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Indo-Pacific Infrastructure Mapping Project
 Question and Answers #1
Q: Is it required to have a security clearance prior to applying for this opportunity? Would we be allowed to apply for a security clearance after applying for the award?

A:  As stated in Section C.3. of the NOFO and given the sensitive nature of the project, the recipient must, at a minimum, have a personnel security clearance issued by the Defense Security Service (DSS) at the SECRET level or a Moderate Risk Public Trust (MRPT) determination conducted by the Personnel Security and Suitability Office, (PSS) Department of State for non-US citizens. Interested organizations must 
have an active security clearance at the time of application – the U.S. Department of State is 
unable to provide sponsorship. 

Q: Can you provide more information on the geographic scope of the project and the tools required to complete the project?
A: As stated in Section A.4. of the NOFO, countries that may be included as necessary to fulfill the scope of this NOFO are Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Fiji, Indonesia, India, Kiribati, Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Mongolia, Micronesia, Nauru, Nepal, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and Vietnam.  Please consult Section A.4. for additional information on the types of activities and deliverables required by this NOFO. EAP defers to the applicant on the types of data collection tools they intend to use to fulfill the requirements of the project as outlined in the NOFO.
Q: Are there other organizations that have expressed interest in this NOFO? Can we partner with those organizations and jointly submit an application?
A: EAP cannot disclose any information regarding an organization’s interest in applying for this NOFO. Applicants are free to include sub-grantees that they intend to collaborate with to complete the activities and requirements as outlined in the NOFO. Costs related to sub-granting should clearly be accounted for in the overall budget for this NOFO.
Q: Can we apply to engage solely with one country? 
A: Applicants may not apply to engage solely with one country. Desired applicant must be capable and willing to engage with all listed countries.
Q: Can the application be structured in a way where the members with the security clearance do the security-cleared required work and those without, focus on the technical infrastructure work?
A: While we will weight proposals in which all implementers have necessary clearances, we welcome proposals in which joint applicants provide unclassified and classified reports.  However, the proposal must demonstrate how these reports can be coordinated without risking spillage.  One way to do this that could be considered may be for the implementer without clearance to survey infrastructure projects, while the implementer with clearance applies State’s internal criteria for project selection and risk assessment.






