REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)’s Mission in Haiti is in the process of
designing a new Food Security and Resilience Activity. Given the critical nature of this activity,
USAID/Haiti is reaching out to all local stakeholders and interested parties, to obtain
comments/suggestions in order to incorporate new, innovative solutions on how to increase the
incomes of vulnerable households and communities in targeted regions in Haiti. Please see
Attachment 1 - Questions For Response.

By issuing this Request for Information (RFI), USAID/Haiti aims to consult with the broad
community of private sector actors, public institutions, development partners, non-governmental
organizations, industry associations, think tanks and academia, concerned with advancing food
security and resilience in Haiti. Your comments will be used to develop a design document that is
clear, maximizes development impact, facilitates coordination with existing and planned USAID
and other development partner programs, as well as aligns with the Government of Haiti’s
priorities.

The information contained within the RFI is intended solely as a thought-piece; ideas may change
significantly during the activity’s design and approval process. In addition, this RFI is issued solely
for information and planning purposes. It does not constitute a Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFO)/Request for Applications (RFA), an Annual Program Statement, a Request for Proposal,
a Request for Quotation, an Invitation for Bids, a Solicitation, or an indication that USAID/Haiti
will make an award from this RFI.

Responses to this RFI shall not be portrayed as applications and will not be accepted by the U.S.
Government (USG) to form a binding agreement. This RFI is not to be construed as a commitment
by the USG to issue any NOFO or ultimately award of an agreement on the basis of this RFI, or to
pay for any information submitted as a result of this request. Responders are solely responsible for
all expenses associated with responding to this RFI.

Responding to this RFI will not give any advantage to any firm or organization in any subsequent
procurement and will not lead to an organizational conflict of interest. Responses will strictly be

held confidential.

Responses (comments, suggestions, and enhancements) to this RFI are due 07 January 2020, 2:00
p.m. (Haiti time). To expedite our review and also be considerate of your time, please keep
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responses to no more than 3 pages in length, 12 pt font. Responses may be submitted in English,
Haitian Creole, or French. Please number each page consecutively. While the limit on the length
of submissions is 3 pages, we value concise, issue-specific comments. Please send responses to
this RFI via email to usaidhaitioaa@usaid.gov with the subject title “Request for Information
(RFI): USAID/Haiti Food Security and Resilience Activity”, no later than the date/time stated
above. You will only receive an electronic confirmation acknowledging receipt of your response.
No feedback or debrief will be provided on comments received. Phone calls or hard copy responses
will not be accepted.

Thank you for your assistance and interest in USAID/Haiti programming.

Sincerely,

Doanh Van,
Contracting/Agreement Officer
USAID/Haiti

Attachment: Questions for Response
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Attachment 1 - Questions for Response

Background

In 2016, Haiti was ranked 163 out of 168 countries on UNDP’s Human Development Index.
Agriculture is central to the Haitian economy, employing 60% of the population in rural areas.
However, it only generates less than 25% of the national GDP, and only 45% of the country’s food
needs are met by local production, while the deficit is covered by imports. The agriculture sector
in Haiti faces many challenges that include: decreasing investments in agricultural research and
technology, insufficient public policies, lack of enforceable property rights, scarcity of credit,
uncontrolled urbanization, decreasing size of Haitian farms, recurrent weather related chocks and
poor or non-existent rural infrastructure, all of which have constrained the efficient use of
agricultural production areas.

Haiti ranks as one of the countries with the highest exposure to multiple hazards, according to the
World Bank’s Natural Disaster Hotspot study. With 96% of its population living at risk, Haiti has
the highest vulnerability rating in terms of hurricanes among the region’s small island states (12.9
on a scale of 13). There is an urgent need to strengthen the ability of the Haitian people,
households, communities and systems to mitigate, adapt and recover from shocks and stresses.

Many farmers are smallholders that own an average of less than one hectare. They have limited
access to markets, very limited assets, including financial assets, and they are the most vulnerable
to shocks. They generally allocate 70% of their income to food and often use negative coping
strategies when stresses and shocks occur.

However, despite these constraints, Haiti may take advantage of several opportunities to develop
the agricultural sector, including the existence of a large urban market, a growing number of
investors willing to invest in profitable local market systems and the possibility to increase farm
productivity by introducing new technologies and better organizing the sector.

USAID/Haiti has had great success through its Feed the Future programs in supporting farmers’
well-being and resilience with broad-based extension services to integrate new technologies and
techniques; the restoration of watersheds; and increased access to market through private
investments in key value chains. The Mission is interested in exploring new, innovative, market-
driven and cost-effective solutions to help increase the income of vulnerable households and
communities in targeted regions of Haiti, through the enhancement of selected, high value chains,
the creation or strengthening of selected market systems that will improve the households’
performance and inclusiveness and foster inclusive, resilient growth and improved nutrition
outcomes.
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Using a market system approach, the new Food Security and Resilience activity will connect
smallholder farmers to markets and focus on strengthening selected market systems, building on
existing opportunities to an inclusive and resilient rural development. Efforts may include crop
productivity and diversification, livestock production including poultry and ruminants, postharvest
technologies, marketing and off-farm employment opportunities. This activity will also support a
national research and extension system that provides science-based information and assistance
needed to develop the selected market systems.

The theory of change underlying this effort is:

IF the capacity to manage risk is improved,

AND productive, profitable and inclusive agricultural systems are strengthened,
AND employment opportunities, especially for youth, are increased,

THEN, food security and resilience will improve.

Questions for Response

USAID seeks feedback in particular on the following questions:

1. What are the most promising and climate-resilient value chains in Haiti if we want to
support the following objectives: create inclusive economic growth, support private sector
investment, respond to market demand in urban areas, build resilience of the most
vulnerable groups - particularly women and youth - and improve nutrition outcomes?

2. What are the most promising market opportunities that decision makers can take advantage
of to promote resilient market systems involving farmers, the private sector, universities
and other stakeholders?

3. How can we build on lessons learned from value chain approaches promoted in the last
two decades to successfully take advantage of these opportunities and support inclusive
and sustainable rural development?

4. Can you present one to three agribusinesses that successfully grew in Haiti in the last 15
years, using a business model including a partnership with farmers? Why were they
successful despite the difficult business environment in Haiti?

5. What are the private entities (firms, associations, cooperatives, etc.) currently involved in
the marketing of the following locally produced commodities in the formal and informal
Haitian markets: vegetables, fruits, peanut butter, jelly, cereals, beans, chicken meat, eggs,
goat meat, beef, milk and dairy in general?

6. To what extent those investments made by private sector entities in value chains mentioned
in question 5 have the potential to provide employment to vulnerable populations,
including those living in marginal agricultural lands? How do those private entities work
with producers to increase productivity and create a reliable supply chain? How can we
build on their experience to support resilient market systems that create inclusive growth
and improve nutrition outcomes in rural areas? What are the opportunities to scale up?

7. What can USAID do through its development program to better support the Government
of Haiti’s investments and policies targeting disaster prevention and risk mitigation
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measures in disaster prone areas? How could USAID ensure that contingency plans are
integrated into its program, making it flexible enough to respond to shocks and stresses?
How can donors help the Government of Haiti design and implement policies aimed at
improving emergency management? How can donors help the Haitian government
strengthen its early warning system and also its legal/ regulatory framework for the
development of market-based instruments for agricultural risk management?

How can USAID strengthen the research and extension system to successfully support the
different components of profitable and resilient market systems (from production to
marketing and consumption)?

[End of Request for Information]
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