Cost share:
Cost share is not required for this application.

Required Documents
Applicants must include the following in the proposal submission. All submissions must be in English.
· Application Guidelines (PDF 271kb)
· Application Form (Word.doc … Download Microsoft Office Word)
· Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 (PDF 912kb)
· Budget Information for Non-Construction Programs (SF-424A) (PDF 316KB)
· SF424B-V1.1_Assurances (PDF 115KB)
· Detailed budget in excel
· Court Registry
· Other supporting documents (CVs, registration, MOUs etc.)

Content and Form of Application Submission:
Any prospective applicant who has questions concerning the contents of this NOFO should submit them by email to the Embassy Skopje Grants Team at SkopjeGrants@state.gov.  Please refer to the funding opportunity number. Any updates about this NOFO will also be posted on www.grants.gov.

Performance Monitoring and Evaluation:
Complete applications will include a detailed plan (both a narrative and table) of how the project’s progress towards the expected results and impact will be monitored, measured, and evaluated throughout the project. Incorporating a well-designed monitoring and evaluation component into a project is one of the most efficient methods of documenting the progress and results (intended and unintended) of a project.




