Questions and Answers 7/26/2023-Funding Opportunity SFOP0009864 Track One Point Five Dialogue 

1. Section D 2.1. 4 (Proposal narrative) indicates not to exceed 12 pages but then states.
Please note the ten-page limit…. Please clarify if the page limit for the Proposal Narrative is 10 or 12 pages.
a.	The page limit for the Proposal Narrative is 12 pages.  
2.	Page 2 of the NOFO indicates prioritization of “High Priority Countries” for the program. However, Annex 1 (Lists of Eligible Countries for the Program) lists as larger set of countries anticipated to be supported by FY22 and also states that “Applicants are expected to work in at least three distinct shared water areas in separate geographic regions. One shared water area must be in the Indo-Pacific Region”. Please clarify if applicants should be focusing on HPCs for each objective or if the focus should be on working exclusively in the three distinct shared water areas.
a.	We would encourage as many countries as possible (including the number of countries, range of participants across different sectors, and number of different geographic regions) to be included during the program’s operation, pulling from both the Eligible Countries list and the strategic priority countries list.
3. Appendix 1 states, “Applicants are expected to work in at least three distinct shared water areas in separate geographic regions." Can OES confirm that the applicant’s program design should identify countries of focus in each selected region and propose the scale of each regional focus in alignment with the program’s time and budget constraints?
0. Yes, the proposal should clarify which countries and geographic regions will be included in the program.  Beyond meeting the requirements and following the guidance included in the NOFO, the scope of the program design is up to the applicant. 

We would encourage as many countries as possible (including the number of countries, range of participants across different sectors, and number of different geographic regions) to be included during the program’s operation, pulling from both the Eligible Countries list and the strategic priority countries list.

