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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	

	Project Title
	BLM CA El Centro UDG MLR Agreement

	Recipient
	United Desert Gateway

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Nicole Nicholas -Gilles

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$20,000.00 X 5 Years ($100,000.00)

	Cost Share
	$$20,000.00 X 5 Years ($100,000.00) In-kind Services

	New Award or Continuation?
	Continuation

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	5 years

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	FLPMA

	CFDA # and Title
	15.224

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	4: Unique Qualifications

	BLM  Point of Contact
	Judy Holden-Hughes


OVERVIEW
 The successful ongoing management of the BLM El Centro Field Office public lands is in part dependent on developing and fostering partnerships with the local communities, businesses, recreationalists, and other visitors.  These partnerships would allow BLM to reduce operating costs by fostering volunteer programs, financial support, development, coordination and implementation of public educational materials and other general programs which help the BLM meet its goals and objectives for management of the public lands.  This agreement would also provide for the transferring of funds for labor, equipment, and materials.   Specific deliverables would be defined through various projects that fall under this general agreement.
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
United Desert Gateway Initiative: The purpose of the Agreement is to develop support, communication and cooperation with Gateway Communities associated with BLM public lands managed by the El Centro Field Office. The management of public lands in the region presents a significant opportunity to build collaborative public land stewardship.  Through this agreement, the UDG, local counties, the off-highway vehicle (OHV) community, and other special interest groups involved in public land management, can continue to foster relationships to meet the objectives of the Bureau of Land Management. An active local community will also preserve the integrity and long-term sustainability of local BLM public lands.

BLM  INVOLVEMENT

Substantial involvement on the part BLM is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular, BLM will be responsible for the following:

The BLM will support and assist the UDG in providing guidance and direction for the development and preparation of designated projects as well as support and assist the UDG in reviewing all documents for accuracy and consistency, as well as ensure that the information and recommendations are consistent with sound resource management practices and BLM objectives.  The BLM will also support the development of public outreach and information for this project such as issuing press releases to provide information on this project.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications

Single Source Justification Description:

(1)  Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications

The UDG is a unique organization in the Imperial Valley, a non-profit group with ties to every major recreational organization, as well as local businesses and the Chamber of Commerce. Their promotion of safe OHV use on federal lands managed by the El Centro Field Office will be of critical assistance in helping the fruits of this research benefit the public. The UDG have provided assistance to the BLM El Centro Field Office for over 5 years, and they have a record of experience, infrastructure, and volunteer support capacity that has benefitted both BLM and the public. Because the research gained from this agreement will result in outreach and interpretation activities primarily benefitting OHV users and their families, the UDG is uniquely positioned to assist in that goal. No other organization will be able to target recreational users of federal land as effectively as UDG.  
STATUTORY AUTHORITY
Authority for BLM to enter into this agreement is contained in Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (Public Law 94-579, Section 307 (b)) which states: Subject to the provisions of applicable law, the Secretary may enter into contracts and cooperative agreements involving the management, protection, development, and sale of public lands.
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