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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Notice of Intent to Award is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following federal financial assistance project without full and open competition since full and open competition is not required for federal financial assistance projects (31 USC 6301(3); DOI 505 DM 2.2 & 2.13)


	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	[bookmark: _GoBack]P14AS00218

	Project Title
	Post-White-nose Syndrome Assessment of Bat Species Occupancy at Catoctin Mountain Park, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Manassas National Battlefield Park, and Prince William Forest Park

	Recipient
	Virginia Tech

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	W. Mark Ford
USGS Virginia Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Blacksburg, VA 24061-0321
540-231-5927 / wmford@vt.edu

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$65,000

	Cost Share
	N/A

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Period of Performance 
	15/08/14 to 15/01/16 

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	About 16 months

	Award Instrument
	Southern Appalachian Mountains CESU Cooperative/Task Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	16 USC §1a-2(j), 16 USC §5933 and the 1998 NPS Omnibus Act

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945  --  Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System (CESU)

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	
(4) Unique Qualifications 

	NPS Point of Contact
	


 PROJECT OVERVIEW

A. Project Objectives:
The cooperator will conduct observation-based, acoustic, and mist-net surveys of bats in 4 national parks.

Prior to the onset of white-nose syndrome (WNS) in Maryland (2010), the community assemblage of forested bats in National Capital Region (NCR) parks was well-known.  The only unique occurrence was the capture of a single Indiana bat, a Federally-listed species. 

WNS now occurs in 3 counties in Maryland and 19 counties in Virginia.  Because of WNS, three species that were formerly common on most NCR units during the maternity season and occasionally present during hibernation season (in caves), the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus) and the tri-colored bat (Perimyotis subflavus) are now of high conservation concern.  A proposed rule by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to list the northern long-eared bat as endangered (Federal Register § 78:61045-61080) will be finalized in the fall of 2014, and the little brown bat and tri-colored bat currently are undergoing status reviews that might lead to listing proposals.  Accordingly, NCR units now need to reassess presence/absence and habitat associations of these species of bat, particularly the proposed northern long-eared bat relative to NCR unit landscapes and land management activities.  This study includes four units:  Catoctin Mountain Park, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Manassas National Battlefield Park, and Prince William Forest Park.

B. Project Tasks: 
PROJECT TASK(S):
#1. Conduct acoustic bat surveys at 4 national parks at previously surveyed sites and at additional sites.  Particular emphasis will be placed on the northern long-eared bat during the spring arrival, summer maternity season and fall swarm.

#2. Determine the extent of use by bats of Harper’s Ferry Caverns, Harper’s Ferry Tailraces, and John Brown’s Cave as winter hibernacula.

#3. Incorporate NCR unit bat species presence/absence data into a larger multi-partner mid-Atlantic landscape- and smaller forest stand-level.
(a) predictive modeling effort of potential maternity season foraging and day-roosting habitat across various ecological conditions, spatial extents and temporal scales and 
(b) to identify data “gaps” that can be resolved in the current post-WNS conditions for the northern long-eared bat.

#4 The secondary objective of this project will be to determine day-roost tree or snag use by northern          long-eared bats at NCR units.  If sites with high frequency of northern long-eared bats activity are observed on NCR units (> 1 echolocation pass/hr), ad hoc/opportunistic mist-netting will be undertaken to catch specimens for radio-tagging and tracking to day-roosts.   Special emphasis will be given to efforts at Prince William Forest Park because of its proximity (and contrasting older-aged forest condition) to a comprehensive ongoing northern long-eared bat roost ecology study being conducted at Fort A.P. Hill.

The Cooperator will:

1. The Cooperator will collaboratively undertake project work titled “Post-White-nose Syndrome Assessment of Bat Species Occupancy at Catoctin Mountain Park, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Manassas National Battlefield Park, and Prince William Forest Park”
2. The Cooperator will appoint Dr. W. Mark Ford as Principal Investigator (PI); 
3. The Cooperator will conduct acoustic and trapping bat surveys at Catoctin, Manassas, and Prince William Forest National Parks.
4. The Cooperator will conduct acoustic, trapping, and observational bat surveys at Harpers Ferry National Park.
5. The Cooperator will incorporate NCR unit bat species presence/absence data into a larger multi-partner mid-Atlantic landscape- and smaller forest stand-level.
6. The Cooperator will conduct radio-tracking of northern myotis to study use of tree roosts.
7. The Cooperator will submit final reports to the parks and the NCR.	
8. The Cooperator will acknowledge the NPS and the Southern Appalachian CESU in any peer-reviewed publication generated from this project.

The NPS will:

1. The NPS will provide financial assistance to the Cooperator as provided in the Agreement
2. The NPS will designate Diane Pavek as the Agreement Technical Representative (ATR);
3. The NPS will assist with item(s) in Tasks #1 - #4 in the form of data, resources, information, personnel.
4. The NPS will provide a timely and comprehensive review of draft material.


C. Project Products: 
An annual report will be provided to the ATR on 15 March 2015.  Preferred format will be Word, Excel, and ArcView.  A draft final will be due on 15 December 2015 and the final report will be due on 15 January 2016. Preferred format will be Word, Excel, and ArcView.  All reports include copies of all paper data forms, electronic spreadsheet files, and electronic (JPG or TIFF, not embedded) photo files. Final reports will be sent to the park natural resource managers.  Park resource managers must approve the final report before the final payment is made.


D. Project Schedule: 
The period of performance will be from 15 August 2014 to 15 January 2016.  A master schedule for the project that denotes the milestones of products (including draft documents), project implementation phases and work periods.  This master schedule will be due at the project kick-off meeting.

July 2014: Kick-off meeting/conference call
December 2014: Quarterly progress report
March 2015: Quarterly progress report/post-cave survey conference call
June 2015: Quarterly progress report
September 2014: Quarterly progress report
December 2015: Draft final report
January 2016: Final report


E. Furnished Property / Other Considerations:
None


SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) recognizes competition is not required for a federal financial assistance award and at the same time requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for a single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	
505 DM 2.14 stipulates that a single-source federal financial assistance award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.






The National Park Service and Virginia Tech as members of the Southern Appalachian Mountains Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (SA-CESU) network are under a Cooperative Agreement which allows Virginia Tech to participate in specific tasks under task agreements with the National Park Service. 

The National Park Service intends to award a task agreement to Virginia Tech based on the following:   

(4) Unique Qualifications - This project starts a cooperative relationship between the USGS Virginia Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit and National Park Service, National Capital Region that will determine bat assemblages after the onset of white-nose syndrome.  

The cooperator possesses the technical expertise to perform forested bat surveys and bat surveys in caves and confined spaces.  The cooperator has been conducting forested bat surveys for 20 years and cave surveys for 15 years.  They are the one cooperator within 500 miles of the National Capital Region (NCR) who have the personnel and the time to devote to the project.  
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