The applicant and subsequent award recipient organization will develop a job skills training and education program that includes cultural and natural resource conservation related projects such as trail development and maintenance, historic, cultural archeological conservation, and native fish, wildlife and plant habitat restoration and rehabilitation in Essex County, Vermont, and Coos County, New Hampshire.  This includes the enhancement of habitat conditions through the removal of abandoned structures and restoration of the site to native forest vegetation, the management of forest vegetation (e.g., precommercial thinning) to enhance habitat conditions for local wildlife populations; the posting and maintenance of refuge boundaries; the improvement of conditions along refuge nature trails and construction of new trail segments, and the maintenance of trails and other public use facilities.  These projects will be of public benefit to expose individuals to public service while furthering their understanding and appreciation of the Nation’s natural and cultural resources.  The award recipient will ensure that participants represent the inherent diversity of the surrounding communities and have opportunities for training in resource conservation and vocational skills including occupational safety.   The maintenance of public use facilities will occur year-round, while the larger outdoor projects, involving work crews will generally take place between May – December.  The award recipient will provide supervision, transportation, and tools for program participants.  

The Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) will develop a program involving cultural and natural resource conservation related projects such as trail development and maintenance, historic, cultural archeological conservation, and native fish, wildlife and plant habitat restoration and rehabilitation.  The Refuge will provide logistical, facility, and staff support while program enrollees are on-the-job and will also participate in overall project management and monitoring, will provide materials and equipment as available and necessary to perform projects on lands managed by the Refuge.  The award recipient and the Refuge will review and approve each phase of projects prior to the commencement of subsequent phases.  

Both parties, the award recipient and the Refuge agree to cooperate in the design and implementation of a program of conservation related projects, to utilize partners to assist with providing technical expertise for conservation projects, to undertake pre-project and closeout briefings for each project, to provide educational programs about work projects and resource management at the Refuge to increase the participants’ knowledge of environmental problems, natural and cultural resources, and Refuge stewardship of public lands and resources, and to create a cooperative partnership to maximize the benefits from the projects accomplished.

Please contact Mark_Maghini@fws.gov with questions at 802-962-5240 x112
