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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	BLM-CA-09-NOI-0012

	Project Title
	Amargosa River Water Monitoring and Habitat Restoration 

	Recipient
	Amargosa Conservancy

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Brian Brown, Resource Advocate

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	NTE $95,000

	Cost Share
	Yes, at least 25% of BLM’s contribution

	New Award or Continuation?
	NEW

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 YEARS

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	09/15/2009 THROUGH 08/31/2014

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	FLPMA PL 94-579 sec 307 (a) and (b)

	CFDA # and Title
	15.231 FISH, WILDLIFE AND PLANT CONSEVATION RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	(4) Unique Qualifications

	BLM  Point of Contact
	Christina Lund (916)978-4638


OVERVIEW
Establish and monitor of a ground water monitoring network in the Carson Slough, Shoshone, and Tecopa areas and invasive species control and habitat restoration on public and adjoining private lands within the Amargosa River.  Amargosa Conservancy’s (AC) is a local land trust working solely in the Amargosa Region.  AC mission statement is to protect the land, water, and beauty of the Amargosa.  The goals of the AC are to:

· Make the Amargosa a priority for government land managers, and partner with them to accomplish goals of common interest 

· Build support for the Amargosa Conservancy in local communities and among others who love the Amargosa

· Promote awareness and support for conservation in the Amargosa region among political leaders in California and Nevada who represent the region at the national (Congress), state (legislature), and county (supervisors) levels 

· Control invasive species

· Gather essential data to gain a clearer understanding of the water resources of the Amargosa Basin 

· Partner with others to support economic sustainability that protects the land, water, and beauty of the Amargosa 

· Protect key conservation target properties in the Conservancy's area of interest through acquisition of conservation easements or outright purchase
· Ensure sound organizational operations and structures 

AC and BLM share many common, complementary and non-duplicative goals within the region.  This project will help both BLM and AC achieve their goals.  BLM is currently working in partnership with the AC in accordance to a pervious memorandum of understanding (MOU).    

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
AC will purchase piezometers, which they will own, maintain, and monitor.  AC will monitor all BLM and AC owned piezometers regularly and report the result to BLM, TNC, and USGS.  AC will also purchase materials and supplies to support the ongoing interagency invasive weed control project.  AC will also enter into private contracts for weed control on private lands where there is federal nexus.
BLM INVOLVEMENT
Substantial involvement on the part BLM is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular, BLM will be responsible for the following:
BLM will purchase, install, and own piezometers in Carson Slough.  BLM will provide materials, supplies, and project oversight to support the ongoing interagency invasive weed control project.  BLM will also enter into contracts for weed control on public lands and private lands where there is federal nexus.  BLM will provide technical guidance to AC and will facilitate the interagency Amargosa Restoration Group.  
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications

Single Source Justification Description:

The principle purpose of this project/program is to provide AC the opportunity to continue habitat restoration, weed control, and ground water monitoring in the Amargosa watershed.  AC is a private, non-profit land trust with and local presence in the Tecopa and Shoshone areas.  AC is locally based and because of the remoteness of the region, AC is uniquely situated for the project.  AC staff lives within the project area and have generational knowledge of the area and its issues.  AC staff has been engaged in habitat restoration ground water monitoring for the past five years.  AC also has existing, excellent relationships with the private land owners within the region, a requirement of successful control of weeds on the private lands that adjoin public land. 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY
FLPMA (PL 94-579 sec 307 (a) and (b) Section 307(a)) authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to conduct investigations, studies, and experiments in cooperation with others involving the management and protection of the public lands.  Section 307(b) authorizes the Secretary to enter into cooperative agreements involving the management and protection of public lands.  
BLM will use this authority to enter into a cooperative agreement with AC under which AC will conduct inventories, monitoring studies, and restoration efforts, including but not limited to the, invasive plant removal, habitat restoration, and ground water monitoring to assist in the protection and management of public lands.  The public will benefit from this agreement because the inventories, monitoring studies, and restoration efforts, including invasive plant removal, all promote healthy ecosystems.  This will ensure that these public lands are available in a proper natural state for future generations to view wildlife, camp, hike, and other activities.   
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