		              NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement Number
	P14AS00223

	Project Title
	Research & promote Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail experiences

	Recipient
	George Washington University

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. Kristin Lamoureux, Director
International Institute of Tourism Studies


	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$27,612

	Cost Share
	No

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	1 August 2014 – 15 January 2016

	Award Instrument 
	Cooperative Agreement P11AC30805 (Task Agreement)

	Statutory Authority 
	Section 8 of the National Trails System Act, codified at 16 U.S.C. § 1247(a); Section 101(d) of Div. A, Title I, of Pub. L. No. 104-208 (Sept. 30, 1996), codified at 16 U.S.C. § 1g

	CFDA # and Title 
	15.953 National Trails System

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited 
	 (4) Unique Qualifications 

	NPS ATR Point of Contact 
	Donald E. Briggs, Superintendent
Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail 

	
	













OVERVIEW

The project will conduct research for and implement a plan for coordinated promotion of Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail experiences among NPS partners.


STATEMENT OF JOINT OBJECTIVES/PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN

Both parties will co-chair discussions among Trail stakeholders; consult at least monthly on the project; and conduct site visits when deemed to be of mutual advantage.  

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

The Institute will draft and implement a work plan to:  research local and regional needs and opportunities to promote Trail-related experiences (e.g., National Trails Day, volunteer-lead events, tours, etc.) in a national and international context; consult on and coordinate promotion of a series of Trail-related events through the Trail network; provide a set of recommendations to sustain such coordination; provide the NPS Key Official with monthly status reports; and provide the NPS Key Official with a final report. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

Substantial involvement on the part of the National Park Service is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular, the National Park Service will be responsible for providing the Principal Investigator and/or designee(s), Institute for International Tourism Studies, George Washington University, (the Institute) with an overview of the Trail legislation, purpose of the Trail, NPS roles associated with administration of the Federal interest in the Trail network, and a description of recent efforts to promote the Trail network in partnership with marketing and management interests; review all draft documents developed by the Institute for the project; and provide opportunities for coordination between and among GWU staff and students, Trail-related tourism professionals, and Trail-related resource managers. 













SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	
In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose; 

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria: 




[bookmark: _GoBack]
(4) Unique Qualifications 

The GWU International Institute for Tourism Studies is recognized nationally and internationally for research and educational experience focused on nationally-significant resources and heritage tourism. Institute staff have evaluated heritage tourism-related Trail issues and consulted with Trail-related partners over the past 15 years, demonstrating an appropriate and high level of competency, expertise and detailed knowledge of Trail-related resources and heritage tourism partners.  
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